Modern Visions and the Golden Age of 
Science Fiction
I.   Backgrounds:

Historical:



The Industrial Revolution and Urbanization


The Modern, Modernity, and Modernism


Utopian and Dystopian Literature


World War I and Technology


World War I as Political and Cultural Watershed


The Future


New Ideologies


The Great Depression





Creating Better Worlds

Popular Culture


World War II



The Bomb



The Cold War


Cultural:



Pessimism and the Challenge to Authority



Capitalism and the Fragmentation of Culture:



The Rise of the Popular Magazine




Publishing: The Single-Volume Novel and the





Paperback




High and Popular Culture



Mass Media: 



The Fiction Magazines: The Pulps




Film and Radio




The Pulp Tradition


American and British SF

II.  The Golden Age:


Science and the Future of Society


The Didactic Function of Literature: Jules Verne



Hugo Gernsback (1884-1967) and Amazing Stories (1926- )


Astounding Science Fiction/Analog (1930- )



John W. Campbell, Jr. (1910-1971)


Science Fiction and the Frankenstein Syndrome


Pulp Fiction and Social Commitment


Space Opera; The Didactic Agenda; The Positivist Agenda


The Bomb: The Re-engagement of Science Fiction


The Authors:



Isaac Asimov (1920-1992)



Robert A. Heinlein (1907-1988)



Arthur C. Clarke (1917-2008)



Jack Williamson (1908-2006)



C. L. Moore (1911-1987)



Poul Anderson (1926-2001)



James Blish (1921-1975)



Cyril M. Kornbluth (1923-1958)



Judith Merril (1923-1997)



Frederik Pohl (1919-2013)



Theodore Sturgeon (1918-1985)



A. E. van Vogt (1912-2000)



Etc.
III.  E. M. Forster (1879-1970):


Views

“The Machine Stops” (1909):



Technological Sources



Modernity and Alienation



Evolution and Adaptation

IV.  Arthur C. Clarke (1917-2008):


Views and Vision


The Cosmic Sublime and the Sense of Wonder


Advanced Technology and “Magic”


“The Nine Billion Names of God” (1953):



The Moral Apocalypse Revisited



Technology and Religion



The Ending
