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Government of Canada Tables in the House
The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
Canadians with Disabilities Celebrate This Milestone Event

Today, Minister Peter MacKay, on behalf of the Government of Canada, tabled in the House the
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD). This is the final step in the process of
Ratification of the Convention, one that has been eagerly awaited by Canadians with disabilities.

“Not since the inclusion of disability in the Charter of Rights and Freedoms have Canadians with
disabilities seen such substantive attention given to the rights of persons with disabilities,” said Steve
Estey, Chairperson of CCD’s International Committee. “This is truly a historic day for persons with
disabilities and we applaud the Government of Canada’s commitment to promoting and ensuring the
rights of Canadians with disabilities,” said Estey.

“Creation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities at the United Nations was a 5
year process and at every step of the way people with disabilities were centrally engaged in the
discussions,” stated Marie White, Chair of CCD. “The Government of Canada included people with
disabilities in their official delegation to the United Nations during the development of the CRPD and
they funded the disability community to provide advice on Articles of the Convention as they were
developed. Our expectation is now that, once ratification is complete, they will centrally include us in
the development of a national action plan to make real the promises of the Convention,” said White.

December 3™, 2009 International Day of Persons with Disabilities is truly a day of celebration for
Canadians with disabilities. Our Government, by moving forward with the final steps of ratification of
the CRPD, has made it clear that the issues of Canadians with disabilities are of national importance
and deserve substantive attention.

“Disability has not been and is not a partisan issue. All parties in the House of Commons have
supported development of the CRPD and ratification of it. Today Canadians with disabilities say
thank you to all Members of Parliament and to all Parties who have worked over the years to bring us
to this milestone moment in time,” said Estey.
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