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Recycled waste inspires study
People in India and many other Asian countries don't dispose of their garbage--they collect it.
For many of them, said Christine Furedy, garbage collection is a means of survival. Furedy, a pro​fessor in York University's faculty of urban studies, has travelled to many Asian cities such as New Del​hi. Bangkok and Hong Kong, study​ing recycling programs.
Her interest in waste manage​ment began in 1974 while she was in Calcutta. 

"I became fascinated by the women and children I saw collect​ing cow and buffalo dung they would use to make coal dust. I be​came curious about people-who lived off garbage."  

Now waste management has be-come a major part of her research.
Furedy said people in all coun​tries become interested in waste management out of economic necessity, because they lack natural resources, or because of environ​mental concerns.
She believes Canadians also will only become interested in waste management out of environmental concerns. "We have to create an awareness of the environmental damage caused by dumping and in​cinerating wastes."
Furedy said Canada is too rich in natural resources to worry about developing an economic plan to re​duce wastes and the social welfare system in Canada makes it unnec​essary for people to collect garbage for survival.  

A good waste management sys​tem takes a great deal of organiza​tion and Furedy says Japan has de​veloped such a system In Japan, she said, people sort their garbage daily for recycling.
While it might be possible to or​ganize Canadian industries and get them to recycle their waste, Furedy believes it would be extremely dif​ficult to get householders to co-op​erate in a waste management pro​gram.
Furedy spoke at London's Cross Cultural Learner Centre this week about recycling and the environ​ment of Asian cities. Her presenta​tion was part of the centre's activities focusing on environment issues during Environment Week.
