Information on Films and Documentaries 

Basta: Building a New Argentina – Enough: Building a New Argentina (2004) 

Directed by:
Kathy Price
Runtime: 50 min 
Country: Canada
Language: English 
Color: Color 

Commentary
“Basta” means “enough” and that’s what Argentineans are saying about economic policies of globalization that have brought their country to collapse.  Half of the country now lives below the poverty line but churches and partners are not sitting still.  They are challenging the system and creating new ways forward.  There are stories of hope and resistance form the southern-most tip of our hemispheres, where churches and communities are demonstrating that a more just and inclusive world is possible.
Hunters of Utopia - Cazadores de utopías (1996) 
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0112648/
Directed by
David Blaustein

Writing credits 
Ernesto Jauretche
Runtime: 150 min 
Country: Argentina 
Language: Spanish (English sub-titles)
Color: Color 
Sound Mix: Dolby 
Certification: Argentina:Atp
Commentary
A documentary composed by some thirty interviews and pieces from film archives, many of them previously unseen, regarding the Montoneros urban guerrilla group and its starring role in the clashes which took place in Argentina in the period from the early 1970s to the mid 80s. It records the words of the survivors of those times, who pose the way to assembling the difficult puzzle capable of interpreting the social, political, and cultural context of an Argentina which came from decades of party banning, persecutions and military dictatorships.

Spoils of War - Botín de Guerra (2000) 
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0225210/
Directed by
David Blaustein


Writing credits 
David Blaustein 
Luisa Irene Ickowicz
Genre: Documentary
Runtime: 118 min 
Country: Argentina / Spain 
Language: Spanish (English sub-titles)
Color: Color 
Sound Mix: Dolby 
Certification: Brazil:14 / Argentina:Atp
	Berlin International Film Festival

	Year
	Result
	Award
	Category/Recipient(s)

	2000 
	Won
	Prize of the Ecumenical Jury
	Panorama
David Blaustein 

	 

	Havana Film Festival

	Year
	Result
	Award
	Category/Recipient(s)

	1999 
	3rd place
	Special Mention
	Documentary
David Blaustein 

	 

	Santa Barbara International Film Festival

	Year
	Result
	Award
	Category/Recipient(s)

	2001 
	Won
	Human Rights Award
	
David Blaustein 

	 

	Valladolid International Film Festival

	Year
	Result
	Award
	Category/Recipient(s)

	1999 
	2nd place
	Best Documentary
	
David Blaustein 
For portraying the unlimited wickedness of dictatorships.
Tied with Frosset hjerte (1999).

	 


Commentary
This documentary focuses on the legacy of Argentina’s “dirty war” of 1976-1983, during which thousands of people were kidnapped, tortured, and disappeared by the military junta.  Their children were taken and scattered into right-wing homes.  But the persevering grandmothers did not give up, instead marching fearlessly against the authorities in Buenos Aires’ Plaza de Mayo.  After democracy was restored, they established a comprehensive DNA bank to identify the children.  Now, the grandchildren – these “spoils of war” – are being recovered.  This documentary won the Prize of the Ecumenical Jury at the Berlin International Film Festival in 2000 and the Human Rights Award at the Santa Barbara International Film Festival in 2001.
The Mothers of Plaza de Mayo (1985)
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0089460/
Directed by
Susana Blaustein Muñoz
Lourdes Portillo
Genre: Documentary
Runtime: 64 min 
Country: Argentina 
Language: Spanish (English sub-titles)
 

Summary

The principal subjects of this documentary are the mothers of those who were disappeared in Argentina between 1976 and 1983.  As a result of personal human crisis this documentary presents the mothers organized as a group of women who share a common suffering and commitment to remembrance, peace, and justice.  It is through testimonials that the mothers share their stories of those moments they lived when their children, sometimes in their own presence, were apprehended by the military and taken away never to return.  It is a documentary that traces the mother’s quest for justice – justice for the disappeared so that there is no impunity for those who were involved in the disappearance of 30,000 Argentineans.  

The Official Story - La Historia oficial (1985)
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0089276/
Directed by
Luis Puenzo

Writing credits 
Aída Bortnik (written by)
Luis Puenzo (written by)
Genre: Drama / History
Runtime: 112 min 
Country: Argentina 
Language: Spanish (English sub-titles)
Color: Color (Eastmancolor) 
Sound Mix: Dolby 
Certification: Argentina:18 / Canada:R / Chile:18 / France:-12 / Italy:VM18 / Netherlands:18 / USA:R / West Germany:18
Plot Summary 

Alicia (Norma Aleandro) lives a comfortable life with her husband Roberto (Héctor Alterio) and her adopted five-year-old daughter, Gaby (Analia Castro). She teaches history in a boy's prep school and is a stickler for rules, insisting that her students confine classroom discussion and essays to events as they are related in textbooks and official documents ("the official story"). When her old friend, Ana (Chunchuna Villafane), returns after living abroad for several years, Alicia learns that Ana had been held prisoner and tortured for more than a month by members of the former regime, as they attempted to extort from her the whereabouts of her husband, a "subversive." From Ana she learns that many others had been held prisoner, tortured, murdered, and that infants had been taken from their mothers. When Alicia goes to her classes she encounters street demonstrations demanding the return of the "disappeared." Her well ordered life begins to unravel as she begins to search for her adopted child's true origins with the help of Sara (Chela Ruiz), who is herself looking for her missing daughter.  This film won the Academy Award for Best Foreign Language Film in 1986.
Trivia for: La Historia oficial

· The filming of the movie began in 1983, the same year that the military dictatorship ended in Argentina. The filming was cancelled due to the threats received by the director, actors and particularly to Analia Castro's family. It was announced that filming was cancelled, but production continued in secret until 1985.

· First Argentina's movie Academy Award Winner for Best Foreign Language Film in 1986.

· The house where Alicia, Roberto and Gaby live is actually the house of the director, Luis Puenzo.

· Second Argentina's movie Golden Globe Winner for Best Foreign Film in 1986.

· The movie was released on 3 April 1985, the same day that the first judgments were made against the military men in Argentina.

· The song that Gaby sings is call "En el país de Nomeacuerdo", a famous childhood song from Argentina, composed by María Elena Walsh.

The Process – El Proceso (2003)

http://www.dvdventas.com/index.php?modulo=max&id=5698&DVDventas=ca8f2e7b30dce26cbfb993365c231966
Directed by:
Roman Lejtman
Genre: Documentary 

Runtime: 62 min 
Country: Argentina
Language: Spanish (English sub-titles)
Color: Color 
 

Plot Summary 


This documentary examines the brutal military dictatorship in Argentina, from the coup that brought it to power to the disastrous war over the Malvinas Islands that led to its demise. The film profiles the series of military leaders who headed up the regime, with astonishing archival footage of speeches and propaganda issued by the dictatorship as it kidnapped, tortured and “disappeared” more than 30,000 people. The film traces “the process” of the regime’s rise and fall, looking at the Mothers of the Plaza de Mayo, a group of women who staged weekly protests demanding information about the abduction and disappearance of their children, and the regime’s fatal attempt to stir up patriotic support by starting a war. 

The Triple A are the Armed Forces – La Triple A son las Fuerzas Armadas (1977) 

http://www.habanafilmfestival.com/peliculas/peli_amplia.php3?ord=8253&festi=2002
Directed by: Cine de la Base / Raymundo Gleyzer
 
Original title: Las AAA son las tres armas

Genre: Documentary 

Runtime: 28 min 
Country: Argentina
Language: English / Spanish 
Color: Black & White

 Plot Summary 


The Anti-Communist Argentinian Alliance (AAA) was a para-military organization that during the mid 1970’s carried out hundreds of kidnappings and assassinations of leftwing political and union activists. 

After the 1976 coup d’état was launched, the military were able to improve on the repressive techniques and thus caused the disappearance of 30,000 citizens. Included in this tragic list is journalist and author Rodolfo Walsh who, 24hs prior to his own kidnapping made public an open letter to General J. R. Videla. The documentary focuses on the links that existed between the AAA and the Argentinian Armed Forces, and also provides an opportunity for the public to hear R. Walsh’s final message. 

