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To:
Professor Narda Razack, School of Social Work  

From:
Cynthia Archer, University Librarian

Date:
May 8, 2006

Subject:
Proposed Two-Year Masters of Social Work Degree Program

York University Libraries will provide excellent support for the proposed Masters of Social Work (MSW) Two-Year Program. Librarians have developed a series of library research workshops specifically designed for graduate students to help them meet the challenges of today’s complex world of information   Graduate students have exclusive access to a state-of-the art study room in Scott Library which includes wired and wireless access for laptops, several computer workstations and a scholarly setting conducive to intensive research.  Current collections in print and electronic format provide a valuable resource for anticipated curricular and research activities.  The journal collection has grown significantly as York University Libraries aggressively develop their electronic journal collection.  This year the Libraries are studying the advantages of providing electronic books for select areas.  Funds are also used to continue building our print monograph and journal research collection.  Future plans for York University Libraries include campus collaborations for several digital initiatives such as archiving electronic theses, digitizing images, expanding into electronic books and publishing electronic journals.

May 4, 2006


Re:  Proposed Two-Year Masters of Social Work Degree Program

Dear Professor Narda Razack,

The proposed two-year Masters of Social Work (MSW) Degree program is designed for students with a bachelor’s degree other than a BSW degree who wish to pursue a career in social work. The new courses required for the first year of the two-year MSW degree program are similar in content to the current BSW courses. The research needs of students in the BSW programs are currently met by York University Libraries. Students in their second year of the proposed two-year MSW program will be integrated with students in the one-year MSW program, thereby taking social work courses currently offered and supported by the York University Libraries.

The Libraries subscribe to online periodical indexes that support research in social work, including Social Work Abstracts, Sociological Abstracts and Social Services Abstracts. There are also more specialized indexes available, such as Violence and Abuse Abstracts, Women’s Studies International and Criminal Justice Abstracts. Scott Library subscribes to many of the key journals in Social Work, both in print and electronic format. The collection is also growing to include more specialized periodicals. 

As with journals, Scott Library purchases a great many books dealing with social issues generally and with social work practice specifically. The monograph collection is assessed periodically to reflect the growing and changing needs of the profession as well as students and faculty research needs. The Social Work collection is strongest in the area of the Canadian experience, but American scholarship is also well represented.  In the past year, the emphasis was to strengthen the international coverage of the collection, particularly works about the Scandinavian and Australian experience. Scott Library’s reference collection has many dictionaries, encyclopedias and bibliographies that would be useful to students. The Social Work Librarian is available for individual research consultations and to provide instructional classes to MSW students.

In short, I am confident that the York University Libraries are able to support the proposed two-year MSW program with a variety of relevant resources and services.

Sincerely,

Norda Majekodunmi

Social Work Librarian
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