
The Word
Alden Nolen (1933 - 1983)

Selected by Etta Abramso!

"DoU aI hœv D´ "gIft ´v "tøNz
´nd k´n "muv "maUn/n`z
maI "w‰±dz A„ "nøTIN
k´m"pE„d wIT "jO„z
DoU ju "oUnlÈ 
lUk "øp f®´m maI "A„mz
´nd "wIsp„ maI "neIm

DIs Iz nÅt "p®aId
b´"køz aI noU
I| Iz nÅt}
"maI neIm wø/ ju "wIsp„
bø| ´ "saIn
b´"twin øs
laIk D´ "w‰±d
D´/•t w´z "spoUk´n
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œ/•t D´ bI"gInIN ´v D´ "w‰±ld
œnd wIl bi "spoUk´n ´"gEn
"oUnlÈ wEn D´ "w‰±ld "Endz

DIs Iz nÅt "Dœt} w‰±d
bøt} Di "øD„
D´t} møst} bi "spoUk´n
ov„ ®´n ov„
waIl D´ "w‰±ld "lœsts

"tI„z
"lœft„
´ "laIftaIm
"Al In "wøn "w‰±d

D´ "w‰±d ju "wIsp„
wEn ju "lUk øp
f®´m maI "A„mz
œnd sim tu "seI
"maI "neIm
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A few notes on usage:
• the "corner symbol" as in [nÅt} "maI] is used to denote an unreleased pronun-
ciation.
•[/•t] is used here to show glottal support of the final /t/ – they are coarticulated

Did you find any mistakes? Remember that I might pronounce things differently 
than you. But it is quite possible that I made a mistake too. Let me know if you find 
one! Points to Amber for catching one in the previous edition. Did you enjoy this? 
Let me know what you thought by emailing me at <earmstro@yorku.ca> 


