SOCIAL SCIENCE 1430/39 9.0PRIVATE 


INTRODUCTION TO INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT STUDIES
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Fall 2010
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November 16, 2010 (in lecture)
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15%

Length: 
1,500-1,750 words (approximately 6-7 typewritten double-spaced pages); Font: Times New 

Roman 12; Word count must be included in title page.

TOPIC 1:

Last week the United Nations released a report on the status of women around the world. The report, entitled World’s Women 2010: Trends and Statistics, identifies recent progress--especially in women’s access to education and health-care--but points out that women are still a long way from achieving full equality with men, especially in developing countries.
 According to the report, women are excluded from jobs with status and power; they lack access to positions of authority in government and the private sector; they are disproportionately affected by poor housing, poor infrastructure and natural disasters; they face restrictions in access to land and property in most African countries and nearly half of the countries in Asia; they suffer ongoing violence and are even pressured to accept being beaten by their husbands for leaving the house without the husband’s permission, not cooking well or expressing disagreement with their husbands. Do you think that the Women in Development (WID) perspective provides a useful approach to a) explain the durability of gender inequalities in developing countries, and b) in providing concrete solutions to close the gap between men and women? Why or why not?

TOPIC 2:

Class readings argue that “development” has produced an unprecedented global environmental crisis that is connected to both affluence and poverty. Describe the scope of the global environmental crisis and explain how development and underdevelopment produce their own pressures on the environment. In your opinion, which of the perspectives on the environment that were discussed in class materials offers the best insight to a) explain the current environmental crisis, and b) propose long-lasting solutions to address both environmental and social justice concerns? Why?

INSTRUCTIONS:
· The essay must be analytical rather than descriptive and must be organized around a clear argument (thesis statement) answering the essay question. The use of quotations must be kept to a minimum. It must include proper academic references and bibliography.

· The essay must draw primarily on course materials and use examples from the readings to illustrate the arguments. You may use one extra source, although this is not required. 

· The essay must be clearly organized and should contain an introduction, a thesis statement (in bold), a main body, and a concluding paragraph. Each paragraph must be clearly structured around a topic sentence (in bold). 

see over…

LATE ASSIGNMENTS:
Assignments submitted late will receive a penalty deduction of 2 points per day. No essays will be accepted after one week (no exceptions). Late assignments can be left at the assignment drop off box located in the Department of Social Science (South Ross 7th floor). Assignments are due in lecture and must be given to the TA in person. Assignments submitted after the conclusion of the lecture (10:20 am) on the due date will automatically receive a penalty deduction of two points, even if submitted on the same day. Students who submit late assignments must notify their Teaching Assistant when and where they submitted their assignment and must attach an electronic version of their paper with the notification message. Students facing problems submitting their assignments on time must contact their TAs, not the course director. Faxed, emailed, or essays left under the office door or in the professor’s office will not be accepted. 

� See � HYPERLINK "http://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic/products/Worldswomen/WW2010pub.htm" ��http://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic/products/Worldswomen/WW2010pub.htm�





