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DIGITALITY AND THE MEMORY OF CINEMA:
: BEARING THE LOSSES OF THE
DIGITAL CODE

.., baresque artists know well thar hallucination does not feign presence, bur
presence is hallucinarory,

—GILLES DELEUZE, The Fald [ribmiz amd phe Barogue

.".___H_ﬁw—mﬁ—u.n.m curarorial projects in the late 1990s catalyzed this section’s
s on the “return” of cinema in the digiral age. For the 1997 Fla-

ty mnE.EE I eocurated with Patricia R. Zimmermann a selection of
. rwmr._._ and video artists who were experimenting with digital tech-
ogy on platforms other than film. In addition to sessions dedicated 1o
“D-ROM and digitized video work by Muntadas, Reginald Woolery,
EEH_ and Dianiel Reeves, participants were presented with the first
) E_n_ﬁ of works on CD-ROM and the Internet thar challenged the
ventions of screening and specrarorship thar have been nurtured by cin-
tic culture since the days of Robert Flaherty. The success of this mod-
aroject, whose exhibition was limited to the long weekend of this “mini”
Seminar, encouraged me to undertake a much more ambitious
ion, “Contact Zones: The Art of CD-ROM.” This internarional
ition of over eighty CD-ROMs by artisss from twenty countries toured
Ve years in the Unived Seares, Mexico, France, and Canada, with seg-
Fn_E__n_ in related exhibitions in China, South Africa, and the
1: __nh..__ a deep impression on me during public discussions held in
anction with these exhibitions was the keen sense expressed by many
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