Proposal to Change the name of the Graduate Program in Women’s Studies, including the MA/PhD degree programs in Women’s Studies, to the Graduate Program in Gender, Feminist and Women’s Studies.
May 2011

The Graduate Program in Women’s Studies (GWS) at York University started in 1992, and was the first in Canada to offer a graduate degree in Women’s Studies. Today we are one of the largest programs in women’s and gender studies and feminist research in Canada.  

Women’s Studies and feminist research more generally are recognized as fields that have undergone substantial transformations in research and teaching since their earliest days and a number of GWS students and faculty indicated they would like to engage in a discussion about the Program name in order to determine whether it continues to be the best way to represent who we are and what we do, or if there are other options that may better reflect the scope and range of our research and teaching at York.  Feminist pedagogy, theories and research methods are premised upon ongoing self reflection, critique, and sensitivity to changing social, political and historical contexts, hierarchies and relationships, so it is in this spirit that we initiated a discussion of the Program’s name. Thus the primary question that initiated our review process was whether or not we wanted to keep the program name as it is, whether there was a preference for a revised name that would incorporate ‘women’, alongside other descriptors or whether we wanted a different name entirely. 

A name review consultation and discussion process was set up as follows:
October 19, 2010 and December 7, 2010 Program Meetings: Open forums for discussion of rationale for name revision and name options. Create short-list of  5 name options at December Program Meeting.
January-March 2011: Dissemination of a Discussion Paper with short-listed names  to all GWS community members:  Informal faculty and student discussions on short-list of program names 
April 19, 2011 Program Meeting: Final decision on program name, preferably by consensus; vote on short-list if necessary. 

At our April 19, 2011 Program Meeting we voted to revise  the program and degree name from “Women’s Studies” to “Gender, Feminist and Women’s Studies”.  There was general agreement amongst students and faculty members that we want to keep “Women’s Studies” in our title for its historical and ongoing political and academic relevance, and in recognition of this program being the first of its kind in Canada.  However, we supported the inclusion of the additional categories of ‘Gender’ and “Feminist” which better reflect our seven fields of specialization and the diverse range of research and teaching that is undertaken by students and faculty in the Program.  We agreed that this revised name will also signal the program’s openness to diverse intellectual approaches and thus be more attractive to a wider body of potential students nationally and internationally. 

The change in program and degree name to Gender, Feminist and Women’s Studies does not reflect a change in substance, focus, or direction of the program in general and degree programs in particular. Rather it represents the culmination of a multi-year review process which has included the revision of our fields of specialization* and our mission statement (completed in 2008-09), and the revision of our core curriculum (in process, and scheduled to be completed in 2011-12). 
 Gender, Feminist and Women’s Studies is a unique name—to our knowledge, there is no other similar Graduate Program in Ontario with this name. At the same time, the proposed name is consistent with the names of similar programs offered at other Ontario universities, as follows:

University of Toronto: MA in Women and Gender Studies

McMaster: MA and PhD in Gender Studies and Feminist Research

Western: MA and PhD in Women’s Studies and Feminist Research

Queens:  MA in Gender Studies

Ottawa: MA and PhD in Women’s Studies

Carleton: MA in Women and Gender Studies

David Murray,
Director, Graduate Program in Women’s Studies
*Our Fields of Specialization are:

Cultural and Literary Studies, Performance and Fine Arts

Diaspora,Transnational and Global Studies

Histories 

Politics, Economies and Societies

Race

Sexualities

Theories and Methods

Implementation Date and Grandparenting Provisions: The change in program name is proposed effective September 2012. The proposed new name will apply only to those students whose initial registration in the MA or PhD program is Fall 2012. Students registered in the MA or PhD program prior to the effective date of the change in name will graduate under the existing program name.


Date: May 2011
