Appendix C: Survey and Focus Group Details

1. Survey information:

A survey of current York MSW students was undertaken in the winter term, 2005.  57 students responded, which constitutes approximately 70% of those taking core courses at that time.  Of those responding:

37 (65%) had thought about doing a Ph.D. at some point in the future.  Only 3 of these 37 said they would not come back to York for this purpose.  31 stated they would return to York for a Ph.D. if the program were offered.

Reasons given why students felt they would like to come to York for the Ph.D. (Some gave more than one response:

Our School’s critical philosophy:  7

Financial support: 7

Supportive faculty:  6

Available resources and expertise: 5

Accessibility:  4

If part-time: 4

Excellent in research: 4

York’s reputation: 3

24 of 37 (65%) respondents preferred a part-time program.

2. Focus Group

On April 25, 2005, a focus group of the York School of Social Work MSW alumni was held to discuss interest in the development of a Ph.D. program in social work at York.  14 alumni attended, and 3 sent comments by email.  Three main themes dominated the discussion. 

· The possibility of studying part time

· Critical perspectives as a unique strength of the program

· Bridging theory and practice as a starting point for doctoral studies

Also of importance in the discussion were

- Issues related to race, racism and homophobia

 - Interest in social and systemic change

The main strength of the York program cited was its focus on critical perspectives in social work.  

Alumni present at the focus group had a strong preference for sufficient coursework in a Ph.D. program, especially related to research design and data analysis, to feel that they would be well prepared as researchers.  They also wanted to ‘blur the boundary’ between the academy and practice:  to bring research to the field and and to teach research in the community.

