Apocalyptic Science Fiction: Some Suggestions for Further Reading

Mary Shelley, The Last Man (1826)


Well known plague narrative

Richard Jefferies, After London (1885)


Romantic vision of a post-holocaust England

M. P. Shiel, The Purple Cloud (1901)


A toxic volcanic cloud leads to a very fin-de-siècle, nihilistic response

Jack London, The Scarlet Plague (1914)


One of London’s science-fiction tales; tribalism before the Bomb

George R. Stewart, Earth Abides (1949)


Plague of mutant virus leads to very familiar post-holocaust world

Judith Merril, Shadow on the Hearth (1950)


A woman’s perspective on nuclear war

John Wyndham, The Day of the Triffids (1951)


We thought the three-legged killer plants were from outer space, but they now


appear to be the products of Soviet research

John Wyndham, The Chrysalids (1955)


Radiation leads to psychic kids

John Christopher, The Death of Grass (1956)


What happens when a bug hits our most common strain of wheat?  One of 


the bleakest novels on the list, so enjoy!

Nevil Shute, On the Beach (1957)


Classic tale of atomic doom

Pat Frank, Alas, Babylon (1959)


Post-nuclear-apocalypse story and very American

J. G. Ballard, The Wind from Nowhere (1962)


The Drowned World (1962)


The Burning World (1964)


The Crystal World (1966)


Ballard’s surrealist quartet of novels about various supposedly natural disasters


that are really internal crisis that lead to the protagonists’ spiritual journeys into 


the self; these must be read in the context of the conceptual apocalypse

Brian W. Aldiss, The Long Afternoon of Earth (1962)


About humanity in the very distant future

Thomas M. Disch, The Genocides (1965)


Aliens decide Earth would make a great agricultural colony; we’re nothing but


vermin in their fields

Roger Zelazny, Damnation Alley (1969)


Our (anti-)hero has to deliver medicine across a nuclear wasteland

Robert Merle, Malevil (1972)


French post-holocaust novel about survival and tribalism
Kate Wilhelm, Where Late the Sweet Birds Sang (1976)


Well written and intriguing post-holocaust novel

Russell Hoban, Riddley Walker (1980)


If you can only read one, this would be it; a challenging and rewarding read,


written in future English

Bernard Malamud, God’s Grace (1982)


Important post-nuclear-holocaust novel

Greg Bear, Blood Music (1985)


Irresponsible scientist releases something apocalyptic in the environment

Kurt Vonnegut, Jr., Galapagos (1985)


Evolution, environmentalism, and irony

David Brin, The Postman (1985)


Do NOT see the film! The novel is a thoughtful account of someone trying to


create order in the wasteland

James Morrow, Towing Jehovah (1994)

If you think the death of God would be apocalyptic...

Margaret Atwood, Oryx and Crake (2003)


The Year of the Flood (2009)


Another in a long line of irresponsible scientists, this one creating a new race


of humanity that cannot help but displace the old one

For short stories, see the following anthologies:

Thomas M. Disch, ed. The Ruins of Earth (1971)

Robert Sheckley, ed., After the Fall (1980)

Walter M. Miller, Jr. and Martin H. Greenberg, ed., Beyond Armageddon (1985)

Jack Dann and Gardner Dozois, ed., Armageddons (1999)

