
The Flea
by John Dunne

Canadian (in Black) vs. RP (in Blue)

mA„k bøt DIs fli ´nd mA„k In DIs
mAk bøt DIs fli ´nd mAk In DIs
MARK but this flea, and mark in this,

haU lIdl ` Dœt wItS DaU d´"naI.´st mi Iz
hAU lItl ` Dœt wItS DAU dI"naI.Ist mi Iz
How little that which thou deniest me is ;

It søkt mi f‰±st ´nd naU søks Di
It søkt mi f‰st ´nd nAU søks Di
It suck’d me first, and now sucks thee,

œnd In DIs fli A„ tu blødz mINg: `d bi 
œnd In DIs fli A tu blødz mINg: `d bi
And in this flea our two bloods mingled be.

DaU noUst D´t DIs k´"nÅt bi sEd
DAU n´Ust D´t DIs "kœnÅt bi sEd
Thou know’st that this cannot be said

Imagine IPA Letter #8 1



´ sIn nO„ SeIm nO„ lAs ´v meId´nhEd 
´ sIn nO SEIm nO lÅs ´v mEIdn`hEd
A sin, nor shame, nor loss of maidenhead ;

      jEt DIs ´ndZOIz b´fO„ It} wu
      jEt DIs IndZOIz bIfO• ®It} wu
    Yet this enjoys before it woo,

     ´nd pœmp„d swElz wIT wøn blød meId ´v tu
     ´nd pœmp´d swElz wIT wøn blød mEId ´v tu
    And pamper’d swells with one blood made of two ;

     ´nd DIs ´"lœs Iz mO„ D´n wi wUd du
     ´nd DIs ´"lœs Iz mO… D´n wi wUd du
    And this, alas ! is more than we would do.

oU steI T®i laIvz In wøn fli spE„
´U stEI T®i laIvz In wøn fli spE…
O stay, three lives in one flea spare,

wE„ wi AlmoUst jeI mO„ D´n "mE„®id A„
wE… wi Olm´Ust jEI mO… D´n "mœ®Id A…
Where we almost, yea, more than married are.

DIs fli Iz ju ´nd aI ´nd DIs
DIs fli Iz ju ´nd aI ´nd DIs
This flea is you and I, and this

A„ mE„®IdZ bEd ´nd mE„®IdZ tEmpl ` Iz
A… mœ®IdZ bEd ´nd mœ®IdZ tEmpl ` Iz
Our marriage bed, and marriage temple is.

DoU pE„®´nts g®ødZ ´nd ju wI„ mEt
D´U pe„®´nts g®ødZ ´nd ju wI´ mEt
Though parents grudge, and you, we’re met,

´nd} klOIst„d In Diz lIvIN wAlz ´v dZEt
´nd} klOIst´d In Diz lIvIN wOlz ´v dZEt
And cloister’d in these living walls of jet.

      DoU jus meIk ju œpt t´ kI: mi
        D´U jus mEIk ju œpt t´ kIl mi
         Though use make you apt to kill me,

      lEt nAt t´ Dœt sElf m‰±d„ œd´d bi
      lEt nÅt tU Dœt sElf m‰d œdId bi
    Let not to that self-murder added be, 
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      ´nd sœk®´lIdZ T®i sInz IN kIlIN T®i
      ´nd sœk®IlIdZ T®i sInz In kIlIN T®i
    And sacrilege, three sins in killing three.

k®u´: ´nd sød´n hœst DaU sIns
k®ul ´nd sødn` hœst DAU sIns
Cruel and sudden, hast thou since

p‰±p:`d DaI neIl In blød ´v "In´s´ns
p‰p:`d DaI nEIl In blød ´v "In´s´ns
Purpled thy nail in blood of innocence?

wE„®In kUd DIs fli gIltÈ bi
wE®In kUd DIs fli gIltÈ bi
Wherein could this flea guilty be,

´ksEpt In Dœt d®Ap wItS It søkt f®´m Di
IksEpt In Dœt d®Åp wItS It søkt f®´m Di
Except in that drop which it suck’d from thee?

jEt DaU t®aI´mfst ´nd seIst D´t DaU
jEt DAU t®aI´mfst ´nd sEIst D´t DAU
Yet thou triumph’st, and say’st that thou

faIndst nAt DaIsElf nO„ mi D´ wik„ naU
faIndst nÅt DaIsElf nO… mi D´ wik´ nAU 
Finďst not thyself nor me the weaker now.

tIz t®u DEn l‰±n haU fAls fI„z bi
tIz t®u DEn l‰…n hAU fOls fI´z bi
‘Tis true ; then learn how false fears be ;

dZøst soU møtS An„ wEn DaU jildst t´ mi
dZøst s´U møtS Ån´ wEn DAU jildst tU mi
Just so much honour, when thou yielďst to me,

wIl weIst ´z DIs fliz dET tUk laIf f®´m Di
wIl wEIst ´z DIs fliz dET tUk laIf f®´m Di
Will waste, as this flea’s death took life from thee.
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This week's letter features a comparison between a Canadian version and a Re-
ceived Pronunciation version of John Dunne's The Flea. 

Though Canadian is well known for having Canadian Raising on [aU] and [aI] 
when they're followed by a voiceless consonant, this text features neither of those 
sounds! Go through and see if you can spot all the differences between the two 
speech forms.

As always, you can contact me by email at <earmstro@yorku.ca> 
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