Mid-Twentieth-Century Satire
I.   Backgrounds:

The Great War/World War I


The Legacy


Nationalism, Imperialism, and Pacifism

The Thirties

The Great Depression

Skepticism 


Class and Society


Radical Ideologies



Culture: The Mass Media


Comedy and Satire



The Age of the Film Comedians



Satire: Politics, War, and Society



Satire from the Margins: The Subversive Role

III.  Langston Hughes:


Biography and Views

Race and the American Experience: Another View


The Harlem Renaissance and Beyond

“Slave on the Block”:


Targets



Techniques



Reverse Racism

IV.  E. E. Cummings:


Biography and Views


Technique: The Visual Poem


Parody: Form and Content


“i sing of Olaf”

V.  W. H. Auden:


Biography and Views


The Political Poet: Engagement and Activism


War and Society


“The Unknown Citizen”

VI. Dorothy Parker:


Biography and Views


The Female Perspective


Feminism and Gender Roles


Romantic and Real Love


The Wit: Epigrams, Sayings, and Literary Form


Poems

