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Is this complaint challenging government action? 
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Does Government 
Action Violate a 
Charter right 
(in Section 2 or 15)? 

No. 
 
Then Charter does not 
apply. 
 
 
 

Is the violation 
nevertheless “saved” by 
Section 1, because harm 

caused by violation is 
outweighed by benefit to 

society of the 
government action. 

If not saved by Section 
1, then the government 
action violates the 
Charter and the action 
will probably be struck 
down as illegal. 
 
For example, a law that 
violates a Charter right 
that is not “saved” by 
section 1 must be 
repealed. 

If a violation of the 
Charter is “saved” by 
Section 1, then the 
government action can 
stand.  It is not illegal. 


