The Immigrant Experience: Ethnicity and Gender
Backgrounds:

   I. Emigration and Immigration 

Push and Pull Factors Revisited

Immigrants and Refugees
   II. Ceylon/Sri Lanka

Religious Divisions: Buddhist and Hindu

Ethnic Divisions: Sinhala and Tamil

The Colonial Heritage: Britain

Independence, Nationalism, and Internal Divisions
   III. Gender and Queer Studies


Gender Identity


Sex and Gender: Constructivism, Embodiment, Essentialism


The Performative Approach: Judith Butler et al


The Marginal Position


The Liminal Position


Hybridity: A Valid View?


Cross-Dressing:



The Challenging of Boundaries



The Asian Context



Mimicry: The Postcolonial Connection


The “Subaltern” Position: Race, Religion, Gender, Sexuality, Ethnicity...

Nationalism: Masculinity and Femininity


The Vigorous Nation



The People: Community, Tradition, Devotion, Self-Sacrifice


Constructions of Individual, National, and Gender Identity

   IV.  “Canadian” Fiction


Settings and Canadian Fiction


Identity: The Eternal Question

Shyam Selvadurai:   
   Biography

   Funny Boy:

Form


Novel vs. Story Cycle?



The Stories: Unifying Elements



Narrative Arc



Realism and the Immigrant Novel


Characters



The Postcolonial Novel as Context



The Personal and the National



Arjie: Class, Gender, Self-Identity



The Women



The Men



Shehan


Themes



Identity: National, Personal, Family



Desire vs. Duty



Time: Past and Present



Place: Boundaries, Liminality, Transgression, and Exile



Language: Insults, Linguistic Divisions, and Self-Identification


The Postcolonial Novel



The Outside View: A New Phenomenon



The Political and the Literary

