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York University Faculty of Fine Arts / Department of Visual Arts
Museum & Gallery

ARTH 5170 3.0
Winter 2005

Canada should have a National Museum of Aboriginal Art
DEBATE, Friday March 4th 
30%: 15% individual performance and 15% team performance
Debate Overview

There are 13 students enrolled in the class.  Two teams of 6 have been established to affirm or negate the proposition: Canada should have a National Museum of Aboriginal Art. In addition to these teams, one student has been given the choice of participating on both teams during the discussion period or of initiating the discussion on March 11th to summarize the debate and isolate specific museological recommendations for Aboriginal cultural representation in Canadian public galleries/museums.

Teams are divided into the following roles:

First Affirmative: 1 student

Second Affirmative: 1 student
First Negative: 1 student

Second Negative: 1 student

Questions posed during “Burden of Rebuttal” phase: 3 students on each team

Answers given during “Burden of Rebuttal” phase: any team member may answer although no student may answer more than once

Negative Conclusion: 1 student
Positive Conclusion: 1 student

(for revision depending on role of 13th student)

The Affirmative Burden of Proof
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The affirmative side will begin and end the debate.
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There will be two people that present an introduction, three people that will pose questions and respond to the negative side and one person to formulate a conclusion with the help of the entire group.

The Negative Burden of Proof
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The opponents are responsible for opposing the proposition.  You hold the presumption in the debate.
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The presumption opposes the affirmative burden of proof and aims to defeat the proposition.  It is generally agreed that the best manner in which to proceed is to present a logical negative case which refutes the affirmative and supports the status quo.
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 There will be two people that present an introduction, three people that will pose questions and respond to the affirmative side and one person to formulate a conclusion with the help of the entire group.

The Preponderance of Evidence  
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In order to establish the validity of their arguments, each team should seek to amass a great amount of evidence supporting its position.
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Debates hinge upon the nature of the evidence each team brings forward, and the ways in which this evidence is used towards logical and convincing claims in the absence of absolute proofs. Such proofs ostensibly do not exist in dealing with propositions of policy.

	Debate Timeframe (time limits will be strictly upheld)

	1st Affirmative Introduction
	5 min

	1st Negative Introduction
	5 min

	2nd Affirmative Introduction
	5 min

	2nd Negative Introduction
	5 min

	Burden of Rebuttal (12 questions of 5 min / answers of 2 plus 5 min. each)  
	60 min

	Break (final revision of concluding statements)
	15 min

	Negative Conclusion
	5 min

	Affirmative Conclusion
	5 min


 Total:
     105 min 
(for revision based on role of 13th student)
First Affirmative Introduction

[image: image8.png]


The affirmative side should present as much of their argument and evidence as possible in an attempt to build a prima facie argument for the adoption of the proposal. (Prima facie can be defined as a logical analysis containing sufficient evidence to stand on its own validity until attacked.)
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This speech must contain the overview of the entire affirmative argument relative to the need for a change, carefully documented and supported.
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This speech should be completely prepared in advance.  You should make the most of this advantage by selecting every word and piece of evidence for its maximum effect.  This speech establishes the basis of the argument.

First Negative Introduction
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 It is most desirable for the negative to present a prima facie argument for the rejection of the proposition based upon a defense of the status quo.  This argument must be phrased to directly clash with the affirmative.
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Your purpose is to establish the lines of clash in the debate.  The negative is not under obligation to clash with every argument possibly presented by the affirmative, but may select what it considers the most important issues in determining whether the proposition should be rejected.  The establishment of your direct lines of opposition in the debate is critical at this point.
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This speech should be completely prepared in advance.  You should make the most of this advantage by selecting every word and piece of evidence for its maximum effect.  This speech establishes the basis of the argument.  

Second Affirmative Introduction 
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The debate continues with the second affirmative speech which presents the remainder of the affirmative case. Because no new argument can be introduced during the “Burden of Rebuttal” phase of the debate, it is imperative that this speech introduce any line of argument which will be presented in the discussion period. 
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This speech should be completely prepared in advance.  You should make the most of this advantage by selecting every word and piece of evidence for its maximum effect.  
Second Negative's Introduction
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 The second negative speech presents the remainder of the Negative case. Because no new argument can be introduced during the “Burden of Rebuttal” phase of the debate, it is imperative that this speech introduce any line of argument which will be presented in the discussion period. This secondary introduction speech should be more focused and invested in evidence. 
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It should be noted that this speech can be completely prepared in advance.  You should make the most of this advantage by selecting every word and piece of evidence for its maximum effect. 
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The negative must carefully document and support its objections to the affirmative case as presented up to this point in the debate.    
Discussion Period  
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The discussion period is considered the “Burden of Rebuttal” phase of the debate. 
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There are two elements involved in the Burden of Rebuttal:

a)  Each team is obligated to refute their opponent's arguments.

b)  Each team is obligated to rebuild and defend their own case.  
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Questions should alternate from side to side.                                                             
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Three members of each team member are obligated to pose a question and provide a brief rationale for the question raised. Each question and rationale should not exceed 5 minutes.
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The responding team has 2 minutes to formulate an answer and 5 minutes to articulate a response. An equal contribution must be made by all team members. Introductory and concluding speakers are allowed to participate in the response.

Break 
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Group members have the opportunity to work together to refine the concluding statement based on the Burden of Rebuttal phase of the debate. 


Negative Conclusion
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You should proceed to rebuild the negative case.
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You are not to introduce any new lines of argument into the debate; you can only provide extended discussions of the lines of argument already produced.
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This speech should include a summary of the affirmative weaknesses in the debate.
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You should address the remaining or outstanding issues and summarize the entire debate in order to show the superiority of the negative case.
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It is useful to use half of your time answering the issues raised and the remainder summarizing the debate from the negative point of view.

Affirmative's Second Conclusion
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This speech is often the crucial affirmative presentation in the debate since it must rebuild the affirmative case in light of the attack by the opposition team.  The affirmative must regain their power by bringing the audience back to the affirmative point of view, but should not go on the defensive.
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Begin with a restatement of the affirmative issues, then move on to rebuilding the affirmative case by simultaneously responding to the opponent's attack, concluding with a summary of the crucial issues.
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The affirmatives should answer the remaining issues and summarize the entire debate in order to show the superiority of the affirmative side.

Debating Websites

http://debate.uvm.edu/learn2.html
www.osdu.on.ca
www.debating.net/flynn/colmmain_tut.html
www.debating.ca
http://www.ncteamericancollection.org/literary_debate_guidelines.htm
Teams
Affirmative: Jodie, Pandora, Heather, Tamar, MJ, Natalie
Negative: Peter, Shannon, Jenny, Renee, Marieke, Julie
Role of 13th student: Gillian > tbd
