GROUP REPORT

This is an in-class oral assignment worth 10% of your final grade. Groups of three will prepare material on the week's text(s) for oral presentation and class discussion. You will be graded individually, and each member of the team should make an equal contribution to the effort. In order to be organized and coherent, you will need to meet outside of class beforehand to plan your approach and to prepare any materials you may need, such.as overheads, handouts, and videos/DVDs. If you wish to use any equipment not already in the classroom, it will need to be ordered at least one week in advance.

Your Presentation:
Different formats and strategies are possible, both for your presentation and the class discussion that follows: illustrated lecture, quizzes, debates, small group work, games, brainstorming, role-playing, character, thematic, or textual analysis, and so on. Feel free to be creative!

Each member of the team should plan on speaking individually for 10-20 minutes. Focus on some aspect of the text(s) that you find interesting and important. Begin by clearly stating your thesis, which you will defend by arguments supported by evidence such as quotations, dialogue, or scene descriptions.

It is not necessary for you to use secondary sources for this assignment. If you do find such material helpful, however, make sure to properly credit the author. Plagiarism comes in verbal and not only in written forms!

Here are some items to consider for your report (we refer to “author” but also mean film director, artist, etc.):

- What do you see as the author's aims and intended audience? What, exactly, has the author 
  done to fulfill those aims and reach that audience? How does the author set up plot, mood, 
  conflict, and character? Is there anything noteworthy about the narrator(s) and narrative 
  structure? About the writing/visual style? You could also offer analysis and interpretation of the 
  text's major themes, symbols, images, motifs, and metaphors.

- How does the work affect your understanding of the nature and uses of our course’s genre?

- Consider contexts: historical, political, cultural, scientific. How might the author's biography and 
  other work help you understand this week's material? What social, intellectual, or ethical issues 
  does the work raise for us today? How does the work relate to the lecture topic for the week, to 
  other works we have studied, and to the themes and theses of the course as a whole? 
Class Discussion
After the team presentation is over, you will lead your classmates in an exploration of that week's work. You might ask the class to work on developing, deepening, or challenging ideas that you have just presented. Or you might have your classmates examine other issues (working alone, in pairs, smaller groups, or as a whole). Figure out what your team will do, and how, ahead of time. Bring to class a list of questions you have crafted for discussion (not for one-word answers). You do not need to have all the answers; everyone should come to class ready to contribute to the conversation.

You should submit your notes for this assignment to your teacher after the presentation. Your teacher can give you further practical instructions or guidance.

