SOWK 5010 3.00 Introduction to Social Work Theories and Critical Practice Skills Part I

The purpose of this course is to support the development of students’ critical perspectives and skills within social work practice.  The course supports students to critically analyze social work practice approaches and supporting theories likely to be encountered in the field.  Through theoretical and experiential learning, students will have the opportunity to critically examine selections from a wide range of practice theories, and the ways in which related approaches and perspectives have been shaped by contemporary social work.  The course is designed to integrate theory with practice, and will make use of critical reflection and critical reflexivity in both the theoretical and practical aspects of the course.  Theories/approaches will be examined through readings, class discussions and student practicum experiences subsequently applied through the study of fictitious social work examples and role plays highlighting common social and material needs of vulnerable and marginalized groups. The application of selected approaches will incorporate ongoing analysis of the use of power in interpersonal communication toward the development of skilful attention, response, and reflection within intentional change processes and models.  Alternating between theory and practice in the classroom and lab settings, students will critically examine personal conceptions of critical social work in all areas of practice and critically explore their professional role and identity.  

SOWK 5011 3.00 Introduction to Social Work Theories and Critical Practice Skills Part II
The purpose of this course is to support the further development of students’ critical perspectives and skills within social work practice.  The course supports students to critically analyze social work practice approaches and supporting theories in the areas of advocacy, community development and policy. Through theoretical and experiential learning, students will have the opportunity to critically examine selections from a wide range of practice theories, and the ways in which related approaches and perspectives have been shaped by contemporary social work.  The course is designed to integrate theory with practice, and will make use of critical reflection and critical reflexivity in both the theoretical and practical aspects of the course.  Theories/approaches will be examined through readings, class discussions and student practicum experiences subsequently applied through the study of fictitious social work examples and role plays highlighting common social and material needs of vulnerable and marginalized groups. The application of selected approaches will incorporate ongoing analysis of the use of power in interpersonal communication toward the development of skilful attention, response, and reflection within intentional change processes and models.  Alternating between theory and practice in the classroom and lab settings, students will critically examine personal conceptions of critical social work in all areas of practice and critically explore their professional role and identity.  Students will be in placement while in this course and will be encouraged to bring critical incidents for learning to the classroom for reflexive analysis.
SOWK 5020 3.00 Social Work from Charity to Social Transformation 

The course provides an overview of social work in Canada from its charitable beginnings to its status as a helping profession not only for the poor.  This course will focus on the origins and development of social work as a profession from the early times of charity organizations and friendly visitors to contemporary movements for social change and social justice.  In following this history, particular emphasis will be placed on changing social work values and professional identities. This course integrates theory and practice through reviewing different prevailing interpretations of the production of personal and social problems that reflect shifting power constellations within Canadian society. From the moral imagination of the 19th century Social Gospel movement to the diverse therapeutic interventions of today the social production of problem populations show both change and continuity. Whether the impact of specific practice modalities is coercive, liberating or both at the same time depends on the socio-political moment in which they are applied.  

SOWK 5030 3.00 Oppression and Intersectionality
This course examines social constructions of race, class, sexuality, ability, and gender relations. It focuses on how positions of oppression and privilege are created, enforced, and intersect. Class material and readings illustrate how power relations are constituted through language, the media, the gendered and racialized body, poverty, and sexual relations. Students are especially encouraged to challenge their unacknowledged assumptions and comfortable thinking of the dynamics of oppression. The course will be taught from an anti-racist, anti-colonialist, and anti-oppressive perspective by drawing upon such theories that explore the various sources of oppression. The interlocking nature of oppression will be the focus together with critical analyses of how power and privilege are systemic and endemic in society.  Issues of domination and subordination of various groups will be explored in the context of globalization, late capitalism, neo-colonialism, whiteness and privilege. The historical relationship of aboriginal peoples in Canada is also considered within the framework of colonial and state oppression. Emphasis in this course will be placed on the systemic arrangements that create and perpetuate the exploitation and domination of segments of the population differentiated by social locations of race, class, gender, sexual orientation, ability, and other relations of difference. Through research and practice issues, questions of identity, subjectivity, and representation will be highlighted to move toward understanding practices of resistance and transformation. 

SOWK 5040 3.00 Social Welfare and Social Policy 
This course will provide an overview of social policies in Canada in the light of shifting perspectives on social welfare. Students will gain a greater understanding of the economic, social, political and environmental forces that have an impact on social policies, including the forces of globalization.  Students will gain a critical understanding of current social policies and their impact on social work practice.  They will understand how personal troubles are embedded in social structures.  Students will understand how the social location of poverty and other forms of  marginalization affects access to services.  Students will develop skills in analyzing social policy choices so as to impact the development of policy.    

SOWK 5050 3.00 Understanding Organizations for Social Work Practice

This course provides a foundation for social work practice in organizations with a focus on community-based agencies.  The organizational and managerial structures of agencies, processes and administrative practices will be explored.  The course will move from an understanding of organizational structures in governmental and non-governmental settings to an understanding of agencies serving and organizing with local communities including vulnerable populations. The exercise of power and social control will be understood as they function within organizations and communities.  Skills and techniques will be introduced that help to effect change, solve problems, and enhance the functioning of organizations.

SOWK 5150 3.00 Critical Perspectives in Social Work

The meaning and practice of contemporary social work are explored through attention to changing knowledge paradigms and shifting values. The relationship of social work to power is examined as the basis for practice from a social justice perspective.

SOWK 5250 3.00 Graduate Research Seminar

The Graduate Research Seminar (one term/ half course) is a research methods course.  The intent of the course is to prepare students with a knowledge of research methods that can be integrated into both research and practice. Due to the mission statement's focus on social relations and social construction of reality this methods course must necessarily focus upon qualitative methods, research ethical considerations and the philosophical underpinnings of method. The subjective location of the researcher and the social position of those researched are key to the proper integration of the research seminar learning.

SOWK 5450 3.00 Practicum Research Seminar

This course is offered in a small group format in order to support reflective learning from the practicum and to facilitate the planning of the Practice-based Research Paper. This course is designed to stimulate critical and analytic reflection of the practicum in order to integrate academic and practical learning. Students are expected to develop the capacity to integrate theory and practice through the presentation of case examples and critical incidents from their practice settings. Part of the seminar will include the development of student objectives and approach to their Practice-based Research Paper, leading to a formal proposal at the end of the course.

SOWK 5905 3.00 Spirituality and Critical Social Work

Explores the interconnection between spirituality and critical social work and how the spiritual, personal and political are intertwined. Engages students in reflecting on spirituality in social justice and identifies its impacts on individual growth, community functioning and social change.

SOWK 5908 3.00 Social Work Professional Development Skills

Over the last century plus, social work has established itself as one of the helping professions and as such functions via a number of skills in ensuring standards of service provision designed to provide accountability based on ethical responsibilities.  Just as the human beings whom we seek to help are fluid and developmental in their lives, so too are the professional skills required in the field of social work to be effectively responsive. As such the concept of ‘profession’ will be deconstructed from a critical perspective regarding how it relates to social work and students will learn a series of professional development skills that will assist them in their future practice as social workers.  Encompassed will be writing skills (letters, e-mails, memos, funding applications, newsletter articles, reports), direct practice skills (assessments, case notes, case reports/presentations, community resources, referrals) and formal interactions (chairing/participating in meetings, professional collaborations, agency representation in educational, legal and social environments, networking, advocacy initiatives).  Through interactive discussions and experiential learning students will learn the professional roles and responsibilities associated with the discipline.  Students will be encouraged to undertake a reflective approach to the development and honing of their own personal/professional development process.

SOWK 5912 3.00 Mental Health Perspectives

This course explores the meaning of mental health and health from several layers of reality: historical, social, political, economical, cultural and personal. Discourse on direct practice and social policy in constructing, maintaining and negotiating realities and myths are discussed.

SOWK 5915 3.00 Qualitative Research Methods

This course begins with discussions on epistemology. It introduces selected qualitative research methods and explores issues around design, ethics and knowledge and diversity.

SOWK 5920 3.00 Critical Gerontology Social Work Seminar

This course addresses aging issues in both policy and social work practice from a strengths-based critical social work perspective.   The course examines policy and practice as an integrated source of creative interventions for critical social work.

SOWK 5922 3.00 Feminist Approaches in Social Work

This course explores the boader themes of feminist theories/debates relevant to social work practice. From this foundation, differing positions of women in society are discussed in relation to the principles of anti-oppressive practice.

SOWK 5925 3.00 Globalization and Social Welfare

This course examines the economic and political consequences of a global market economy and considers their implications for social policy and social work. The challenge of globalization for social welfare is explored with reference to national and international strategies in defence of social rights and social justice.

SOWK 5930 3.00 International Social Work

This course examines the historical and current contexts of international social issues and the mutually reinforcing relationship between the local and global. As such, the course will critically explore the economic, political, social and cultural dimensions of globalization and the upheavals they produce for nations and people. Examples of contemporary upheavals that have implications for international social work and its social justice and anti-oppressive mandate include disaster relief/humanitarian aid, torture and terrorism, human trafficking, and increased dislocation or forced migration of people. Contemporary issues will be debated within the contexts of professional imperialism, hegemony, imperialism, spatiality, gender and racism to incorporate understandings of colonization and postcoloniality into the current discourse of international social work. The major part of the course focuses on global social issues in local context with particular attention to social work roles in social work and social development. The impact of global interdependence and development frameworks on local problems and solutions is examined. Specific models of intervention, seen as more compatible with social work’s commitment to social justice and anti-oppression will also be examined in response to some of these contemporary social issues. Alternative models including social development, human rights, partnership/cooperation and indigenization, as well as the work of international NGOs and social movements will be introduced.  In addition, the course will also raise critical questions about social work’s past and present ability to address the growing challenges of an increasingly complex, integrated and internationally interdependent world. Power dynamics in the context of helping, and the importance of critical consciousness within one's role as a practitioner and facilitator in local and global arenas are examined. 

SOWK 5932 3.00 Studies in Social Policy 

Using contemporary issues as a base, this course examines approaches to understanding the context, formation and implications of social policies. The differential impacts of social policies are assessed, and the interrelationship between policies, services and practice is emphasized.

SOWK 5935 3.00 Social Administration

This course provides a critical examination of social work administration and management in social service delivery. Emphasis is given to social service delivery in the current context of restructuring.

SOWK 5942 3.00 Critical Perspectives in Child Welfare 

course explores current debates in child welfare, including parents vs. children's rights, justice vs. welfare, legal vs.. professional mandates. Students are encouraged to critically examine the social context of debates, and develop a critique of practice based on this analysis.

SOWK 5945 3.00 Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual Perspectives in Social Work

Issues are explored related to sexual orientation with respect to social work practice and policy development. The focus includes counselling and support of lesbian, gay and bisexual persons as well as the development and protection of communities.

SOWK 5950B 3.00 Selected Topics - Family Mediation

This course acquaints students with an understanding of the Family Mediation Process and the applicability of mediation to work settings. Mediation concepts and procedural approaches are approached with sensitivity to race, class, gender, ethnicity, religion, sexual orientation, age and ability.

SOWK 5952 3.00 Changing Nature of Community Work

The changing context and nature of community practice are explored with the goal of bridging divisions within social work practice. Discussions include understanding connections between systems and the informal sector; the complexity, fluidity , ecology and diversity of community.

SOWK 5955 3.00 Evaluation and Social Work

This course introduces students to a range of designs that can be employed in evaluating social work practice activities. This course enhances students' critical knowledge and skill in evaluation and helps students recognize the ethical and cultural issues that underlie evaluation research in social work.

SOWK 5962 3.00 Social Work Ethics in Practice

A critical examination of philosophical and ethical theories that stimulates reflection on the values and ethical decision-making in social work. This course includes analyses of case studies from practice and directs the examination and assessment of professional actions.

SOWK 5970 3.00 Directed Readings

Directed Readings. Individual students or small groups will read under supervision in one or two selected areas. Students wishing to enroll are to contact the Director of the Graduate Program in Social Work for approval.

SOWK 5980 3.00 Violence in Families

Integrates theoretical and practical perspectives on violence in the family. A primary focus is working with survivors of violence. Emphasis is given to interventions with women and children.

SOWK 5982 3.00 Advanced Social Work Practice

This course analyzes interpersonal relations in social work settings by drawing on poststructural theory. Interpersonal practice is understood through key concepts such as intersubjectivity, critical reflection, multiple perspectives and identity construction.

SOWK 5995 3.00 Advanced Seminar on Social Work with Immigrants, Refugees and Diaspora: Local and Global Communities

This course addresses impacts of migration on individuals, communities and families. It examines theories and discourses of migration and diaspora, Canadian immigration policy, and social service issues related to immigrants, refugees and diaspora.
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