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Michael Herren holds a Licentiate in Medieval Studies from the Pontifical Institute of Mediaeval Studies, Toronto, and a  Ph.D. in Classics from the University of Toronto. He is an expert on late antique and early medieval Latin literature. He has published widely on the Latin literature of the British Isles, specializing in the edition and translation of linguistically challenging texts. His interests extend to the classical tradition in the Middle Ages, particularly the continuity of Graeco-Roman mythology and the Greek language.  He has also worked extensively on the history of Christianity in the British Isles, especially Ireland. His courses at Atkinson include: How the Irish Saved Western Civilization, Augustine and the End of the Roman Empire, Myths and Their Meanings, and Text and Interpretation. For much of his career at Atkinson he taught language and literature courses in Greek and Latin and directed the Programme in Classical Studies. He currently teaches in the Ancient History graduate programme and in Interdisciplinary Studies at York. He also teaches graduate courses on specialized topics at the Centre for Medieval Studies in the University of Toronto.

Herren has been recognized for his work both in Canada and abroad. At York he was honoured with a Distinguished Research Professorship. He is a Member of the Royal Society of Canada and an Honorary Member of the Royal Irish Academy. He has received a number of prestigious fellowships including a Killam Research Fellowship (Canada), a Guggenheim Fellowship (U.S.A.), and on two occasions the Alexander-von-Humboldt Research Fellowship (Germany). In 2004 he was awarded the Konrad Adenauer Research Prize for lifetime achievement in the humanities; the prize is jointly sponsored by the Royal Society of Canada and the Alexander-von-Humboldt Research Foundation. On his retirement in 2006 he received a Festschrift featuring articles published by colleagues and graduate students and his list of publications to the same year. 
Teaching and researching abroad has been a hallmark of Herren’s career over the years. He was a visiting lecturer in Medieval Latin at University College Dublin and at the University of Cambridge. In addition to the fellowships held under the auspices of the Humboldt Foundation, he was also Senior Research Fellow at King’s College London. In 2007 he was named Distinguished Visiting Professor of Medieval Studies at the University of California at Berkeley.

Herren has also been an active participant in international organizations, including the Medieval Academy of America, for which he served as a councillor, and the International Medieval Latin Committee. He organized three international conferences held at York. In 1990 Herren founded The Journal of Medieval Latin, which he has continued to edit to the present day along with the Journal’s attached monograph series. 
Select Publications:
The Hisperica Famina [critical text with translation and commentary], 2 vols. (Toronto: Pontifical Institute of Mediaeval Studies, 1974 and 1987).
[with Michael Lapidge] Aldhelm, the Prose Works (Cambridge: D. S. Brewer, 1979).

The Sacred Nectar of the Greeks: The Study of Greek in the West in the Early Middle Ages [proceedings of a colloquium held at York in 1986] (London: King’s College, 1988).
Iohannis Scotti Eriugenae Carmina [critical text, translation and commentary] (Dublin: Dublin Institute for Advanced Studies, 1993).

Latin Letters in Early Christian Ireland (Aldershot, U.K.: Variorum, 1996).

[with Shirley Ann Brown] Christ in Celtic Christianity: Britain and Ireland from the Fifth to the Tenth century (Woodbridge, U.K.: The Boydell Press, 2002).

Herren’s current research projects include a new edition and first translation of The Cosmography of Aethicus Ister and a comprehensive study of the transmission of Graeco-Roman mythology in western Europe, 600-1100 C.E.

When not pursuing his work in the academy, Herren enjoys travel, learning languages, swimming and rowing at his cottage and, most of all, singing. He is an accomplished interpreter of German Lieder and Italian canzoni, and has sung leading roles with amateur opera and operetta groups at York and elsewhere.  
