Jewish History: A Chronology

ca. 1700 

Birth of Abraham

ca. 1500 

Hebrews settle in Egypt

ca. 1300

Moses and Exodus from Egypt

13th Century

Era of Judges

10th-9th Century
Hebrews united under Saul: first king




King David; Jerusalem established as capital




Solomon (son of David and Bathsheba); First Temple built

8th Century

North and South Israel divided into Israel and Judah; Egyptian

invasion; Assyria rises; growing worship of Baal/nature gods;

prophets

722-1 


Assyrian invasion; Israel falls; captivity and exile

7th Century

Alliances and wars involving Judah

597 or 587

Jerusalem and First Temple destroyed by Babylonians under

Nebuchadnezzar (604-561?); exile

Events of Purim

537


Persians under Cyrus conquer Babylon; permit Jews to return




to Israel under Zerubbabel, Ezra, and Nehemiah

520


Second Temple built

4th Century

Alexander the Great

3rd Century

Greek domination: Hebraists vs. Hellenists

2nd Century

Events of Chanukah

63


Roman conquest

1st Century

Herod became King of Judea; New Temple

27 BC-14 AD

Augustus Caesar

1 AD (or 4 BC)
Birth of Christ

ca. 33


Crucifixion and death of Christ

54-68


Nero

69-79


Vespasian

70


Second Temple destroyed

74


Battle for Masada

1st Century

Diaspora

ca. 100

Writing of Apocalypse (“Revelation”)

