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EDUCATION  
 

Ph.D., Philosophy, Supporting Program in Cognitive Science, University of Minnesota (2000)  
 

Dissertation:  Predicting Mind: Belief Attribution in Philosophy and Psychology  
 

M. A., Philosophy, Western Michigan University (1995)  
 

B. A., Philosophy, Antioch College (1992)  
 
CURRENT POSITION 
 

Associate Professor of Philosophy, York University  
 
PREVIOUS POSITIONS 
Cognitive Science Program Director, Assistant Professor, York University (July 2002-June 
2006) 
Assistant Professor. Philosophy, Appalachian State University, Boone, NC (July 2000-June 
2002) 
 
HONORS AND GRANTS  
 
Seminar for Advanced Research (with Anne Russon). Funded at $7500. February 2006. 
 
Social Sciences and Humanities Standard Research Grant recipient for the project 
"Understanding Folk Psychologies" funded at $49,863.00, June 2005. 
 
Merit Award, Faculty of Arts, December 2003, December 2004, December 2005 ($3000), spring 
2007, 2007 ($3000). 
 
National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Faculty Development Seminar: 
Supranationalism: The Ethics of Global Governance.  Participant, Summer 2001.  
 
University of Minnesota Dissertation Fellowship, academic year 1999-2000. 
 
Foreign Language and Area Studies Fellowship, Summer 1996, to study the French language at 
the Sorbonne, Paris, France.  
 
Western Michigan University Research Fellow, academic year 1994-1995. 
PUBLICATIONS  
 
“Orangutan Pantomime: Elaborating the Message” 

With Anne Russon 
Biology Letters, forthcoming, 2010. 

 
“Confronting Language, Representation, and Belief: A Limited Defense of Mental Continuity” 



 
With Ljiljana Radenovic. 
The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Evolutionary Psychology, Jennifer Vonk and 
Todd Shackelford, eds.  Oxford University Press, forthcoming. 

 
"Beyond Anthropomorphism: Attributing Psychological Properties to Animals" 

The Oxford Handbook of Animal Ethics, Tom Beauchamp and R.G. Frey, eds. Oxford 
University Press, forthcoming. 

 
"Animal Cognition" 

With Ljiljana Radenovic. 
International Encyclopedia of Ethics, Hugh LaFollette, Sarah Stroud, and John Deigh, 
eds. Wiley-Blackwell, forthcoming.  

 
"Understanding Norms Without a Theory of Mind"  
 Inquiry, Vol. 52, No. 5, 2009: 433-448. 
 
"Telling Tales" 

Philosophical Psychology Vol. 22, No. 2, 2009: 227-235. 
 
"Telling Stories Without Words" 

Journal of Consciousness Studies, 16, No. 6-8, 2009: 268-288. 
 
"Politics or Metaphysics? On Attributing Mental Properties to Animals" 
 Biology and Philosophy, Vol. 24, No. 1, 2009: 51-63. 
 
"It's in Your Nature: A Pluralistic Folk Psychology" 
 Synthese, Vol. 165, No. 1, 2008: 13-29. 
 
"Interpreting the Baboon" 
 Trends in Cognitive Science, Vol. 12, No. 1, 2008: 5-6. 
 
"Animal Cognition" 

Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, Spring 2008 Edition, Edward N. Zalta (ed.), URL 
= <http://plato.stanford.edu/archives/spr2008/entries/cognition-animal/>. 
 

"Innovation and the Grain Problem" 
 With Anne Russon and Brian Huss. 
 Behavioral and Brain Sciences Vol. 30, No. 4, 2007: 422. 
 
"Critter Psychology: On the Possibility of Nonhuman Animal Folk Psychology" 

Folk Psychology Re-Assessed. D. Hutto & M. Ratcliffe eds. New York: Springer, 2007: 
191-210. 

 
"Speaking Without Interpreting: A Reply to Bouma on Autism and Davidsonian Interpretation" 

With Ljiljana Radenovic.  
Philosophical Psychology Vol. 19, No. 5, 2006: 663-678. 

  
"Explaining Terrorism" 

Proceedings of the Twenty-first World Congress of Philosophy: Philosophical 
Anthropology. Ankara: The Philosophical Society of Turkey, 2006. 

 
 "Chimpanzee Theory of Mind: Looking in All the Wrong Places" 

Mind and Language 20, No. 5 November 2005: 521–536. 
 



 
"How to Learn from Our Mistakes: Explanation and Moral Justification"  
  Philosophical Explorations, Volume 7, 2004: 247-264. 
 
"Why Bush Should Explain September 11th"  

America's War on Terror.  Patrick Hayden, Tom Lansford, and Robert P. Watson, eds. 
Ashgate Publishing, 2003: 29-42. 

 
"Knowing Mental States: The Asymmetry of Psychological Prediction and Explanation"  

Consciousness: New Philosophical Perspectives. Quentin Smith and Aleksander Jokic, 
eds. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003: 201-219.  

 
"Interpreting Autism: A Critique of Davidson on Thought and Language" 

Philosophical Psychology Volume 15, Number 3, 2002: 317-332. 
 
"Our Understanding of Other Minds: Theory of Mind and the Intentional Stance" 

 Journal of Consciousness Studies, Vol. 7, No. 7, 2000: 12-24.  
 
"On Predicting Behavior"  

The Padeia Project On-Line: Proceedings of the Twentieth World Congress of 
Philosophy, (1998) http://www.bu.edu/wcp/Papers/Mind/MindAndr.htm.  
 

 "The First Step in the Case for Great Ape Equality: The Argument for Other Minds" 
Etica & Animali: The Great Ape Project, August 1996: 131-141.  

 
 
IN PREPARATION/UNDER REVIEW 
 
Understanding the Whole Person: A Pluralistic Approach to Folk Psychology  

(book manuscript) 
 
"Ape Autonomy? Studies in Natural Moral Psychology" 
 Animal Minds and Animal Morals. Klaus Petrus and Markus Wild, eds. 

 
 
REFEREED PRESENTATIONS  
 
"Moral Judgment and Belief Attribution" 

The Southern Society for Philosophy and Psychology, New Orleans, LA, March 2008. 
 
"Being a Natural Psychologist Without Attributing Beliefs" 
 The Southern Society for Philosophy and Psychology, Atlanta, GA, April 2007. 
 
"The Theoretical Entities of Folk Psychology" 
 The Canadian Philosophical Association, Toronto, Canada, May 2006. 
 

The Society for Philosophy and Psychology (poster presentation), St. Louis, USA, June 
2006. 
 
The European Society for Philosophy and Psychology, Belfast, Northern Ireland, August 
2006. 

 
"Chimpanzee Theory of Mind: Looking in All the Wrong Places" 

The Joint Meeting of The Society for Philosophy and Psychology and The European 
Society for Philosophy and Psychology, Barcelona, Spain.  July 2004. 

 



 
"Explaining Terrorism" 

The Twenty-first Word Congress of Philosophy, Istanbul, Turkey.  August 2003. 
 
"Folk Psychology is Not Fundamentally a Predictive Device" 

The European Society for Philosophy and Psychology, Turin, Italy.  July 2003 
 
"Folk Psychology is Not a Predictive Device"  

The Society for Philosophy and Psychology, Pasadena, CA, June 2003.  Poster 
Presentation. 

 
"An Explanation is Not a Justification: Why Bush Needs to Explain September 11"  

Assessing the Presidency of George W. Bush at Midpoint: Political, Ethical, and 
Historical Considerations. Conference co-sponsored by the Center for International 
Politics and Ethics at New England College and University of Southern Mississippi, 
November 2002.  

 
"Autism and Davidsonian Interpretation"   

The Southern Society for Philosophy and Psychology Annual Meeting, New Orleans, 
LA, April 2001.  

 
 "Folk Psychological Prediction and Explanation"   

The European Society for Philosophy and Psychology, Salzburg, Austria, September 
2000.  

 

"The Changing Criterion for Animal Belief"  
The European Society for Philosophy and Psychology, Warwick, England, July 1999.  

 

"Prediction, Explanation, and Folk Psychology" (with Peter Verbeek) 
The Society for Philosophy and Psychology, Stanford, CA, June 1999.  

 

 "Does the Chess-playing Computer Have a Theory of Mind?"  
Poster presentation, Dennett's Philosophy: A Comprehensive Assessment, Memorial 
University, St. John's, Newfoundland, Canada, November 6-9, 1998.  

 
"Is False Belief Understanding In Young Children Associated With Naturalistic Peer       
 Interaction?" (with Peter Verbeek) 

The Fourteenth Bi-Annual Conference of the International Society for Human Ethology, 
Simon Fraser University, Burnaby, British Columbia, Canada, August 19-23, 1998.  

 
 
"On Predicting Behavior"   

The Twentieth World Congress of Philosophy, Boston, Massachusetts, August 1998.  
 
"On Predicting Behavior"   

The Society for Philosophy and Psychology, Minneapolis, Minnesota, June 1998.  
 
"Animal Consciousness: The Intentional Stance and Theory of Mind"   

The European Society for Philosophy and Psychology, Padua, Italy, August 1997.  
 
OTHER PRESENTATIONS 
 
"Orangutan Pantomime: Elaborating on the Message" 

With Anne Russon. 
International Primatological Society, Kyoto, Japan, September 2010 
 

"Explaining Without Language?" 



 
University of Cincinatti Conference on Thought and Language.  Christopher Gauker, 
organizer.  May 2010. 

 
Commentary on "What Can We Know About What It Is Like to be a Dolphin, and Why It 
Matters: Dolphin Consciousness and the Ethical Implications" by Thomas White 

American Philosophical Association Pacific Division Meeting. San Francisco, CA. April 
2010 

 
"Orangutan Pantomime: Elaborating on the Message" 

With Anne Russon. 
University of Virginia. Lies We Can Believe In: Fiction, Pretence and Human Nature 
Workshop. Mitchell Green, Angela Lillard, and Eve Danziger, organizers.  March 2010. 
 

"Seeking Folk Psychological Explanations" 
 Washington University PNP colloquium series. October 2009. 
 Queen's University Philosophy colloquium series. January 2010 
 York University Philosophy colloquium series. March 2010. 
 
"Delusions and Dispositions" 

The Society for Philosophy and Psychology, Bloomington IN, June 2009. (Commentary 
on Maura Tumulty) 
 

"Animals as Moral Agents? Studies in Natural Moral Psychology 
SUNY Potsdam, Philosophy Forum. October 4, 2007. 
 

"Natural Moral Psychologists" 
College of the Holy Cross, Worcester, MA. Understanding Other Minds and Moral 
Agency Conference. Karsten Stueber, organizer.  April 19-21, 2007. 
 

"Being a 'Natural Psychologist' Without Attributing Beliefs" 
University of Guelph, Cognitive Science Colloquium Series.  January 17, 2007. 
 

"Being a 'Natural Psychologist' Without Attributing Beliefs" 
 McMaster University, Philosophy Colloquium, December 1, 2006. 
 
"Expression and Animal Calls: Reply to Colin Allen, Grant Goodrich, and Andrew Mcaninch" 

University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill.  Expression: Art, Language, Ethology and 
Ethics.  November 3-5, 2006. 
 

"Critter Psychology: Folk Psychology Across Species" 
University of Toronto. UTism 2006: The Cognitive Gap: What is the 
Fundamental Difference (if any) Between Human and Non-human Intelligence? March 
2006. 

 
"The Nature of Folk Psychological Prediction" 
 University of Western Ontario Philosophy Colloquium Series October 28, 2005. 
 
"Critter Psychology" 
 Carleton University Philosophy Colloquium Series, March 1, 2005. 
 
 "How to Teach Ethics in Global Politics Using Active Learning"   

International Studies Association, Montreal Canada. March 17, 2004. 
 



 
"Learning Through Stories" 
 York University Brown Bag Seminar Series,  January 2004. 
 
"The Role of Folk Psychology" 
 University of Waterloo Philosophy Colloquium Series.  November 7, 2003. 
 
"Anthropomorphism"  

The Society for Philosophy and Psychology, Edmonton, AL, June 2002. (Commentary on 
Brian Keeley) 

 
 "How to Learn From Our Mistakes: Explanation and Justification in the Moral Realm" 

Causation and Explanation in the Natural and Social Sciences, Belgium, May 2002. 
 
 "Psychological Explanations and Moral Justifications" 

University of Cincinnati Philosophy Colloquium Series, April 2002. 
 
"Dolphins' Understanding of Modus Ponens: A Test for Mental Representation" 

North Carolina Philosophical Society/South Carolina Society for Philosophy.  
Charleston, SC, February 2002. 

 
"Institutional Moral Development:  Will the WTO Ever Grow Up?" 

Supranationalism: The Ethics of Global Governance NEH seminar, July 2001. 
 
"Asymmetry of Psychological Prediction and Explanation" 

Western Michigan University Philosophy Colloquium Series, October 2000.  
 
"Animal Minds"  

University of Minnesota Cognitive Science Center Colloquium, March 1999.  
 
 
TEACHING 
 
Undergraduate Courses Taught and Developed at York University 

Phil 2075 Introduction to Applied Ethics Internet version.  Winter 2010 
Phil 4084 Animals and Mind, Fall 2006, Summer 2008, Fall 2009 
Phil 2200 Critical Reasoning, Fall 2004 
Phil 3265 Philosophy of Mind, Winter 2006, Fall 2009 
Phil 3260 Philosophical Foundations of Cognitive Science, Fall 2005, 2004, 2003, 2002 
Phil 4900 Honours Seminar: Philosophy and Animals Fall/Winter 2004/2005  
Phil 2240 Philosophy and Psychology, Winter 2004 

 Phil 2075 Introduction to Applied Ethics, Winter 2005, Fall 2003 
 Phil 4080 Topics in Philosophy of Mind: Folk Psychology, Winter 2003 

Phil 4084 Animals and the Philosophy of Mind, Fall 2006 
 

Graduate Courses Taught and Developed at York University 
Phil 6330 Metaphysics: Belief, Summer 2010 
Phil 6300 Theories in Mind and Action: Alternative Approaches to Folk Psychology, 
Summer 2008 
Phil 5800 Core Metaphysics and Epistemology, Winter 2007 
Phil 6300 Theories in Mind and Action: Psychological Explanation, Fall 2005  
Phil 6300 Theories in Mind and Action: Moral Psychology, Winter 2004 

 
 



 
 
Undergraduate Courses Taught and Developed at Appalachian State University 
 Mind and Cognition, Spring 2001, 2002 
 Philosophy of Science, Spring 2001, 2002 

Nature of Knowledge, Fall 2001 
Social Issues and Ethics, Fall 2000, Fall 2001, Spring 2001, Spring 2002 

 Honors Social Issues and Ethics: Contemporary Social Protest, Spring 2001 
  Introduction to Philosophy, Fall 2000  

Methodologies in Philosophy and Religion, Fall 2001 (co-taught) 
 
Undergraduate Courses Taught and Developed at University of Minnesota, Twin Cities. 

Introduction to Logic, Spring 1999  
Introduction to Logic, Winter 1999  
Introduction to Logic, Fall 1998  
Introduction to Ethics, (Continuing education for women) Fall 1998  
Introduction to Ethics, Spring 1998  
Introduction to Philosophy, Distance Learning, Spring 1998 to Summer 2000. 

 
 
SUPERVISIONS AND COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIPS 
 
Frances Latchford PhD Committee (philosophy: Susan Dimock) 2003 
Jamie Pratt MA Committee (philosophy : Bob Myers) 2003 
Lisa Bayrami MA Committee (psychology : Stuart Shanker) 2003 
Nancie Im-Bolter  PhD Committee (psychology: Janice Johnson) 2003  
Patrick Phillip PhD Committee (philosophy: Lorraine Code) 2004 
Kathleen Smith MA Committee (psychology: Vinod Goel) 2004 
Darlene Walker MA Committee (psychology: Mary Desrocher) 2004 
Barbara Lillian Campbell Schomann MA Committee (psychology: Stuart Shanker) 2004 
Slobodan Perovic  PhD committee (philosophy: Jagdish Hattiangadi) 2005 
Erica Barbuto MA Committee (psychology: Norm Park) 2005 
Paula Popovich MA Committee (philosophy: Lorraine Code) 2005 
Ivana  Nesovich MA Supervisor (philosophy) 2005 
Eugene Calabrese MA Committee (philosophy: Henry Jackman) 2005 
Alice Pritchard MA Committee (psychology: Adrienne Perry) 2005 
Lana Kuhle MA Committee (philosophy: Evan Thompson) 2005 
Cheryl Lee MA Committee (psychology: Juan Pascuel-Leone) 2005 
Laura Adams MA Committee (psychology: Anne Russon) 2005 
Benjamin Maher MA Committee (philosophy: David Johnson) 2005 
Ljiljana Radenovic PhD Committee (2nd reader) (philosophy: Stuart Shanker) 2005 
Wojciech Rakowski MA Committee (philosophy: Jagdish Hattiangadi) 2005 
Darren Domskey PhD Committee (philosophy: Bob Myers) 2006 
MA Committee (psychology: Maria Legerstee) 2006  
Peter Krek PhD Supervisor 2007 
Jamie Pratt PhD Committee (philosophy) 2007 
Maria del Pilar Botero J. PhD Committee (philosophy: Stuart Shanker) 2009 
Josh Smith MA Committee (psychology: Anne Russon) 2009 
Runa Das MA Committee (psychology: Anne Russon) 2009 
 
 
 
In Progress 



 
Craig Roxborough PhD Supervisor 
Hilary Martin PhD Supervisor 
Serife Terkin PhD Committee (philosophy) 
Shereen Hassanein PhD Committee (philosophy) 
Burcu Gurkan PhD Committee (philosophy) 
Adam Rawlings PhD Committee (philosophy) 
Nadia Halim PhD Committee (philosophy) 
 
Reading Courses 
Wojciech Rakowski Reading Course Summer 2005 
Craig Roxborough Reading Course Fall 2005 
Ross Sweeney Reading Course Winter 2006 
Graham Topa Reading Course Fall 2006 
 
UNDERGRADUATE SUPERVISION AND COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP 
 
Melanie Benn Cognitive Science Thesis 2009-2010 
Drina Bosnjak Cognitive Science Thesis 2009-1010 
Keely Prior Cognitive Science Thesis 2005-2006 
Daniel Rotman Cognitive Science Thesis 2006-2007 
Christopher Janca Cognitive Science Thesis 2005-2006 
 
INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS DEVELOPED 
"Kant, Mill, and Sound Ethical Arguments"  

Active Learning:  Ethics and International Relations. April Morgan, Lucinda Peach and 
Colette Mazzucelli, eds. Kumarian Press, Fall 2004. 
 

Introduction to Philosophy Course Guide, revised.   
University of Minnesota, 1999.  
 

Introduction to Applied Ethics hybrid internet course 
 York University, 2009 
 
SERVICE 
 
Departmental Level 
Placement Co-coordinator 2009- 
Adjudication Committee 2009-2010 
Speaker Series Organizer, Winter 2004; 2004-2005; 2005-2006. 
Computer Coordinator, Academic year 2003-2004; winter 2005. 
Executive Committee 2005-2007. 
Search Committee, Cognitive Science, York University, 2006-2007 
Search Committee, Ethics, York University, 2006-2007 
File Preparation Committee chair, Susan Dimock 2006-2007 
File Preparation Committee, Claudine Verheggen 2006-2007 
Graduate Student Proposal Committee 2006-2007; 2009-2010 
Graduate Studies Admissions 2005, 2006 
Chair, Cognitive Science Search Committee, York University, 2005-2006 
Graduate Program Metaphysics and Epistemology Sub-committee, member, fall 2004. 
Graduate Program Curriculum Sub-committee, member, York University, summer 2004. 



 
Search Committee, CLA in Modern Philosophy, York University, Summer, 2003. 
Advertising Committee (Chair), Appalachian State University, 2000-2001. 
Program Assessment Committee, Member, Appalachian State University, 2001-2002. 
Scholarship Committee, Member, Appalachian State University, 2001-2002. 
Search Committee, Ethics, Appalachian State University, 2001-2002.  
Mind, Logic, and Language Search Committee (student member), University of Minnesota 1999-
2000. 
 
Faculty Level 
Member, Curriculum Committee, Faculty of Arts (CCAP) Fall 2005-Fall 2006 
Faculty of Graduate Studies Department Representative, York University, Fall 2003-Winter 
2004. 
 
University Level 
Program Director Cognitive Science, 2003-2004, 2005-2007 
Developer of Cognitive Science Honours B.A. program at York University, 2002-2003. 
Search Committee, CLA in Syntax (Linguistics Department), York University, Summer 2003. 
Member OGS 2003; 2004. 
Chair, OGS 2005. 
Appalachian State University Humanities Council, September 2000 to May 2002. 
Faculty advisor for Student Greens, Appalachian State University, August 2000 to May 2002.  
 
 
Reading Groups 
Comparative Cognition in Context co-organizer 2006-2007 
Ape Group organizer 2005-2006 
Cognitive Science organizer, 2003-2004 
 
Workshops 
CV preparation workshop, Fall 2004 
Teaching workshop, Fall 2006 
 
 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE PROFESSION 
 

Conferences and Workshops 
Local Organizer for Society of Philosophy and Psychology Annual Meeting, York University, 
Toronto. June 2007. 
 
Co-organizer (with Anne Russon) Cognition in Context Colloquium Series and Advanced 

Seminar, Fall 2006-Winter 2007. 
 
Conference organizer "Examining Folk Psychology," York University, Toronto. September 24, 

2005. 
 
 
Reviewing 
Naturwissenschaften 
Cognition 
Animal Cognition 



 
Cognitive Science 
Inquiry:  An Interdisciplinary Journal of Philosophy 
European Journal of Philosophy 
Journal of Consciousness Studies 
Canadian Journal of Philosophy 
International Studies Perspectives 
Philosophical Psychology 
Inquiry 
Dialogue 
Cambridge University Press 
Blackwell Publishers 
Oxford University Press 
Canadian Philosophical Association Annual Meeting 
Electronic Journal of Analytic Philosophy, editorial board, February 2003. 
Prometheus Books, editorial board, June 2002.  
John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation 
  
Memberships 
Canadian Philosophical Association, 2004 to present 
European Society for Philosophy and Psychology, Member, 1997 to present.  
Southern Society for Philosophy and Psychology, Member, 1997 to present.  
Society for Philosophy and Psychology, Member, 1997 to present.  
 -Elected to the Executive Committee for the term of 2005-2008 
American Philosophical Association, Member, 1996 to present.  
Minnesota Center for the Philosophy of Science, 1995 to present. 
 
EMPIRICAL EXPERIENCE  
 

Samboja Lestari/Wanariset Orangutan Rehabilitation Center, East Kalimantan, Indonesia.  
Visiting philosopher.  July-August 2006; June-July 2007. 
 
Institute of Child Development, University of Minnesota. Principle Investigator in a study of the 
child's developing theory of mind, 1998.  
 

Kewalo Basin Marine Mammal Laboratory, University of Hawaii. Intern, July 1992 through 
May 1993.  
 


