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In our brief for the Periodic Appraisal of the Master’s /Ph.D. in History 1999-2005 submitted to the Ontario Council on Graduate Studies, I included a proposal for a name change to one of our fields.

Name change to a field: “Africa and the Americas” to “Africa, the Caribbean and Latin America”

There are 8 faculty members in the field ‘Africa and the Americas’: Professors Abdullah (Africa-Islam), Curto (Africa and the Diaspora), Johnson (the Caribbean), Lipsett-Rivera (Colonial Latin America-adjunct professor), Kanya-Forstner (Africa and the Diaspora), Lovejoy (Africa and the Diaspora), Rubenstein (Mexico-20th century), and Trotman (the Caribbean). The recent appointment of a new historian of Latin America at Glendon College will strengthen the field.

The members of the field want to change the name of the field. They propose to call it:  Africa, the Caribbean and Latin America. This change will reflect the true nature of the field and the research strengths of the faculty members. However, it will not change the intellectual and theoretical content of the field.

