AS/HUMA 3316 3.0 (Fall 2006)

Diaspora and Gender: Black Women’s Writing in the Caribbean, Canada and the United States

Literature Review (25%)

The literature review is really the first part of the major research assignment. The research you do here will provide the sources for your research essay.

A literature review surveys scholarly articles, books and other sources relevant to a particular issue, area of research, or theory, providing a description, summary, and critical evaluation of each work. 

Preparing a literature review or literature “survey” before writing a research paper provides a comprehensive overview of the research question. The purpose is to offer an overview of significant literature published on a topic. You will see what work has already been done, what gaps still exist in the research and where to locate your own analysis. To conduct your literature review you will need to find a number of works on your topic, summarize their content and critically evaluate the main ideas or research findings. You should also demonstrate how the publications relate to each other and to the research you plan to do.

1. Define the Research Topic: The Introduction 

Include a paragraph at the beginning of the literature review that summarizes your research question or project. Construct a working thesis statement to summarize the central theme or concern of the project.  

You will define your area of research based on the material used and themes discussed in the course. You may use the themes chosen for each week as a guide. For example, you may choose to examine the

· (re)construction of black women’s roles in slave societies in the Americas and what implications this has for the contemporary period; 

· (re)negotiation of space and identities in black male/female relationships; 

· construction of black women’s sexuality in the media and popular culture; or the

· problem of race, colour and class in defining a common and useful feminist poetics. 

Remember that your research is not limited to these topics. Please consult me if you are having problems defining a research area. 

2. Give an Overview of the Literature: The Body 

The body of the literature review contains your discussion of sources and may be organized chronologically, thematically or even regionally. Having decided on an area of research, you must now consider how to most effectively present the sources themselves within the body of your paper. 

You may use a chronological method if you wish to demonstrate how an argument or theory has developed over time and the future direction that the current scholarship should take. A chronological method may be useful if you want to discuss, for example, how theories about the black family have changed. In this method, organize your sources by publication chronology. You may also group sources according to periods (1900-1950s; 1960-1980; post 1980). 

Since this course examines black women’s experiences in three regions in the Americas, you may also organize the literature review using a regional method. For example, if you choose to discuss the representation of black women’s sexuality in popular culture, you may choose to organize your sources around specific discussions about dancehall in the Caribbean and hip hop in the United States, identifying any similarities or intersections, and the key differences. You would also comment on what work is available on Canada and how this research is/might also be different. Of course, instead of regionally, you could simply organize this question by genre (hip hop, dancehall, calypso, etc.).

A thematic review will be organized around a specific theme emerging from the research question. For example, if your research confirms that black women activists feel alienated within mainstream feminist organizations, then you could organize your review around this theme. Your subsections might include (1) articles discussing the shortcomings of white mainstream feminisms, (2) attempts at articulating a specifically black feminist poetics, (3) attempts at bridging the divide. In this method you might find that some sources overlap, but you will still need to use the minimum number of sources required. 

The literature review must include a minimum of 14 sources, including 2-3 sources from the course kit, as well as one of the novels or the collection of poetry used in the course. 

Choose the fictional work in the course that you believe takes up the concerns of your research topic most closely. Your goal is to demonstrate how these works of fiction, written by black women, are involved in a much wider sociological, cultural and/or political dialogue about black women’s experiences. Since the novel or poetry will be one of the primary texts in your research essay, you will also need to include in your literature review articles or books that discuss the fictional work in relation to the research question. 

For each source you use, provide complete bibliographic information and include a paragraph summarizing the content and evaluating its main arguments.

The sources you choose must include the following: 

· three journal articles that discuss the research question

· three chapters in an anthology/anthologies that discuss the research question

· one full-length book study on the research question

· one newspaper or magazine article on the research question

· a novel or collection of poetry used in the course

· two journal articles that discuss the novel/poetry

· two chapters in an anthology or one full-length book study of the novel/poetry

· one interview with the author of the novel/poetry

Remember that in addition to the novel, 2-3 articles or chapters must come from course readings.

3. Reach a Conclusion: The Conclusion 

In your final paragraph, summarize the nature of the research field and explain how your major research project hopes to expand the work already done. 

Length: 5-7 pages (1250-1750 words) 

Due Date: October 26, 2006

Format: The assignment should be typed, doubled-spaced and have numbered pages. A cover page should include the title of your assignment, your name, and the course director’s name. 
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