Civilization
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Civilization Requires Organization

¢ In pre-agriculturall societies, as soon
as there was enough foed for all,
work stopped.

+» With agriculture, a field must be
sown, tended, and later hanvested all
at onee.

< he hanvest must e stored.

< Domestic animals must: 19e
maintained as arherd:
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The Surplus

o When all goes well, there will be a
surplus of foed that IS not
immediately distributed.

¢ It Is valuable, and must be managed
and guarded.
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Bureaucracy.

+» With the Agricultural Revelution
comes:
— Government bureaucracy,
— Standing armies

— A controlling| social  elite
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Trades

+ Not all people had to farm. Seme

could become specialists in particular
tasks:

— Potters

— ool makers

— Metallworkers) (smiths)
— Balkers;, bULChEers, Etc.

— Blreaucrats and priests (ofiten the same
people)
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Agricultural Improvements

¢ Saving and scattering seed produces
a crop, but the crop could be greatly
improved by breaking up the soil and

getting the seeds; just below: the
surface.

o WO Inventions in different parts of
the werldiselved that prollem
dififerently/
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+ In the Middle East, nerth Africa, andlthe Mediterranean,, the
simple plough—or scrateh plough—was invented.

» It cut a furrow in the ground imto) which| seeds were: thrown,
and then covered over.

e This s eften called thermost importantinvention of allftime:
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The Seed Dirill

+ In the Orient, a
different solution, g
to the same
proklem was, a
machine that
pushed a fiew,
Sseeds directly
Inte; therground
iR evenlysspaced
1OWS}
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Irrigation

Shadoofs, water-raising devices.

% An InneVvation eif greater: significance even
thanrthe ploughrand therseed drllwasrthe
CONCEPL O IMgation: BrHRAGING Water to the
CIiEPS;, NOL JUSE Wating e rain or fleeds.
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Irrigation Leads to Government

+» Even if a farming society had begun
to flourishy with' relatively
Independent farmers, ence Irrigation
IS Introduced, infirastructure follows.

¢ Anlirrigation ditch and water-raising
devices are large, eExpensive
projects, requiring gevernment,
taxation), etc.

The Eertile Crescent
= w 2

¢ The first area ofi
the world to move
to an agricultural
way of life: was
near where Africa,
Eurepe, and Asia
mEeet.
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Why There?

¢ The “Fertile Crescent” is fertile,
because rivers from all three
continents; drain inte it, bringing rich
nutrients to the soil as well as water.

¢ It was alsol in an area of moderate
climate; perfect for gfewing Crops:

¢ For those reasons! it was also) mere
heavily pepulated:




Mesopotamia

+ The world’s first great civilization
arose in the Fertile Crescent.

— This happened in particular in an area
that is new, part off lrag.

— This areal is beounded by the Tigrs; and
the EUuphrates rvers:

—Jihe Greeks, called it VMesepotamias,
meaning “hetween|the rvers.™
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+ The first notable
civilization in
Meseopoetamia was
Sumer.

¢ It was lecated in
seuthern
IViesepotamia; nEar
WhErE! the nvVers
Jein:
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Early Settlements

¢ The earliest known settlement in the
Euphrates floodplain dates from
before 5000 BCE. It is characterized
by large villages; and temples.

» Relatively: rapid development is
attributed te the use off irrigation.
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Historical Sumer

+ The known history oft Sumer begins
in 2900 BCE, with the invention of
Writing|.

Cuneiform

# The Mesopotamian area was rich in
clay and in reeds that grew on the
river banks.

o ey were combined tor make a
meditm: for Wiiting:
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Cuneiform, contd.

+ Clay was formed! into a slab, about
the size of a human hand.

¢ The reed stalks were cut to make a
stylus.

¢ Ihe stylus was) pushed inter the wet
clay/inra variety: of different Way/si to
make recognizable marks, canrying
meaning.
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Cuneiform, contd.

+ The clay tablets were
left to dry in the sun,
and became very.
durable.

Tihere are thousands
off cuneiform tablets
still iR  existence.

Hence, much 1s; knewn
abyeut therhiStory ofi
these settiements.
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Sumerian Culture

¢ The Sumerians were very well
organized and had a complex
bureaucracy, ruled by the priests in
the temples.

o All'the major trades off pre-imdustrial
times developed there.
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The Downside of Sumerian Culture

+ The trend to rapid urbanization and
blight of the envirenment that
follewed was characteristic.

¢ Fertile soilsi were quickly: depleted by
OVEI Use.

» Over-irrigation ledl to salinization.

+ 1he accumulation of Wealth attracted
raiders, The area has lveen a
battieground ever since.




