Degeneration and Devolution: Fin de Siècle Visions of 
Nature, Science, and Society
Contexts:

The Scientific Background

        Evolution

                Jean-Baptiste Lamarck (1744-1829)

                        Inheritance of acquired characteristics

                Alfred Russel Wallace (1823-1913)

                Charles Lyell (1797-1875)

                Charles Darwin (1809-1882)

                        Voyage of the Beagle (1831-36)

                             On the Origin of Species (1859)

                             The Descent of Man (1871)

                             Adaptation

                             Natural Selection: Struggle

                             Sexual Selection
                   Degeneration

                             Entropy

                             Environment and Adaptation

                             Max Nordau, Degeneration (1892)
        Time and Time Travel



The Newtonian View
The Cultural Background

        Fin de Siècle: End of the Century

        Decadence and the Aesthetes

                Pessimism and Indifference

                Art for Art’s Sake

                Self-Indulgence



Moral, Physical, and Intellectual Degeneration
The Social Background

        The Labour Question: The Sphinx


Class and Evolution

H. G. Wells:

        Biography

        Views

        Thomas H. Huxley (1825-1895)

        The Time Machine

                Hard and Soft Science Fiction

                Time: The Fourth Dimension

                Class, Evolution, and Degeneration

                The Time Traveller

                        Narrative Voice and Characterization

                             Eloi or Morlock?
