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Pythagoras

Pythagoras is a mysterious, but important man in the world of mathematics. He was a Greek mathematician and a philosopher, but was best known for his Pythagorean Theorem. He was born around 572 B.C. on the island of Samos. Unfortunately, exact details of his life are unknown. For about 22 years, Pythagoras spent time traveling though Egypt and Babylonia to educate himself. At about 530 B.C., he settled in a Greek town in southern Italy called Crotona. This was where Pythagoras began reciting lectures about mathematics and philosophy. Those who listened to these lectures were the intellectuals of the town who shared similar interests to Pythagoras. Among these intellectual men, Pythagoras formed a brotherhood that was an exclusive society devoted to moral, political and social life. This society was known as Pythagoreans. 


The Pythagorean School excelled in many subjects, such as music, medicine and mathematics. In the society, members were known as mathematikoi. They lived as vegetarians and had no possessions to their name. The society used numbers as a way to express the universe. 


Though it would appear that Pythagoras was the creator of the Pythagorean Theorem, history tells us that this theorem has been introduced through drawings, texts, legends, and stories from Babylon, Egypt, and China, dating back to 1800-1500 B.C. Unfortunately, no one is sure who the true founder of the Pythagorean Theorem is. But it does seem certain through many history books that some time in the sixth century B.C., Pythagoras derives a proof for the Pythagorean Theorem. 

