Renaissance and Enlightenment Satirical Poetry and Prose
Backgrounds:

   I. The Renaissance: 

The “Rediscovery” of Learning

Humanism:



The Greek Tradition 



Humanism and Theology


Politics and Religion

Rationalism


The Scientific Method: Experience vs. Authority


“Discovery”: The Economic Story


The Rise of New/Old Techniques



The Reformation and Counter-Reformation: 


Anti-Clericalism



The Rise of National Religions



The Inquisition: The Catholic Church’s Reaction

  II. The Enlightenment:


The Age of Reason

Orthodox Religion and Deism: The Place of God

England and Britain: Religious, Military, Political, and Literary Conflict


Tories and Whigs



Religion and Class



The Tory Satirists

III. Satire: Targets and Techniques:


The Types of Satire Reviewed

Individual and Institutional Targets


The Persona


Irony:



Meiosis and Litotes



Praise-by-blame / Blame-by-praise

Literacy, Literature, and The Rise of the Parody:



Burlesque



Travesty



Mock-Heroic   
The Satirists:

Rabelais:



The Rabelaisian Carnival


Conventional Society and Orthodoxy


Parody: Myths and Legends

Cervantes:



The Background



Romances of Chivalry



Fads: The Decadence of a Genre


Quixote and His World



The Madman




The Ingenu




Identifying the Target

Pope:



The Mock-Heroic



Common Sense: Whose Sense?



The Personal Attack



Scatology


The Unhappy Ending: The Villains Win


Swift:



Religion vs. Science



Reason vs. Logic



The Irish Situation



Reductio ad absurdum



Satire as Medley: The Shifting Persona


Identifying the Target

