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DETECTIVE WORK
The Steps | took



Sites | visited to get started

 Wikipedia
* Tamil
* Tamil Language
* Tamil Phonology
 Omniglot

~ EthnOlOgue f/// Ethnolodue

Languages of the World
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Plus 2 Diphthongs



Stop Consonants in Tamil

- Aspirated & Unaspirated Voiceless Stops
e.g. [t"] vs. [t7]

- Initial stops are voiceless, intervocalic are
voiced

- BUT, all other English stops are possible
within LOAN words from other languages



Noteworthy Tamil
Consonants

- Dentalized consonants /t, n/
- Retroflex consonants /d, n, [, 4, |/
- Alveolo-Palatal affricates /tg, dz/

. Lots of Nasals /m, n, n, n, p, n/




Tamil has an elaborate writing system that was first invented for
writing on palm leaves; its curved strokes were used so as not to
tear the leaves.
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Tamil Language Entry from Tamil Wikipedia



INDIA
Scheduled Languages

Language Families

. l Austro-Asiatic Indo-Aryan
Dravidian Tibeto-Burman

Note:This map and the Non-Scheduled Languages maps
should be used together. See those maps for details of the
languages spoken in the white areas on this map.
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TONS of Detail from WALS

 With only 5-6 vowels, Tamil is
In the “average” range.

 Like almost all its neighbours,
Tamil is a SOV language |,
while English is a SVO one

e 83 entries on Morphology,
Word order, nominal and
verbal categories, etc.

Feature 81A: Order of Subject, Object and Verb



Youl['li[:

Indian English Accents: A Sampler

Chennai

KANIMOZHI TO NDTV

Tamil (Tamil Nadu)

Kanimozhi, Politician

n.b. all videos referenced will be in a YouTube Playlist on our website.



More Language Resources

The Sourg oo ——
of the World's \ The Sounds
Languages of the World’s
by Peter Ladefoged Languages

and lan Maddieson



MORE Sites to visit

The UCLA Phonetics Lab @

 Tamil Audio Samples
 Formal (written/read)

* Colloquial/Spoken
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Ladefoged’s transcription
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e Journal of the Journal of the
IPA International

e [llustrations of Phonetic

the IPA Association

« "Tamil” by Elinor
Keane, through
my university
library.



Much more specific detall




Helpful Consonant Contrasts

patyd
tambi
badil
tapu
pandu
dinom

vandi
ka:l

ange:
ganom
tfm:

pattu
tampi
patil
lappu
pantu
linam

vanfi
kaal
ankee
kanam
cinna

?

‘ten
‘younger brother’
‘answer’
‘mistake’

‘ball’
Gday,

‘cart’

[4 leg’

‘there’
‘heaviness’
‘small’

apa:
komwom

tata:
nal:0u

paft
pad:
maka|
may?|

peitfiu

appaa
koopam

laattaa
nallatu

paftu
pafi

makkal|
makal]

peeccu

‘father’
‘anger’

?

‘grandfather
‘1t 1s good’

‘silk’
‘step’
‘people’
‘daughter’

‘speech’




“But where’s the AUDIO?”
“Does the Author have the audio?”
“Can | FIND the author?”
“Will the author RESPOND?”
Meanwhile...
Found SIL site on ALL the JIPA lllustrations

Site’s editor taught me how to access Audio!



So now | can play that audio,
using my SoundBoard App.




Primary Samples

My awesome BFA
student
researcher, Joel

Edmiston

e Canadian Tamil
Congress
o 7277

* Friends and Family
e Tamil Female
e Tamil Male

envory,

244l

nW
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More Youlube!

» Famous Tamils—More }{illTube

* | ots of Guiness World Record Holders!

 Politicians

 Entertainers
Chefs
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(11| Tube

 Tamil history videos
 Tamil Nadu Travel videos

Beautiful, but tend to be voiced by
Westerners



More Sites, More Videos

 Learn Tamil from English

« Some have Tamil accents, others have General
Indian Accents




YouRlllif:

Learn English from Tamil
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Put It All Together

Narrow Transcription of a couple of samples

Get the accent and a bit of the language “in my
mouth”

Breakdown of Features, phoneme by phoneme

Write an Overview, especially Prosody, Oral Posture,
and significant sound changes



