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total cinema would lead to the disappearance of the screen (i.e.. _._c._ﬁc..
graphic cinema),” the contemporary context presents just "H. opposi Hﬂ
frames within frames Eu_*m_“ﬂn_w_ﬁ:“.a ”_ﬁuﬂmﬁh__u_ﬂ _._”ﬂu ,L..ﬁ .MM__..aﬂr.:.
his essay, | focus on one of the mOst o ' \
“a”_mmmﬂ Mw_u_u" Labyrinthe. The exhibition .__.._u.u._“_muﬁ:...i. by Colin _M."H.__.._
with Roman Kroitor, who were both EEE.ﬁE&JMﬂE:ﬂE m,_m_,.
i i i ana .
iroctors from the Unit B at the National Film of |
_"__.Hnﬁ ._“_3.1::._ Project proposed an audio-visual Eﬂw:m.._nm. :._m__”_ mﬂw
i ' f cimema by creating
believed could well transform the future of ciner i e A
i blish a ‘pre-history” of digita
medium. My account does not seck to esta i
s bt rather to point to this experiment, one of thousan A
Hﬂﬂuﬂm%&mﬂ;_ n..mn__u.;m..___ cultures of the sixties, to illustrate an .:nd,.nmm;._:._m
desire on the part of artists to creale entirely new E.n::mn.“__..__:.mm c.___m....m”.w
sory immersion that would expand the experience n..a film." I .__HM_._ : i
ko draw attention to a particular attitude underlying the NFB's .E.__._.u___n_..
rinthe. This was an attitude that was ak once utopian n.:_“._ pragmatic,
combining a profound awareness of the world as organic inferconmnec-
tivity and simultaneity as communicative possibility.

dless world that operated off the ground. This is the context in
I would like to analyse one of the most successful multi-screen,
amber film experiments at Expo 67,

. Organized by the NFB for Expo, Labyrinthe was precisely the kind of
Future cinema earth city project that a collective fantasy was conjuning
. the popular culture of the sixties. One of the expressive metaphors for
his fantasy of modernity was an excess of screens, and Expo 67 was
filled with them. As Judith Shatnoff's review in Film Quarterly des-
cribed, ‘film came on two screens, on three, five, six, nine in a circle, 112
moving screen cubes, a 7T0mm frame broken into innumerable sereen
shapes, screens mirrored to infinity, a water screen, a dome screen,”
nd new names were being invented to describe these screens: Circle
jon, Polyvision, Kino-Automat, Diapolyecran, and Kaleidoscope.
While the Moscow World's Fair featured Glimpses of the LISA, a projec-
ign on seven screens by Charles Earmes in 1959 (which upstaged The
il af Man photographic exhibition curated by Edward Steichen),
and while the New York World's Fair {1964) had dozens of multi-screen
projections, including Glimpses of B LISA on fourteen screens at the
IBM pavilion," there was nothing that matched Expo in terms of sheer
qu of international and experimental films."!

~ As a future-tense city, Expo was said to be itself a cinematic city, filled
‘with structures made of webs and screens that refracted and reflected
ather images, bodies in movement, and atmospheric variations, Indeed,
the ‘master plan design intent,” whose chief architect was Edouard Fiset,
recommended that designers and architects explore the new possibili-

Expo as Earth City

[ was a young child when [ attended Expo &7, and my amﬂnﬂ...w ﬂu.h
are :mmbu. vet childhood memories, n,d_..n.n:w_.__”_.? as wﬂnh..““n% :d.. H.__”H e
preserve lasting ...-...ﬂ...mm&ui& a time, Two Eﬁmﬂnm e oo
i E.mﬁ.”:n:_umuﬁ w..ﬁ__wrn..umﬂn._.ﬁ ‘space-age’ mirrored in ties of webs and film-like materials, Expo was called the *Space-Frame
e designed: _..n_d_..: ; J—Hn?u:n&mmmﬁ.; orbed surfaces. The second . Fair' because so many pavilions covered large areas with lightweight
wasa o thl q._“__u._h.ﬁ..HE._ would serve as a means of corporeal tratts- ] materials creating structures that were demountable and ready for
port .-.E__._uﬂ. .:.Enﬂ _"..._-..u.____._m.._.._n well Ecrgaiuﬁ_n& by Star Trek, which fFansportation. It is the immaterial, the impermanent, the non-linear, the
poswE ._._w_m Hﬁﬁﬁﬁn.._nm * that scemed made of cathode ray beams, B of Evxpo that gave It fis modern futurlstic st
?E.:E_u ke - derful {and ironic) m:nmﬁm:_wzgi the elec- he new, dematerialized commaodity culture of North America. Thus it
i de TV transmission possible. All across as not the monumentality of ‘a disposable imperial city, expressing
Nori: America primary chools added special fetures 1o curticul man's dominance over the earth, ! that we find at Expo 67 but the flex-
Tnn_".”m& .__..“_.w..,__””.u hand by Expo and on the other by the promise of . of the city in movement, Not surprising, transportation and the
inspined on | liar fashion, the two projects were synonymaots. irchiestration of traffic were the key components of the entire plan, with
<y jiﬁ uise of ‘Man and His World,' the theme of Irains uniting vast areas of the complex site. The trains were themselves
-y m_.EEn_n,,_.r...u._r. uﬂ__mwuu_...m...:nw the future planet and technology. Grow- et o ey e i g e
ing up i Mont L, I can recall more than one school project geared ecording to different speeds, operating at different heights while affer-
ing up in r___nﬁ.._.__.mm the future of the planet as a utopian city (one of ing riders a variety of vintas M Expo's one A
ﬂﬂwﬂﬁﬂ“ﬂ“ﬂﬁ?ﬂﬂtﬁzusw WS ihe “planet 23 city")': a fluld and - made islands built on the S5t Lawrence River ille Notre-Dame and [le




m_h ulti-Screens and Future Cinema:
‘The Labyrinth Project at Expo 67

ANINE MARCHESSAULT

edia histories are located across a variety of artistic and industrial
ctices, institutions, and technologies. Ome aspect of this includes the
story of an attitude towards the media, and more specifically towards
at makes them new and meaningful. As both Marshall McLuhan
| Raymond Williams have shown us, the evolution of media forms
s not arise suddenly out of nowhere but is connected to a social, eco-
mic, and cultural network of conditions, grammars, and contiguities
at support their development.! World expaositions are places where
v expectations and attitudes towards future technology are stimu-
 This is no doubt what makes them such useful historical markers
kural value. Consider Expo 67, which was held in Montreal to cel-
ate Canada's centenary. Second only to Paris’s Exposition Uni-
le of 1900, it was one of the most successful world fairs ever held,
h attendance at just over fifty million.® Although it may be true that
world expositions are training grounds for commeodity consumption
ways that ‘raise spectatorship to a civic ﬂﬁ*_.___.n__ what distinguished
0 67 from all other previous world expositions was its spectacular
weasing of audio-visual technologies. Over three thousand films
e produced for the event, several film festivals were connected to it,
uding a large Montreal Film Festival and a student film festival.
roximately 65 per cent of all the pavilions and complexes presented
ing pictures, many of which were dazzling displays of the new
bility of the screen and the new synesthesia of the visual cultures of
* world mediated through technology.?
Hhis event can be read as an important precursor to the multiplica-
a0 and interconnectedness of screens that characterize twenty-first-
ntury digital architectures. While Bazin predicted that the myth of
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