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Satire


Essay #2
Write an essay about 1200 words (5 typed pages) long on ONE of the following topics.  Be sure to narrow your topic down to manageable scope (in other words, deal with a limited range of material), to organize your essay properly (including an introduction and conclusion), to cite references according to MLA style, and to proofread your essay for errors in grammar and style. Deal with texts ONLY from the second half of the semester: that is, from October 20 on. Be concrete and specific.

Due:  Dec. 1








Value: 15%

1. Compare the way TWO satirists deal with the issue of wealth and poverty.
2. Discuss one cinematic technique in Duck Soup, perhaps showing (if you can) how it is used for satirical purposes. Some of the techniques you might choose from include costumes, sound, lighting, framing, editing (e.g., cuts), and camera angles. This is a topic about how film works, not about plot and characterization.
3.
Analyze how ONE satirist employs parody for satirical purposes. 
4.
We saw in Don Quixote how satire can target a particular kind of literature. To what extent is literature itself a satiric target in the works we are studying during the second half of the term? Discuss ONE text in detail or compare TWO.

5.
Some of our texts are by Americans and one is by a Canadian. Do you see 

any similarities in the North American satirists, in terms of their targets or techniques? Use a maximum of TWO texts to answer this question. You’re advised to see me before trying this one.
