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Memo

To:
Ronald Pearlman, Dean, Faculty of Graduate Studies

From:
Rhonda Lenton, Dean, Atkinson

Date:
Friday, November 10, 2006
Subject:
Proposal for a two-year full-time Masters of Social Work (MSW) degree program, Atkinson 


I fully support the proposal being brought forward by the Atkinson Faculty’s School of Social Work for the creation of a two-year full-time Masters of Social Work (MSW) degree. The program is designed to allow direct entry to the MSW program for students who have not completed a Bachelor of Social Work (BSW), but who have an undergraduate degree in a related subject as well as relevant professional, volunteer or personal experience.

The School of Social Work currently offers a Masters of Social Work program open only to students who have completed a BSW degree. This program is offered in both full-time (one year) and part-time (two years) options. Currently, students who lack a BSW but who have a degree in a related discipline must enrol in the School’s undergraduate post-degree program to obtain a BSW degree, before enrolling in the existing MSW program. This post-degree program takes students from 18 months to several years to complete on a part-time basis. 

The proposed program will provide a shorter and more direct route to obtaining an MSW for applicants who have an undergraduate degree in an area other than social work. While it is anticipated that the proposed program will meet the educational needs of students from a wide variety of professional and occupational backgrounds, this option will be particularly attractive to individuals with experience in the field of social work who wish to enrich their academic qualifications, as well as international students with social service experience who do not have a social work degree. Demand for the proposed program is demonstrated by ongoing queries from students interested in the existing MSW program who do not have a BSW. The School receives approximately 50 to 100 such non-standard applications every year. Competition among applicants to similar programs across the province is high, and the proposed program responds to this demand.

This program relies on the expertise of existing faculty, who have a wide range of experience and interests in the field and a remarkable record of publication, conference presentations, research grants and awards. A PhD program in Social Work is currently in development, and two additional faculty members are proposed for the School for 2006-07 to support graduate program growth. 
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