The Amoral Apocalypse: H. G. Wells and Evolution
Moral and Amoral Apocalypse:

The Divine Plan

Tropes of Apocalyptic SF: The Visionary; Light vs. Dark; Concepts of Time


Historical Context:


Mercantilism: Conquest and Colonization



The Industrial Revolution


The Labour Question: The Sphinx



The Rise of the British Empire


Cultural Context:



The Romantic Revolution



Nineteenth-Century Thought: Victorianism and Beyond



Progress



Late Romanticism: The Aesthetic Movement


Fin de Siècle: End of the Century

                Decadence and the Aesthetes

                Pessimism and Indifference

                Art for Art’s Sake

                Self-Indulgence


Scientific Context:


The Newtonian Universe



Industrialization and Invention



Evolution

                
     Jean-Baptiste Lamarck (1744-1829)

                        
Inheritance of acquired characteristics

                           Charles Darwin (1809-1882)

                

Voyage of the Beagle (1831-36)

                      
On the Origin of Species (1859)

                      
The Descent of Man (1871)

                             
Adaptation

                             
Natural Selection: Struggle


Evolution and Social Darwinism:



       Herbert Spencer (1820-1903) vs. Thomas Huxley (1825-1895)


 Degeneration

                             Entropy

                             Environment and Adaptation

                             Max Nordau, Degeneration (1892)


Time: The Newtonian View
H. G. Wells:


Biography


Views


The Time Machine:
                Class, Evolution, and Degeneration

                The Time Traveller

                        Narrative Voice and Characterization

                             Eloi or Morlock?

     The End
