Domestic Violence Courts

	Status


	In effect

	Jurisdiction
	Alberta (Calgary, Edmonton, Lethbridge, Medicine Hat, Red Deer, Fort McMurray, Airdrie, Grande Prairie)



	Body Responsible
	Alberta Justice and Attorney General 



	Subjects
	Domestic Violence



	Timelines
	Courts opened beginning in 1999



	Description of Reforms


	The goals of Domestic Violence Courts are to reduce domestic violence by linking victims and offenders quickly and effectively with specialized counselling and treatment services; and to improve coordination among law enforcement, the courts, Crown Prosecutors, Corrections and community partners. 

Calgary Domestic Violence Court (Homefront) 

· With its dedicated Crown prosecutors and staff, the Calgary Domestic Violence Court was the first initiative in Alberta of this scope to address the broad issues of family violence. 

· The first appearance court opened in 2000 while the trial court opened in March 2005.

Edmonton Domestic Violence Court 

· Initiated by the Edmonton Crown Prosecutor’s Office, the Edmonton Domestic Violence Court began operations on September 1, 2001 with a unit of specially assigned Crown prosecutors handling domestic violence docket files.

· On March 1, 2003 the project was expanded to include a family violence trial court. 

Lethbridge Domestic Violence Court 

· The Domestic Violence Action Team was formed in 1999 by Lethbridge Crown Prosecutors, Correctional Services, police, treatment and support providers and victims.

· Eleven protocols were established to outline policy and procedures for every step of the domestic violence response process, from intervention through rehabilitation, to ensure a better response to domestic violence for both victim and perpetrator by creating a coordinated, integrated strategy.

· On March 2, 2004, the Lethbridge Domestic Violence Docket Courtroom heard its first matters.

Medicine Hat Domestic Violence Court 

· On October 6, 2005, the Medicine Hat Domestic Violence Court started sitting one afternoon per week to address first appearance and domestic violence trials in Medicine Hat Provincial Court. 

· The Court collaborates with the judiciary, police, community partners and other Government of Alberta Ministries.

Red Deer Domestic Violence Court 

· On October 6, 2005, the Red Deer Domestic Violence Court began sitting one half-day per week for domestic violence first appearance cases in Red Deer Provincial Court.

Fort McMurray Domestic Violence Court 

· On January 6, 2006, the Fort McMurray Domestic Violence Court started sitting one afternoon per week to address first appearance and resolution for domestic violence cases in Fort McMurray Provincial Court.

Airdrie Domestic Violence Court 

· On May 4, 2006, the Domestic Violence Court in Airdrie began hearing cases. 
· This is the only circuit court with time set aside for family violence matters.
· The Court officially opened on June 30, 2006.
Grande Prairie  Domestic Violence Court 

· On February 14, 2007, the Grande Prairie Domestic Violence Court officially started hearing docket matters.




