Aliens and Alienation in Science Fiction

I.  Aliens: Origins, Sources, and Types


Monsters in Myth and Legend



The Human



The Semi-Human



The Animal


“Monsters” in Science



Biology and Astronomy



The New Vision: Telescopes and Microscopes

II. Aliens in Science Fiction 


Extrapolative Aliens



Giants and Other Visitors




Voltaire, Micromegas (1750)




H. G. Wells, War of the Worlds (1897)




John W. Campbell, Jr., “Who Goes There?” (1938)




Superman



Plants, Tentacled Beasts, Bugs, and Microbes 




John Wyndham, The Day of the Triffids (1951)




Bug-Eyed Monsters (B.E.M.s)



Dinosaurs and Mammals




James Blish, A Case of Conscience (1953)




Larry Niven, Ringworld (1970)



Humans and Humanoids: Aliens as Natives and Quasi-Humans




Edgar Rice Burroughs, The Barsoom Series




Star Trek




Ursula K. Le Guin, The Hainish Series


Speculative Aliens



Stanley G. Weinbaum, “A Martian Odyssey” (1934)



Hal Clement, Mission of Gravity (1953)


The Alien as Metaphor



Robert A. Heinlein, The Puppet Masters (1951)


The Alien as Self



The Alien as Mirror




H. G. Wells, The First Men in the Moon (1901)




Michael G. Coney, Mirror Image (1974)



The Alien as Exaggeration




Vulcans, Klingons, and Romulans



The Self as Alien




Rebecca Ore, Becoming Alien (1988)


The Alien as Other



The Alien as Nonhuman




The Gothic Tradition: 





Edgar Allan Poe





H. P. Lovecraft




Murray Leinster, “First Contact” (1945)




Stanislaw Lem, Solaris (1961)




Gardner Dozois, Strangers (1974)




Arthur C. Clarke, Rendezvous with Rama (1973)




Orson Scott Card, Ender’s Game (1977; 1985)





Speaker for the Dead (1986)




Robert Charles Wilson, The Harvest (1992)



The Alien as Enemy




Robert A. Heinlein, Starship Troopers (1959)




Joe Haldeman, The Forever War (1974)




Larry Niven, The Man-Kzin Wars



The Alien as the Cosmos




Contact (1997)


Transcendent Aliens



The Alien as God: The Natural Sublime Revisited




Arthur C. Clarke, Childhood’s End (1953)





2001: A Space Odyssey (1968)




Close Encounters of the Third Kind (1977)


Aliens and Alienation: Some Thoughts
