The New Wave
Backgrounds:
   Historical: 

World War II



The Political Legacy



The Technological Legacy

The Cold War



The Peace Movement



Proxy Wars: Korea and Vietnam



The Anti-War Movement


Capitalism: The Rise of the Corporation


Postwar Consumerism and Materialism


Advertising


The Organization Man


The Suburbs and Planned Communities
   Scientific and Techonological:


The Bomb



The A-Bomb



The H-Bomb



The Doomsday Weapon?


Computers

   Cultural:


The Counterculture



Bourgeois Culture and Its Bourgeois Enemies



World War II and Beyond



The 1950s: Conformism and Anti-Conformism



The Beats



The 1960s: Hippies and Yippies


Environmentalism


Feminism: The Second Wave



From Suffragettes to Second Wave



Economic, Political, and Social Egalitarianism


Postmodernism



Modernism and Postmodernism



Radical Skepticism



Radical Relativism



Absurdism and Pessimism



The Focus on Language



The Constructedness of Text 


Literary


Postmodernist Fiction



Major Figures: Jack Kerouac, William S. Burroughs, Thomas Pynchon,




John Barth, Donald Barthelme…



Surrealism, Magic Realism



Major Elements




Form: Fragmentation and Nonlinear Structure




Content




Self-Reflexivity




Metafiction




The Role of the Author/Narrator/Protagonist



Science Fiction: The Pulp Era and Its Legacy



Precursors to the New Wave

The New Wave:

   New Worlds (1946-?)

John Carnell (1946-1964)


Michael Moorcock (1964-1971 and beyond)

   Judith Merril, ed., England Swings SF (1968)

   Harlan Ellison, ed., Dangerous Visions (1967)/Again Dangerous Visions (1972)

   The Approach


Form


Content: The Major Themes


Environmentalism



Consciousness



Feminism



Sex, Drugs, and Rock and Roll

   The Key Figures

Brian Aldiss


John Brunner


J. G. Ballard


Pamela Zoline


John Harrison


Philip K. Dick


Thomas M. Disch

Samuel R. Delany


Roger Zelazny


Norman Spinrad

 Kurt Vonnegut, Jr.:

   Biography

   Views: The Existential Imagination

   Techniques


Absurdism


Black Humour


Irony

   Cat’s Cradle:


Themes


Characters


Structure: The Cat’s Cradle


No Damn Cat, No Damn Cradle
