The 1960s: War and Society
I.   Backgrounds:


World War II


The Bombing of Dresden



Crimes Against Humanity: Good Guys and Bad Guys


The Lingering Legacy


The New Conflict


The Cold War Heating Up


The Arms Race



The Korean War



Cuba: The Missile Crisis



The Vietnam War


Counterculture


The Beats



The Hippies



The Anti-War Movement and The New Pacifism


Literature



War Literature Through the Ages



The Myth and Reality of War in Fiction



Satire on War: Candide Revisited



Postmodernism: Literary Expressions



The Beat Poets



The New Novelists



An Overview of Postmodernism

Kurt Vonnegut, Jr.:


Biography

Views


Aesthetic:



The Satiric Grotesque



Self-Reflexivity: Metafiction


Slaughterhouse-Five:



Themes



Techniques: The Nonlinear Novel




Fragmentation




Repetition and the Motif




The Role of the Reader



Targets:




War and Peace




Capitalism, Consumerism, and the American Dream




Human Nature



Characters:




Billy Pilgrim: Vonnegut or Not?



Secondary Characters/Caricatures



The Debates:




Billy and the Tralfamdorean Philosophy




The Science-Fictional Element: Real or Psychological?
