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Apocalyptic Science Fiction


Essay #1
Write an essay about 1000-1500 words (4-6 typewritten pages) long on ONE of the following topics.  Deal only with works from the first half of the course (up to Reading Week), but NOT Revelation.  Be sure to narrow your topic down to manageable scope (in other words, deal with a limited range of material), to organize your essay properly (including an introduction and conclusion), to cite references according to the MLA Handbook, and to proofread your essay for errors in grammar and style—use the Proofreading Checklist.  Be concrete and specific.

Due:  Feb. 15








Value: 20%

1.
Analyze character description in ONE of the short stories, showing how it is used to convey character, advance the plot, and/or express the themes.  What does the physical description of characters contribute to the story?

2.
Analyze in detail the role of animals/beasts in ONE work other than Revelation. 
3.
Apocalypse literally means “revelation,” but nowadays people use the word to mean “end of the world,” even if nothing is being revealed. But do any of the texts we are reading reveal something either to the main character or the reader? Discuss the revelation in ONE of the texts we have read so far.
4.
To what extent do the texts we have read so far portray not an actual end of the world but the end of the world as one of the characters knows it? Even when the event is global, how much is it a personal experience? Discuss how ONE text personalizes the apocalypse.
5. 
Choose a short—maximum one page—passage of dialogue and discuss what the passage shows us about the characters involved.
