Satirical Drama
I.   Backgrounds:

Comedy vs. Satire (Again)
Comedy vs./and Tragedy

Romanticism and the Aesthetic Movement


Romanticism: The Imagination



Art and Artists: Creativity and Wisdom



The Victorians: Romanticism + Social Consciousness



Aestheticism; or, Art for Art’s Sake:




Visual Arts: The Pre-Raphaelites




Decorative Arts: William Morris




Literature: Beauty and Truth





The Primacy of Form





Social Awareness: The Underrated Element


Class: The Continuing Rise of the Middle Class



The Bourgeoisie and Bourgeois Culture


Culture as Commodity



Aristocracy, Middle Class, and Lower/Working Class



The Persistence of Values: Class and “Class”

Oscar Wilde:


Biography


Views


Social Position: Marginalization and Gender Identity


Class, Money, and Style


The Importance of Being Earnest:



Sources



Themes



Targets: 




Victorian Earnestness




Questions of Class




Hypocrisy: The Social Forms and Formality




Pretension




Religion and Morality: Is There Any?




Materialism



Techniques:




The Epigram/Bon Mot




Inversion and Subversion




Burlesque: The RomCom




The World of the Play: The Problem of the Real World



Genre: Social Comedy and Social Satire

