Artists participating in the April 1st Concert

Grupo Taller
Victor Saldivia, was born in Valdivia, Chile, and Juan San Martin was born in Santiago. They are the co-founders of Grupo Taller. Formed in Toronto, Ontario, in 1978, this band’s music is Latin American in origin offering a variety of fused rhythms from the Afro-Cuban tradition and native sounds from the Andes. Taller uses a variety of instruments, including guitar, Colombian tiple, and Venezuelan cuatro, incorporating a wide variety of the folklore roots of South America. The band participates in a wide cross-section of internationally sponsored cultural events, especially within the Latin American communities of both Canada and the United States, all in an effort to maintain their cultural heritage and introduce it within the Canadian context.
Webpage:  http://collections.ic.gc.ca/heirloom_series/volume7/countries/chile4.html
Tango Diaspora by Sur Theatre

Sur Theatre was founded in 1993 and since then, Sur Theatre has developed tango-theatre as medium to express its work. Since its creation in 1993, Sur Theatre has performed at numerous venues, including The Actors’ Lab, Damn Straight Studio, Theatre Center, the Harbour Front, and has also performed in Argentina. Diaspora is an excerpt from Tanguecero, a play mounted at Tangofest in 2005.

Lisandro Gomez is from Argentina has been teaching and performing tango for 10 years. He has also trained with Augusto Boal, renowned for his work in Spontaneous theatre, or Theatre of the Oppressed. Lisandro is the director of Sur Theatre.
Tatiana has been Lisandro’s tango partner for the last 4 years. She has danced tango since 1995, learning here and in Argentina. The couple owns a studio (Studio145) where they teach tango. 

Webpages: www.tangosur.com and www.surtheatre.com  

Nancy White
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Who is this woman, Nancy White, of whom no one is talking enough?
Singer, slacker mom, minimalist banjo player, despairing CBC listener, annoying driver, Borealis recording artist, list slave, mouton chaser, lapsed Maritimer, reluctant gardener, occasional blonde, novelty song writing champ, and president of the Palmerston Institute for Inquiry into Peculiar Behaviours, Nancy White tries to be some things to some people and succeeds, dammit.

Yes, she is that Nancy White, the woman who wrote and sang hundreds of songs about the news for CBC radio's Sunday Morning, between 1976 and 1994.

In 1990 she recorded a much-loved (and reportedly therapeutic) song collection called Momnipotent: Songs for Weary Parents, the perfect Mother's Day gift, and she got to sing some of those songs in a series of fabulous symphony pops concerts.

This year she moved back into the big band world with a concert with the Prince Edward Island Symphony, conducted by James Mark.

Nancy has played all over Canada in theatres, and at folk and comedy festivals. This summer she¹s hosting a Leonard Cohen tribute at the Vancouver Folk Festival, July 16-18, and will perform with The Three-Headed Trio at the Blue Skies Festival in Clarendon, Ontario.

The Three-Headed Trio is a meeting of the mindless: Nancy and the brilliant comic singers Roger James and Wendell Ferguson have combined forces, and will tour the Maritimes in January and many parts of Ontario in February in Songs with Punchlines.

She also does a show called Peculiar Behaviours with her piano player Bob Johnston and Roger James.

Nancys latest CD, Stickers on Fruit (Borealis) is a mixture of comedy and straight songs, which people seem to like. For instance, Betsy Wellings wrote in the Victory Music Review: "Stickers on Fruit contains seventeen cuts, each a work of art, dazzling in its wit and musicality... every song is a gem… a finely crafted work by a true professional in the folk music industry". (Bad reviews available on request. A small fee, plus GST, will be charged for this service.)

Other CDs include Gaelic Envy, Nancy White: Unexpected, and Pumping Irony, and she previously recorded a series of political cassettes, including Songs of the Spanish Civil War and other Struggles, performed with guitarist Rick Whitelaw.

Her song "River Mend My Heart" is included on the lovely, just-released Canoe Songs produced by Paul Mills. (www.canoesongs.com), and to Nancy's delight, Cathy Fink and Marcy Marxer sang "And I Copied It" on the 2004 pre-Grammy NPR show Morning Edition.

This season she's done several (non-musical) commentaries for the TVO health show Second Opinion.

Accepting a somewhat daunting challenge, Nancy has agreed to teach songwriting and stage deportment at the amazing Ontario music camp, "The Woods" in August.

Nancy White usually appears in concert with the witty piano picker Bob Johnston and, on occasion, with her teenage daughters The Wilde Sisters - they're the ones who sing "My God My Mom" on "Stickers on Fruit".

Ms.White lives in Toronto. 

Webpages:

http://www.borealisrecords.com/a_white.html
 

http://www.corporateentertainers.ca/nancywhite.htm
 

http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.com/index.cfm?PgNm=TCE&Params=U1ARTU0003682
Marcelo Puente

Marcelo Puente is a singer and songwriter of Chilean origin. His music is the expression of South American roots reflected in our lives in Canada. He has been a voice and a messenger of hope for the people who fled their home country after the military coup in Chile. He has been very active as a Chilean musician in the artistic life of Toronto. Marcelo is the recipient of three awards -- the “Musique du Monde” Porcupine Award, the “Premio Somos” Latin American Achievement Award, and an Ontario Volunteer Service Award. 
Nano Valverde & Ayekán Ensemble

 

Nano Valverde is a Chilean-born composer and school teacher. 

He has composed several musical works for dance, theatre, films and documentaries. His previous multi-media piece Reading Galeano was presented at the Salvador Allende Festival for Peace on Sept 11, 2004 and other festivals.

Reading Galeano II: On Argentina 
(duration 20 minutes)

is an original composition for the April 1st commemoration concert in remembrance of the 1976-1983 coup d’etat in Argentina.

The presentation includes texts from Eduardo Galeano (Memories of Fire, Upside Down) 
about the Mothers and Grandmothers of Plaza de Mayo, consumerism, and the brutality 
of the 1976-1983 coup d’etat. 

Music will be performed live by Ayekan ensemble: Nano Valverde (guitar), Joy Simmons (cello),
 Lucy Lafontaine (flute), Peter Dean (guitar), and Melanie Spence (singer).
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