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 Our letter 
Re: “Women’s Studies is still with us” editorial, January 26, 2010
As the executive members of the CWSA/ACEF (Canadian Women’s Studies Association – the professional organization of Women’s Studies practitioners in Canada, with a membership of over 500), we write to express our discontent with and outrage over the recent editorial by the ‘editorial board’ of the National Post about our academic discipline. On the one hand, this seems clearly to be an attempt by Barbara Kay (and her friends at the National Post) to ‘get the last word’ about this issue – after her recent appearance on CBC’s The Current was so aptly rebutted by a deluge of responses to the show – and thus should be easily dismissed as sour grapes (and we did just ignore this for a few days). On the other hand, though, the sheer outrageousness of the comments here does need some response from Women's Studies practitioners. While we won’t even attempt to address or correct the complete ignorance about this discipline reflected in the editorial, we would like to suggest that the National Post Editorial Board exhibit some semblance of journalistic integrity and do some research (real research, like talking to Women’s Studies professors and students, for instance) before giving itself the authority to comment on this field. Or they could even start with talking to Kathryn Blaze Carlson, whose much more reasoned article on the issue of name changes in the field appeared in this same paper the day before (the dissonance between the two pieces really makes us wonder about the internal politics of the National Post too). And of course, as always, the CWSA/ACEF has a number of ready and willing actual Women’s Studies professors and students available to clearly and intelligently articulate some of what this academic discipline really does – which is much more complex and interesting than what your editorial rant presents. 

Sincerely, 

The Executive members of the Canadian Women’s Studies Association (CWSA/ACEF) 
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