AP/EN 4230 3.0  








Fall 2018PRIVATE 

Canadian Short Story

Essay #1

Write an essay about 1000-1500 words long on ONE of the following topics.  Be sure to narrow your topic down to manageable scope (in other words, deal with a limited range of material), to organize your essay properly (including an introduction and conclusion), to cite references according to MLA style, and to proofread your essay for errors in grammar and style.  Be concrete and specific. Discuss only those texts we are reading before Reading Week.
Due:  Oct. 19, 2018








Value: 15%

1.  Clark Blaise, in his essay, “To Begin, To Begin,” describes the opening of a short story as “breaking the ice” with the reader, taking him or her from the real world into the fictional one. Analyze in detail the opening of one short story—the first page or so—explaining what the author accomplishes by beginning the story that way.
2.  Compare the way that the past informs the present for characters in two short stories by different authors. Deal with a specific way in which both texts portray the role the past plays for those characters.

3.  How does one author, or how do two authors, employ the child’s point of view to create irony, offer an outsider’s perspective, strengthen the sense of place, and so on? Choose a particular effect created by seeing events through a child’s eyes.
4.  Compare the way Stephen Leacock and one other author treat the city. Discuss just one aspect of the city as setting in the two stories.
