
Canadian MSW programs that do not require a BSW for admission

	Institution


	Description
	Curriculum
	Admission Requirements
	Comments

	University of Calgary

http://fsw.ucalgary.ca/docs/msw_guide_jan04.pdf

	The Faculty of Social Work offers a BSW, MSW (on campus and via distance delivery), MBA/MSW, PhD and Post Master’s Diploma in Advanced Studies in Social Work. With close to 40 faculty members, the Faculty is now one of the largest nationally. Collectively, the academic staff represents an impressive range of expertise in gerontology, child and family practice, family violence, community development, multicultural/multiracial practice and research, management in non-profit organizations, social policy, qualitative and quantitative research, and other substantive issues of concern to contemporary social workers. 

The MSW enables students to study specialized fields of practice in either a course-based or thesis-based program. Students holding a BSW can complete the MSW in one year while those holding an undergraduate degree from another discipline can complete the MSW in two years. The MSW is available through a thesis or a course based route and students can specialize in either the Clinical or Leadership in Human Services area. Applicants who are interested in attending full time in the course based Leadership in Human Services area, may also apply for a joint degree (MSW/MBA) offered jointly with the Haskayne School of Business. Further concentrations are available in Child and Family Services, Gerontology and International Social Work.


	In addition to selecting either a course-based or a thesis-based program, MSW students choose one of two specializations: Clinical Practice or Leadership in the Human Services. MSW students also have the option of concentrating their studies in International Social Work, Child and Family Services, or Gerontological Social Work. 

Course-Based Route

Students with an undergraduate degree from another discipline complete a minimum of nineteen half-course equivalents. The Foundation Year is comprised of nine half-courses, including Human Behavior in the Social Environment, History and Foundation of the Profession, Social Welfare Policy, Professional Communication and Interviewing, Models of Practice, Research and Evaluation, Practice with Individuals, Families and Groups, Practice with Organizations and Communities, and Foundation Field Practicum.

Students then proceed to the Specialization Year. Required courses include: Research (two half-courses), Theory and Methods (two half-courses), Field Practicum (the equivalent of two half-courses or 600 hours), Policy (one half-course), Diversity, Oppression and Social Justice (one half-course) and two graduate-level half-course options in the student’s area of specialization. After successfully finishing all required courses, students complete a Comprehensive Examination consisting of a written case study and oral defense.

Thesis Route

Students with an undergraduate degree from another discipline complete a minimum of eighteen half-course equivalents. The Foundation Year is comprised of nine half-courses, including Human Behavior in the Social Environment (one half-course), History and Foundation of the Profession (one-half-course), Social Welfare Policy (one half-course), Professional Communication and Interviewing (one half-course), Models of Practice (one half-course), Research and Evaluation (one half-course), Practice with Individuals, Families and Groups (one half-course), Practice with Organizations and Communities (one half-course), and Foundation Field Practicum (one half-course or 426 hours); 

Students then proceed to the Specialization Year. Required courses include Research (two half-courses), Theory and Methods (two half-courses), Field Practicum (the 6 

equivalent of two half-courses or 600 hours), Policy (one half-course), Diversity, Oppression and Social Justice (one half-course) and one graduate-level half-course option in the student’s area of specialization. Working with a supervisor, the student then completes and orally defends a thesis. 
	· A four-year baccalaureate degree or an equivalent degree from a recognized institution.

· A grade point average of 3.0 or higher on a 4.0 scale, based on the last two full years of the undergraduate degree (consisting of a minimum of 20 half-course equivalents).

· For applicants to the two-year MSW, the equivalent of two years full-time paid or volunteer work in the human services (minimum 3000 hours).

· Proficiency in the English language.


	This program offers students the opportunity to focus in two specialized areas with further options of concentrations. Our program offers specializations but does not require students to make such choices. Our MSW program provides students with theoretical concepts that span micro, mezzo and macro theory and practice areas.  

	Carleton University

http://www.carleton.ca/ssw/

	“The social work programs at Carleton University are based on the structural approach to social work. This approach provides a critical framework for analysis of social work knowledge and practice. It is based on an analysis of how economic, social, political and legislative contexts shape individual and societal problems. Through this approach, the School of Social Work promotes the development of innovative social work practice directed toward advancing equality and social justice.”

The program requirements are designed to be as flexible as possible while at the same time ensuring that all students master core social work knowledge and practice skills. Otherwise, the course of study for each student will depend on individual study plans that build on previous academic and practice experience. Graduates may expect to use their experience in the School as the basis for continuing to expand their personal knowledge in a society undergoing rapid change.


	Year I:

· Direct Intervention

· Social Administration and Policy

· Community Work

· Theories in Social Science and Social Work

· History of Social Welfare and Social Work

· Practicum I

· 0.5 credit to be taken from graduate-level course offerings in the School.

Year II:

· Advanced Theory for Social Work Practice

· Research and Evaluation in Social Work 

And any of the following options:

Thesis/Course Work Option

· Thesis

· 2.0 credits of course work

Thesis/Practicum Option

· Thesis

· Practicum II

Research Essay/Course Work/Practicum Option

· Independent Research Studies in Social Work

· Practicum II

· 1.0 credit of graduate level course work in social work

or

· Independent Research Studies in Social Work

· Practicum II

· 1.5 Credits Graduate level course work in Social Work

Practicum/Course Work Option

· Practicum II

· 2.0 credits of course work


	· Honours bachelor's degree, or the equivalent, with at least high honours standing (normally B+ or better in honours subject; B- or better overall) in a discipline other than social work.

· Work experience in social work or a related field is considered as one of several selection criteria for both M.S.W. Year I and M.S.W. Year II.

· Applicants must have completed 1.0 credit in research methods in their undergraduate program.


	This program promotes a similar philosophy of social justice and anti oppression through its focus on structural social work. However, the core courses as described do not fully reflect our mission and our approach to critical and anti oppressive theory, research and practice. 

	Dalhousie University

http://socialwork.dal.ca/

	The School of Social Work was founded in 1941 as an independent school serving the needs of the region for professionally educated social workers. The political, social, cultural and economic conditions of the Maritime provinces have continued to give direction to the School's teaching programs since its amalgamation with Dalhousie University in 1969. The School has pioneered in developing theories of practice that take account of systemic inequalities based on factors such as gender, sexual orientation, race, culture, ethnicity, class and (dis)ability. 

The Master of Social Work five-credit degree program is offered on campus and on-line through distance delivery. It provides students with advanced professional education leading to the development of specialized social work practice and leadership positions in the practice field. The MSW program is offered full-time (on campus only) or part-time (on campus and through distance delivery).

Opportunity for in-depth learning is provided both in the course content and in the field placement. The student’s ability to critically assess the nature and utility of interventions is developed in relation to social work values, including social justice. Elective courses focus on skill development in an area of special interest to the student.

There is no advanced standing awarded in the Master of Social Work degree.

Two areas of specialization for the development of practice are offered in the MSW program:

1. Individual and Family Practice In either of two concentrations:

a) Physical and Mental Health 

b) Family and Child Welfare 

2. Community Practice 


	Two-Year MSW (on-campus only)

Qualified students with previous related graduate degrees undertake the “One-Year” MSW (5 credit)

curriculum requirements following successful completion of five BSW credits (30 credit hours) with which they begin their program of study. These five courses are determined by the School of Social Work.

The professional MSW degree program consists of five Social Work credits and a non-credit colloquium. This requirement cannot be reduced by advanced standing or transfer credit in relation to any graduate classes taken prior to MSW registration.
One-Year MSW (after completing 5 BSW credits):

Courses:

Individual and Family Practice Specialization 

• SLWK 6001.03: Theory and Practice of Anti-Oppressive Social Work (0.5 credit) 

• SLWK 6400.03: Integrated Approaches to Practice - Family & Child (0.5 credit) OR SLWK6410.03: Integrated Approaches to Practice - Health (0.5 credit) 

• SLWK 6341.03: Critical Perspectives on Social Work Practice Interventions (0.5 credit) 

• SLWK 6401.03: Field Work - Family(400 hours)(0.5 credit) OR SLWK 6411.03: Field Work - Health (0.5 credit) 

• SLWK 5990.00: Colloquium (non-credit) 

• SLWK 6333.03: Social Work Practice Research (0.5 credit) 

• SLWK 6351.03: Research Proposal Seminar Class (0.5 credit) 

• Two (2.0) credits of Elective classes with the classes only MSW degree option OR 

• One (1) credit of Elective classes with the Thesis SLWK 9000 (0 credit) option. 

Community Practice Specialization 

• SLWK 6001.03: Theory and Practice of Anti-Oppressive Social Work 

• SLWK 6333.03: Social Work Practice Research (0.5 credit) 

• SLWK 6351.03: Research Proposal Seminar Class (0.5 credit) 

• SLWK 6381.03: Social Policy Issues & Analysis for Social Work Practice (0.5 credit) 

• SLWK 6420.03: Integrated Approaches to Practice - Community (0.5 credit) 

• SLWK 6421.03: Field Work - Community (400 hours)(0.5 credit) 

• SLWK 5990.00: Colloquium (non-credit) 

• Two (2.0) credits of Elective classes with the classes only MSW degree option OR 

• One (1.0) credits of Elective classes with the Thesis SLWK 9000 (0 credit) option. 

Electives 

The following Social Work electives are usually offered: 

• SLWK 6365.03: Community Socio-Economic Development (0.5 credit) 

• SLWK 6370.03: Advanced Practice Skills (0.5 credit) 

• SLWK 6385.03: Community & Social Change Analysis (0.5 credit) 

• SLWK 6500.03: Interventions with Families (0.5 credit)


	Applicants who do not have a BSW degree but hold a graduate degree in a closely related discipline and who meet the above pre-requisites, may be admitted to the first year of a two-year MSW programme. During the first year, they need to satisfactorily complete certain advanced undergraduate social work classes.
	This program focuses on systemic inequalities and is similar in structure to our own program. It caters to a specific geographic region with specific social issues. 

	Laurentian University

http://www.laurentian.ca/social_work/

	“The …objective of the school is to develop generalist social workers who promote human development as well as challenge inequality and oppression within society. In addition, the school aims to provide opportunities for ongoing learning, knowledge development and a professional culture responsive to the needs of people living within culturally diversified rural and urban communities in Northeastern Ontario.   

The school's view of social welfare and social work extends beyond the study of individual problems - it assumes that the potential for individual growth and development is rooted in a larger social, political, cultural and economic context. Consequently, social work is concerned with structural as well as individual change and is committed to the eradication of social inequalities based on race, ethnicity, language, religion, marital status, gender, sexual orientation, age, abilities, economic status, political affiliation, national ancestry and all other forms of oppression.”


	Designed for human service professionals in mid-career, the program is offered on a part-time basis. Intensive four-day blocks of classes are provided, on campus, at approximately six-week intervals. This format appeals to students who prefer to continue working while completing a graduate degree, and to those who wish to integrate their professional activity with their studies.

Altogether, the program consists of 42 credits:

Core courses:  18 credits

· Advanced Social Work Practice 

· Advanced Social Policy 

· Research I: Methods 

· Research II: Advanced 

Elective courses: 12 credits

· Social Administration 

· Social Planning 

· Supervision 

· Mediation 

· Reading Seminar I 

· Reading Seminar II 

· Selected Methods of Direct Intervention 

· Native Human Services

Graduate Research Project: 12 credits

(Thesis or advanced practicum)

In addition to selected core courses in the undergraduate program (see B.S.W. course descriptions) qualifying year students may be required to complete the following:

· Field III (450 hour field placement) 


	The normal academic requirement for admission is a Bachelor of Social Work (BSW) degree from a university recognized by the Canadian Association of Schools of Social Work, with a mid-B average (or better) in the last two years of undergraduate study.

Exceptional circumstances: Candidates who hold a four-year degree in a discipline related to social work, with above average grades, and at least five years of professional experience in the human services, will also be considered for admission. In cases where admission is granted on exceptional grounds, students may be required to successfully complete specified undergraduate courses in practice theory, social policy, or research methods, prior to registering in graduate courses in the same area. 

Applicants with work experience, who do not have the academic background necessary for admission directly into the M.S.W. program, may be considered for a Qualifying Year tailored to their individual circumstances. Upon the successful completion of designated undergraduate courses, Qualifying Year students will be eligible to apply for admission to the graduate program. 


	This is a part time program and caters to a specific geographic area including a diversified rural and urban population and Aboriginal people. This is a part time program.  

	University of Manitoba

http://webapps.cc.umanitoba.ca/calendar07/graduate_studies/programs/social_work/

	While the program covers the core material which is essential to social work practice there has been particular attention given to issues relevant to women and the Aboriginal communities. Many graduates are Aboriginal persons and are actively involved in the creation and operation of the Aboriginal human services organizations. 

Considerable attention is given to issues of educational equity. In addition to treating these matters as course content, every effort is made to ensure that people from disadvantaged groups have access to the M.S.W. program. In the fulfillment of this goal the aim is to correct the conditions of disadvantage in professional education experienced by Aboriginal peoples, persons with disabilities, immigrants and refugees to Canada, and persons other than Aboriginal peoples who are members of a visible minority in Canada. 

A partial list of current faculty research includes questions regarding gender, international social development, ethnicity, the justice system, services for Aboriginal people, rural and northern development, family violence, day care, issues concerning disabled persons, the immigrant experience, the development of clinical services, the political economy of the welfare state, the nature and treatment of pain, and services in child welfare. 

Streams:

Social Services Administration Stream 

Social Clinical Stream 
	The Pre-M.S.W. program is designed to prepare students who do not have a B.S.W. degree from an accredited university, or its equivalent, for entry to the M.S.W. program. It is intended to build on the existing background and experience of students by providing them with an opportunity for focused study on Canadian social welfare policy, generalist social work practice, the philosophy and values of the profession of social work, including content on diversity and anti-oppression, and supervised practice in the field of social work.

The program consists of the following:

· SWRK 3100 Systematic Inquiry in Social Work 3  

· SWRK 4200 Field/Focus 6 

· SWRK 6020 Social Work Practice Seminar 6 

· SWRK 6030 Canadian Social Welfare Policy Analysis  6 

· SWRK 6040 Anti-Oppressive Social Work Practice 3 

· SWRK 6050 Advanced Field Practice 6 

· SWRK 6060 Social Work and Aboriginal People 3 

Students then proceed to the MSW
	Pre-M.S.W. Admissions Criteria

· Possession of, or eligible for the granting of, a degree other than Social Work at point of application from an accredited university which is recognized by the University of Manitoba. Persons who plan to graduate in May of the year of application are not eligible for admission. 

· One year (1680 hours) of relevant social work experience, paid or volunteer. 

· A minimum Grade Point Average of 3.0 (B) is required in the last 60 credit hours of the university study. 

· If courses have been taken subsequent to the degree as a Special Student and/or Occasional Student and/or in a subsequent degree or a Pre-Master program, they will be calculated into the Grade Point Average as part of the last 60 credit hours. 

· Applicants who self-identify as members of one or more of the Educational Equity priority groups and who possess a Grade Point Average between 2.5 and 2.99 will be reviewed for special consideration. Applicants with adjusted grade point averages below 2.5 will not be considered. 


	This program caters primarily to an Aborigianal population and considers pre admissions programs.

	University of Northern BC

http://www.unbc.ca/socialwork/msw_introduction.html

	Social Work Education at the University of Northern British Columbia is committed to a program of studies that is informed by a central concern for human rights, personal empowerment, community change, and social justice. It has as its foundation an analysis of power in relation to class, race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, age, and abilities. Incorporating critical social thinking, including structural, feminist and anti-racist analyses, the Program focuses on social work in northern and remote areas, aboriginal and cross-cultural issues, women and human services, and community practice and research. It continues to develop in collaboration with regional, national and global communities.

The Master of Social Work program is available on a full- or part-time basis and may be completed through a thesis or a practicum route. The MSW builds on the BSW by offering students an integrated research/policy/practice concentration in one of the key thematic areas: social work in northern and remote areas, First Nations, women and the human services, and community practice and research. The aim of the MSW is to provide students with advanced social work research, policy and practice skills. It is designed to enable students to pursue independent studies that will help them undertake a variety of responsibilities in management, policy formulation, program consultation, planning, advanced social work, clinical practice, and research within the human services
	Pre-MSW year

Required Courses:

· SOCW 630-3 Communication Skills

· SOCW 631-3 Critical Social Work Practice

· SOCW 632-9* MSW Practicum I

· SOCW 633-3 Critical Social Policy

· SOCW 634-3 Social Work Research/Policy/ Practice

· SOCW 635-3 Social Work Philosophy and Ethics

· SOCW 637-3* Advanced Practice Methods

Electives:

· Students take 2 electives.

MSW year 

27 credit hours of course work for practicum students and 24 credit hours of course work for thesis students. 

Required Courses:

· SOCW 609-3 Advanced Quantitative Research

· HHSC 703-3 Advanced Qualitative Research Approaches in Health and Human Sciences

· SOCW 704-3 MSW Integrative Seminar

Two out of the following four courses:

· SOCW 601-3 Issues in Northern/Remote Social Work

· SOCW 602-3 First Nations: Advanced Social Work Practice

· SOCW 603-3 Women: Policy/Practice Issues

· SOCW 605-3 Community Work/Politics of Change

Thesis Option:

· SOCW 701-3 Thesis Practicum

· SOCW 700-9 MSW Thesis

Practicum Option:

· SOCW 732-6 MSW Practicum II

Elective Courses (Thesis students have to take two electives. Practicum students have to take four electives)

· SOCW 604-3 Directed Readings/Electives

· SOCW 610-3 Addictions and Mental Health

· SOCW 613-3 Clinical Social Work Practice

· SOCW 615-3 Multi-Cultural Social Work Practice

· SOCW 620-3 Policy Making/Human Services

· SOCW 621-3 Comparative Welfare Analysis

· SOCW 651-3 Legal Issues for Women

· SOCW 698-3 Special Topics
	Entry Route 2 

Requires a Bachelor degree in a related area and two years of full-time human service experience. Entry at this level leads into the Two Year MSW Program, starting with a Pre-MSW year of studies.

To be admitted, a minimum academic standing of B- (70%) in the undergraduate degree is normally required. Letters of reference, as well as a written statement of the candidate's research and practice interests and reasons for pursuing a MSW, are also required. A personal interview may be requested. Applicants who do not meet the above requirements may still be admitted under the provisions of affirmative action.
	UNBC’s commitment to social justice and systemic inequalities shares similar characteristics with York’s program. Their program is aimed at remote populations and has concentrations with a focus on remote areas for practice and Aboriginal populations. 



	University of Toronto

http://www.socialwork.utoronto.ca/index.php?section=161

	“The Faculty of Social Work at the University of Toronto is distinguished by its emphasis on evidence based practice; by its practicum education; and by a governing structure that brings together teaching faculty, field instructors, students, alumni, the profession, the administration, and the University as partners in the realization of the Faculty's mission. The Faculty's current program of teaching and research is organised around four areas of specialisation: children and their families; mental health and health; diversity and social justice; and gerontology.”

Candidates entering with a four-year bachelor's degree from a recognized university will normally complete the program in two years of full-time study. Candidates entering with a B.S.W. degree from a recognized university will be given advanced standing and will normally complete the program in one year of full-time study or two years of part-time study.
	Year One:

· Social Policy and Social Welfare in the Canadian Context 

· Elements of Social Work Practice 

· Social Work Practice Laboratory 

· Foundations of Social Work: Knowledge, Theory and Values that Inform Practice 

· Research for Evidence-Based Social Work Practice

· Social Work Practice with Groups  

· Social Work Practice with Individuals and Families  

· Social Work Practice in Organizations and Communities  

· Social Work Practicum I 

Year Two:

Students choose one of four Specializations:

· Children and Their Families 

· Diversity and Social Justice 

· Mental Health and Health 

· Social Work in Gerontology

All Specializations have four required courses, two elective courses, and a full-year practicum.
	· Appropriate four-year bachelor’s degree, with a mid-B average in each of the last two years of study.

· Must have completed satisfactorily at least 3 full course in the social sciences, including a half-credit course in research methodology, preferably in the social sciences.

· Experience (voluntary or paid) in the social services or related field, and knowledge of critical social issues are recommended. Suitability for professional practice in social work will also be considered.

· Must show evidence of facility in the English language. 
	The University of Toronto will be our major competitor for students. Our program philosophy is markedly different and therefore will attract students whose focus is on critical thinking, social justice and anti oppression. The University of Toronto’s focus is on evidence based practice. 

	Wilfrid Laurier University

http://www.wlu.ca/page.php?grp_id=30&s_id=2157&sb_id=3461

	“Our program is geared toward training students in advanced practice in Individuals, Families and Groups and advanced practice in Community, Policy, Planning and Organizations. Our international practicum program opens new avenues of learning in social work. The Faculty of Social Work has agreements of co-operation and placement projects with universities in Australia, New Zealand, Chile, England, Ethiopia, India, Mexico, the Philippines, St. Vincent, Grenadines and South Africa. We also offer a thesis option for students interested in advanced research.”

For applicants without a BSW, both full (2 year) and part time (4 year) MSW programs are offered.

 
	MSW Two-Year (full-time) Program (for students without a BSW)

Students will normally complete the program in two academic years.  The first academic year consists of fall term (September to December); winter term (January to April); and spring term (May and June).  The second year consists of a fall term and a winter term.  

Core courses include:

· Human Development in Context

· Community Interventions: Theory and Practice Essentials

· Diversity, Marginalisation and Oppression

· Clinical Social Work Practice with Individuals

· Social Policy Analysis

· Assessment of Social Work Practice

Students choose from four concentrations:

· Practice with Individuals, Families and Groups (IFG)

· Integrated Option with IFG Primary focus   

· Integrated Option with CPPO Primary Focus

· Community, Policy, Planning and Organizations (CPPO)

Students selecting the IFG or CPPO concentrations will complete six core courses; seven concentration courses; and two electives.  Students in the integrated stream take: six core courses; five courses in the primary focus; three courses in the secondary focus; and one elective course.

Students in the MSW Two-Year (full-time) Program complete two placements.  The first year placement is four days per week in the winter term (January-April) and three days per week in the spring term (May-June).  The second year placement is four days per week in the fall term of second year (September-December).
	· Normally, a four year bachelor’s degree, or equivalent from a university or college of recognized standing.  Applicants with a three year degree and significant relevant work experience (equivalent to three years paid and/or volunteer work in human service organizations) will be considered.  To be eligible for the advanced standing program, applicants must hold a Bachelor of Social Work degree from an accredited program in a university of recognized standing.

· Academic background must include at least four full (or eight half) social science courses and a half-credit course in research methodology and a half-credit course in statistics.

· For applicants who have already completed a bachelor’s degree, at least a B (73%) standing in the final academic year is required (equivalent of 10 half-year courses).  For students completing their final year of undergraduate study, eligibility is determined on the basis of the last completed academic year.

· Evidence of paid and/or voluntary experience in human service organizations, awareness of contemporary social issues and social work values, demonstrated ability to communicate effectively, and motivation for a career as a professional social worker is assessed on the basis of application material.

· Applicants who do not meet the above academic requirements and standards for admission may inquire about establishing academic eligibility.  
	Wiffrid Laurier University boasts two major concentrations which students are assigned to on admissions. York’s program does not have such divisions. WLU has a larger concentration of clinical social work and tends to attract students who wish to be counselors and private therapists. 


