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146 miles long, 52 miles across



History





Pidgin
Creole / Patois

Language



Basilect
Mesolect
Acrolect



Basilect
Sample



Source: Jamaican Creole, Otelemate G. Harry JIPA



Acrolect
Sample



The North Wind and the Sun were disputing which was the stronger, 
when a traveler came along wrapped in a warm cloak.
They agreed that the one who first succeeded in making the traveler 
take his cloak off should be considered stronger than the other.
Then the North Wind blew as hard as he could, but the more he blew 
the more closely did the traveler fold his cloak around him;
and at last the North Wind gave up the attempt. Then the Sun shone 
warmly, and immediately the traveler took off his cloak.
And so the North Wind was obliged to confess that the Sun was the 
stronger of the two.



Sound 
Change 

Highlights



θ, ð → t, d



There are two thousand 
people in South Field, 

St. Elizabeth
Paul Meier





Light/clear 
final L



Glide Insertion 
on Palatals
kja- ɡja-



/h/ & /g/
Droppin’



In Old ‘arbour Bay, ‘arry
is ‘opin’ to halways

appear ‘elpful.



ACROLECT

BASILECT
Alicia Beckford Wassink



ACROLECTBASILECT
After Alicia Beckford Wassink



GOOSE

u̠



a
TRAP BATH

PALM
LOT CLOTH

THOUGHT
START
FORCE



FACE & GOAT
ACROLECT

eː oː



ACROLECT
eː

I hope you know 
where we’re going.oː

The mistake will make it 
take days longer.

Jim Johnson



uoː
FACE & GOAT

BASILECT

ieː



BASILECT
ieː
uoː I ‘ope you know

where we’re goin’.

The mistake will make 
it take days longer.



RHOTIC?
or

DON’T IT?



“While /r/ is categorically 
absent before following 
consonants (part), it may be 
present word-finally (par) under 
certain conditions, which are a 
matter of dispute.”

BASILECT

Ingrid Rosenfelder



Though generally assumed to be rhotic, 
studies show lots of variety, with /r/ 
present only 22% of the time.
Probability of /r/,Strongest to weakest:
NEAR, FORCE, SQUARE, CURE, START, NURSE, NORTH

ACROLECT



/r/ on the Continuum
• R is always retained between two vowels and word initially. 

• The following “levels” (as we move toward Acrolect) 
classified by the consonants that follow the /r/:
• before /l, m, n/ curl, harm, burn
• before /s, z, ʃ/ parse, Mars, harsh
• before /t, d, tʃ, dʒ/ part, hard, parch, barge
• before /p, b, f, v, k, g/ harp, orb, surf, curve, bark, iceberg

• Least likely to happen: /r/ at the end of a word, as in lettER



START  &  FORCE
merger

aː ~ aɚ



NORTH &  CURE
merger

ɔə̯ ~ ɔɚ̯





The older tourists 
started their journey 
to Portmore near the 

market square.
Paul Meier



PROSODY



RHYTHM



wa gwan ǀ   mi  ɡɒ̃n  tʃat  lɪko  bɑɔ   fi wi dʒəˈmi̯ekan ˈkɒltʃɐ ǀ an

dɪ ˈlaŋwɪdʒ̥  ǁ  tu mi ǀ ˈlaŋwɪdʒ a wam biɡ ˈpat a dʒəˈmiekan ˈkɒlˌtʃɐ ǁ

an ǀ   ˈsəʔn ̩       wi mi ˈalso fain ǀ ˈɪntʃɹɛsˌtiŋ ǀ iz ɗatʼ ǀ lːaŋwɪdʒ

sɒmtaimz    diˈtɝmin ǀ   jə kl̥as  a jə     ˈsoʃʲal statɒs   ǁ 

Jim Johnson’s Accent Help, Caribbean-West Indies



INTONATION



One day afta dinna, Detective Dog said to Dave: “Today a mi 
a birtday.  Mi tink mui aave tuu donut fi dessert fi celebriet.” 

“Pon da double, detective” said Dave. 

“Laad ‘ave mercy!” Dave cried. “Da donut dem gaan!”

“Daag gaan it!” said Detective Dog. “Me ave some detectin’ ti
duu.”

Source: Jamaicans.comDetective Dog & the Disappearing Donuts by Valerie Garfield



DEMO



ACROLECT



Everyone needs something from 
Sherelle. Cause she's got it all. The 
great job. No kids. Single by choice. 
The great house. The fancy car. 
Everyone wants to be me except me. 

Da Kink in my Hair, Trey Anthony



BASILECT



Everyone need sometin’ fi 
Sherelle. Cause she got it all. Da 
griet job. No kids. Single by choice. 
De griet ‘ouse. Da fancy car. 
Everyone wants to be me ‘cep me. 

Da Kink in my Hair, Trey Anthony



THANK YOU


