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Canadian Short Story

Essay #2

Write an essay about 2000-2500 words long on ONE of the following topics.  Be sure to narrow your topic down to manageable scope (in other words, deal with a limited range of material), to organize your essay properly (including an introduction and conclusion), to cite references according to MLA style, and to proofread your essay for errors in grammar and style.  Be concrete and specific. You should use secondary sources about the author(s) and/or topics, especially as they pertain to Canadian literature. Discuss only those texts we are reading after Reading Week.
Due:  Nov. 30, 2018








Value: 35%

1.  Compare the handling of narrative voice in two authors, discussing such techniques or elements as local dialect, oral devices in written form, voice as subject, and syntax.
2.  Discuss in some detail the role of place in one author’s work. To what extent is geography more than setting in his or her short story?
3.  Authors frequently explore the theme of art by bringing other media—other than literature itself, that is—into their stories: music, visual art, etc. Show how two authors employ intermediality of this sort to enrich their themes, characterization, and so on.
4.  Discuss labour as theme and feature of characterization in two texts, or in some detail in one. Be concrete and specific.
5.  Analyze (re)definitions of the feminine in two stories, choosing a specific feature to compare in the texts.
