HUMA 1905 9.0: PRIVATE 
DANGEROUS VISIONS, BRAVE NEW WORLDS:

THE SCIENCE FICTION CULTURE AND OUR SCIENTIFIC AGE

TERM:



Fall/Winter 2019–2020
COURSE WEBSITE:

https://moodle.yorku.ca/
COURSE DIRECTORS:
NAME:


J. Keeping



Allan Weiss
OFFICE:


FC 318



ATK 622
PHONE:


416-736-2100 x33674

416-736-2100 x77318
EMAIL:


keeping@yorku.ca


aweiss@yorku.ca
OFFICE HOURS:

T 5:30-6:30



T 3:30-4:30





R 4:30-5:30



W 3:30-5:30





And by appointment


And by appointment

TEACHING ASSISTANTS:

NAME:


Mackenzie Edwards


Monica Sousa

OFFICE:


TBD




VC 109B

OFFICE HOURS:

F 11:00-12:00


R 11:00-12:00
EMAIL:


mackiee@yorku.ca


msousa93@yorku.ca
TIMES AND LOCATIONS:



Lecture

Thursday
12:30pm – 2:30pm

DB 0010

Tutorial 01

Tuesday
4:30pm – 6:30pm

ATK 024
A. Weiss


Tutorial 02

Thursday
2:30pm –4:30pm

SC214
J. Keeping

Tutorial 03

Friday

8:30am – 10:30am

R N201
M. Edwards

Tutorial 04

Thursday
4:30pm – 6:30pm

MC 211
M. Sousa
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EXPANDED COURSE DESCRIPTION:

Science fiction has emerged as one of the most popular genres in our contemporary culture.  Why are science fiction texts, including novels, short stories, films, and television shows, so culturally pervasive, and what does this popularity tell us about the impact of science and technology?  This course will examine how the medium of science fiction, from its origins with Mary Shelley's Frankenstein to its more recent manifestations, has given cultural expressions to changing--and often ambivalent--attitudes towards modern science and technology.

ORGANIZATION OF THE COURSE:

There will be one two-hour lecture and one two-hour tutorial per week; each week begins with the Thursday lecture period.  The lecture will set the broader context for understanding that week's texts and themes, while the tutorial will focus directly on the texts assigned for each week as well as incorporating the development of critical skills in thinking, reading, and writing.  Students are expected to come to class having completed the assigned reading so that they are prepared to discuss it.
COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES:

1. Brief Statement of Purpose

The first half of the course will focus on the historical development of science fiction and the parallel developments of science and technology in their cultural contexts.  Among the topics to be covered are responses to Enlightenment and Victorian science, representations of the scientist, scientific utopias and dystopias, the mechanized society, and the reactions of science fiction authors to the brave new worlds of genetics, the atomic bomb, and space travel.  In the second term we will concentrate on the attitudes of contemporary science fiction writers and filmmakers towards the cultural significance of science and technology.  Themes to be discussed include Apocalyptic SF, the ethical dilemmas of the biotechnology revolution, Feminist SF, threats of catastrophe to the environment, the disappearing boundaries between human and machine, Military SF, time travel, the complex relationship between science and religion, and aliens.
2. Specific Learning Objectives: 

Students will gain an understanding of the conventions and tropes of science fiction, while recognizing the ways the genre has changed as scientific knowledge and culture have developed.  In addition, the course will teach critical skills required for the reading, appreciation, and study of science fiction as well as those that are more generally applicable across disciplinary boundaries.  Thus, we will discuss the protocols of reading science fiction, science fiction iconography, how to "read" film – whether science fiction or not – and how to write effective, well written essays.  We will look at the most common writing errors that students make, and offer strategies that will enable students to avoid and correct them.
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COURSE TEXTS:

NOVELS:

Mary Shelley, Frankenstein (Penguin)



Jules Verne, From the Earth to the Moon (Bantam)




H.G. Wells, The Time Machine (Dover)



Mary Doria Russell, The Sparrow (Fawcett)






Aldous Huxley, Brave New World (HarperCollins)



Walter M. Miller, Jr., A Canticle for Leibowitz (HarperCollins)




Ursula K. Le Guin, The Left Hand of Darkness (Ace)



Joe Haldeman, The Forever War (St. Martin’s)
FEATURE FILMS:
The Day the Earth Stood Still (Robert Wise, 1951, 92 minutes)




2001: A Space Odyssey (Stanley Kubrick, 1968, 149 minutes)



Gattaca (Andrew Niccol, 1997, 106 minutes)



Blade Runner (“The Final Cut”, Ridley Scott, 1982, 117 minutes)
Other readings (short stories and articles) can be found via the course’s Moodle page.  Films to be viewed outside of class time are available at the Sound and Moving Image Library (SMIL), Scott Library.
EVALUATION:

First Term Essay draft, due Oct. 24, 2019





10%

First Term Essay, due Nov. 28, 2019






20%

Submission of Secondary Source for Approval, due Feb. 27, 2020
  

  5%
Second Term Research Essay, due April 2, 2020




20%

Group Presentation on one of the Second Term Themes



10%

Class Participation









15%

Final Exam 










20%

Essays should conform to proper MLA style, 8th edition.  (An overview of MLA style, 8th edition, can be found at: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/)  Written assignments MUST be handed in on time.  No papers will be accepted after the final exam.  ANY USE OF ANOTHER PERSON’S WORK, WHETHER IT IS IN PRINT OR ELECTRONIC FORM, WITHOUT PROPER CITATION CONSTITUTES PLAGIARISM AND WILL LEAD TO CHARGES OF A BREACH OF ACADEMIC HONESTY.  Please see the Senate Policy on Academic Honesty at: http://secretariat-policies.info.yorku.ca/policies/academic-honesty-senate-policy-on/
You MUST review the SPARK (Student Papers & Academic Research Kit) Module on Academic Integrity: https://spark.library.yorku.ca/academic-integrity-what-is-academic-integrity/
Then, complete the SPARK Academic Integrity Quiz (via Moodle) with perfect results (Marks 10/10 & Grade 100/100): print these results & submit with your first assignment. 
Each tutorial leader will determine how class participation is assessed in his or her class(es).  In general, assessment of class participation will take into account the student's contributions to discussions and in-class exercises, preparation of reading assignments, and performance on any additional reading or writing exercises assigned by the tutorial leader.
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Grading, Assignment Submission, Lateness Penalties, and Missed Tests

Grading: The grading scheme for the course conforms to the 9-point grading system used in

undergraduate programs at York (e.g., A+ = 9, A = 8, B+ - 7, C+ = 5, etc.). Assignments and tests will bear a letter grade designation and a corresponding number grade (e.g. A+ = 90 to 100, A = 80 to 90, B+ = 75 to 79, etc.).

(For a full description of York grading system see the York University Undergraduate Calendar: http://calendars.students.yorku.ca/2017-2018/academic-and-financial-information/academic-services/grades-and-grading-schemes)
Students may take a limited number of courses for degree credit on an ungraded (pass/fail) basis. For full information on this option see Alternative Grading Option in the Faculty of Liberal Arts and Professional Studies section of the Undergraduate Calendar.

Assignment Submission: Proper academic performance depends on students doing their work not only well, but on time. Accordingly, assignments for this course must be received on the due date specified for the assignment. Unless otherwise noted, assignments are to be handed in to the instructor at the beginning of the lecture.

Lateness Penalty: Assignments received later than the due date (that is, after the beginning of the lecture) will be penalized one-half letter grade per day that it is late. Exceptions to the lateness penalty for valid reasons such as illness, compassionate grounds, etc., may be entertained by the instructor but will require supporting documentation (e.g., a doctor’s letter).

Missed Tests: Students with a documented reason for missing a course test, such as illness, compassionate grounds, etc., which is confirmed by supporting documentation (e.g., doctor’s letter), may request accommodation from the instructor.  Further extensions or accommodation will require students to submit a formal petition to the Faculty.  Be sure to consult the Faculty of Liberal Arts and Professional Studies guidelines on Deferred Standing Agreements, petitions, etc.

IMPORTANT COURSE INFORMATION FOR STUDENTS:

All students are expected to familiarize themselves with the following information, available on the York University Secretariat webpage (see “Policies, Procedures and Regulations”):

http://secretariat-policies.info.yorku.ca
- Academic Honesty (Policy) / Academic Integrity Website

- Research Involving Human Participants (Policy): “Ethics Review Process”
- Academic Accommodation for Students with Disabilities (Policy)
- Code of Students Rights & Responsibilities (Regulation)
- Conduct of Examinations (Policy and Guidelines)

Note:  
The last date to add the course without the course director’s permission is Sept. 17, 2019
The last date to add the course with permission of course director is
Oct. 1, 2019
The last date to drop the course without receiving a grade is


Feb. 3, 2020
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SYLLABUS
FALL TERM

Sept. 5
1.  Introduction: What is Science Fiction?



Tutorial:  Introductions & Questions of Genre
Sept. 12
2.  The Frankenstein Syndrome: Pre- to Post-Enlightenment Science and Science 



     Fiction



Reading:  Mary Shelley, Frankenstein (1831 ed.)



Tutorial:  Effective Note-taking
Sept. 19
3.  The Shadow of Reason: Gothic, Romanticism, and the Mad Scientist



Reading:  Mary Shelley, Frankenstein (1831 ed.)



Tutorial:  Approaches to Comparative Essays
Sept. 26
4.  The Romance of Science: SF and the Industrial Revolution



Reading: Jules Verne, From the Earth to the Moon (1865)



Tutorial:  How to Support a Thesis
Oct. 3

5.  Utopian Visions




Reading: Selections from More, Bellamy, and Morris




Tutorial:  Creating an Essay Outline
Oct. 10
6. Degeneration and Devolution: Fin de Siècle Visions of Nature, Science, and Society




Reading: H. G. Wells, The Time Machine (1895)



Tutorial:  Grammar Basics
Oct. 17
Fall Reading Week: No Classes

Oct. 24
7.  Dystopian Visions



Reading:  E.M. Forster, “The Machine Stops” (1909)



Tutorial:  Syntax and Punctuation


     First Term Essay Draft DUE (Value: 10%)
Oct. 31
8.  Utopian and/or Dystopian Visions




Reading:  Aldous Huxley, Brave New World (1932)




Tutorial:  Revising the Draft
Nov. 7
9.  The Pulp Era: The Golden Age of SF




Readings:  Stanley G. Weinbaum, "A Martian Odyssey" (1934)





Tom Godwin, "The Cold Equations" (1954)



Tutorial:  Verb Forms
PRIVATE 
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Nov. 14
10.  Robots, Androids, and Artificial People



Readings:  Lester del Rey, "Helen O'Loy" (1938)





         Isaac Asimov, "Robbie" (1940)



Tutorial:  Verbs
Nov. 21
11.  The Atomic Age I



Screening: The Day the Earth Stood Still (1951) 



Tutorial:  Nouns and Pronouns
Nov. 28
12. The Atomic Age II



Reading:  Judith Merril, "That Only a Mother" (1948)




Tutorial:  Sentence Logic


      First Term Essay DUE (value: 20%)
***********************************************************************************************************
WINTER TERM

Jan. 9

1.  Armageddon Now: Apocalypse and Eschatology in SF




Tutorial:  Scholarly Sources: What Are They and What Are They For?



Reading:  Walter M. Miller, Jr., A Canticle for Leibowitz (1959)
Jan. 16
2.  The Ghost in the Machine: Computers and AIs



Viewing:  2001: A Space Odyssey (1968) – view prior to lecture



Tutorial:  Finding Scholarly Sources 




      Group Presentation
Jan. 23
3.  Hard Science, Soft People I



Reading:  Daniel M. Keyes, “Flowers for Algernon” (1959)



Tutorial:  How to Read Scholarly Sources 




      Group Presentation
Jan. 30
4. Hard Science, Soft People II



Screening:  Gattaca (1997)



Tutorial:  Group Presentation
Feb. 6

5. Other Worlds, Other Gods: SF and Religion

Reading:  Mary Doria Russell, The Sparrow (1996)



Tutorial:  Group Presentation 
Feb. 13
6.  Aliens and Alienation in Science Fiction



Reading:  Mary Doria Russell, The Sparrow (1996)



Tutorial:  Group Presentation
Feb. 20
Winter Reading Week: No Classes
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Feb. 27.  
7. Frankenstein's Daughters: Feminist Science Fiction



Reading:  Ursula K. Le Guin, The Left Hand of Darkness (1969)



Tutorial:  Group Presentation


    Submission of Scholarly Source for Approval DUE (value: 5%)
March 5
8.  Cyberpunk and the Post-Human I



Screening:  Blade Runner (The Final Cut, 1982)



Tutorial:  Group Presentation
March 12
9.  Cyberpunk and the Post-Human II



Readings:  William Gibson, “Johnny Mnemonic” (1981)





         Neal Stephenson, “Spew” (1993)



Tutorial:  Group Presentation
March 19
10.  Pale Blue Dot: Ecological Ethics and the Fiction of Scientific Redemption

Readings:  Gregory Benford, “A Desperate Calculus” (1995) 
         Celu Amberstone, “Refugees” (2004)



Tutorial:  Group Presentation
March 26
11.  Relativity and Conflict through Time and Space: Einsteinian 





Physics and War in Science Fiction




Reading:  Joe Haldeman, The Forever War (1974)



Tutorial:  How to Prepare for and Write an Exam





       Group Presentation
April 2
12.  Final Exam



Tutorial:  Group Presentation




      Review



       Second Term Research Essay DUE (value: 20%)
The Rules
1.
Live cell phones are NOT permitted in the lecture or tutorial.  If your


cell phone goes off during class, you will be asked to leave and may


not return for the duration of that class.

2.
If you bring a laptop to class, you will be expected to use it for class-related


purposes.  If you use it for non-class-related purposes, such as using social media


or playing games, you must sit at the back of the lecture hall or seminar


room.  If your use of your computer becomes disruptive or distracting for other


students or the instructor, you will be asked to leave and may not return for the


duration of that class.
3.
Plagiarism is a serious offense!  You may not present other people’s


words or ideas—whether word-for-word, in paraphrase, or in summary—


as if they are your own.  Cite all sources in both written work and oral


presentations.  Failure to do so will lead to severe penalties; please


read your material on academic honesty!

4.
You are responsible for knowing sessional dates, including drop dates.


If you wish to drop the course, you must do so by the drop date and do so


through the registrar’s office; you cannot simply stop coming to class.  If


your name is still on the class list by the end of the course, and you have done


none or very little of the work, you will receive an F.

5.
You MUST attend the tutorial in which you are registered.  If you wish to 


switch tutorials, you must do so officially.  You may not simply attend any


tutorial you wish.  Should you attend a tutorial in which you are not registered,


you will receive no credit for attendance or participation.

Important Resources and Information
UNDERGRADUATE FALL/WINTER 18-19 IMPORTANT DATES: 
Sessional: https://registrar.yorku.ca/enrol/dates/fw18 

Statutory: https://registrar.yorku.ca/enrol/dates/statutory-dates-2018-2019-academic-year 

Religious Observance: https://registrar.yorku.ca/enrol/dates/religious-accommodation-guidelines-2018-2019 

REMEDIATION RESOURCES 
Understanding Provisional Grades: 
http://currentstudents.yorku.ca/provisional-grades 

Understanding Assessed Grades: 
http://currentstudents.yorku.ca/assessed-grades 

Deferred Standing: 
http://myacademicrecord.students.yorku.ca/deferred-standing 
STUDENT ACADEMIC RESOURCES 
SPARK: 
https://spark.library.yorku.ca/ 

Writing Centres: 
http://acadresources.yorku.ca//writing-centres 
Libraries: 
https://www.library.yorku.ca/web/ 
LA&PS PASS (Peer-Assisted Study Sessions): 
http://new-college.laps.yorku.ca/pass/ 
Learning Commons: 

http://learningcommons.yorku.ca/ 
Academic Resources (LAPS) and FAQ’s: 
http://laps.yorku.ca/student-resources/academic-resources-and-faqs/ 
ACADEMIC ADVISING RESOURCES 
LA&PS Academic Advising: 
http://www.yorku.ca/laps/students/current_student_advising.html 
Academic Petitions: 
http://myacademicrecord.students.yorku.ca/academic-petitions 
Status of Academic Petitions: 
http://apps.eso.yorku.ca/apps/petitions.nsf 
Petition Appeals: 
http://laps.yorku.ca/files/2015/07/Appeal.pdf 
Course Withdrawal: 
http://myacademicrecord.students.yorku.ca/course-withdrawal 
Program Change Requests: 
http://myacademicrecord.students.yorku.ca/program-change 
Course Performance Summaries: 
http://laps.yorku.ca/files/2015/07/Course_Performance_Summary_2016-6.pdf 
NON-ACADEMIC CAMPUS RESOURCES 
Student Accessibility Services: 
http://accessibility.students.yorku.ca/ 
Aboriginal Student Services: 
http://aboriginal.info.yorku.ca/ 
Student Counselling and Development (formerly Personal Counselling Services): 
http://counselling.students.yorku.ca/ 
Mental Health and Wellness at York:

http://mhw.info.yorku.ca/
