COMMUNITY COURT (2008)
Status:


Established in Use
Jurisdiction:


Provincial - British Columbia
Body Responsible:

Ministry of the Attorney General for British Columbia

Subjects:


Holistic Justice System 
Timeline:
2008 – 2012 pilot project
Publications:                        Connecting the Community to Vancouver’s Downtown 
Community Court
http://www.ag.gov.bc.ca/community-court/index.htm
Beyond The Revolving Door: A New Response to Chronic Offenders
http://www.pssg.gov.bc.ca/congress/pdf/SCWGReport.pdf
Vancouver’s Downtown Community Court:  

http://www.criminaljusticereform.gov.bc.ca/en/justice_reform_projects/community_court/index.html
Development:
In March of 2004, the Attorney General established a Street Crime Working Group to research crime in Vancouver’s downtown and present a report of their findings.  The Working Group’s 2005 report contained a number of recommendations that were taken into consideration by the Ministry of Justice.  One of the recommendations was the establishment of a downtown community court in Vancouver that would take a problem-solving approach to the crime problem in the area.  The new community court was located in the vicinity of the Provincial Courthouse and opened in 2008.
Description of Reform:    
Many of the individuals who appear in court in downtown Vancouver are arrested several times a year. Their criminal activities affect the quality of life in the community and take up significant justice system resources. Offenders often spend long periods of time in custody awaiting trial. Many, if released on bail in the community, fail to appear in court when required, leading to further charges and delays in the court process.  These people are not simply criminal offenders. They are also frequently homeless, suffering from mental illness and addictions and/or lacking in job skills and social supports. Many of the same people who end up in the criminal justice system are also served by health and social service systems. Vancouver's Downtown Community Court will co-ordinate the delivery of justice, health and social services to address these individual's problems, with particular emphasis on addictions and mental illness.
Benefits include:  

Integration: There will be improved cooperation among agencies who may deliver services to these offenders. This will result in a more effective and efficient use of justice as well as health and social services. 

Efficiency: Through the use of efficient case management, street-crime prosecutions will proceed more quickly and with less court appearances. This will help to ensure a faster case resolution rate as well as holding offenders accountable more quickly. 

Sentences to Address Causes of Criminal Behaviour: All court decisions will be based on the most current and relevant information pertaining to the accused's personal background, criminal history, as well as health and social service needs.  The sentences will aim to address both the crime committed and the underlying causes of that crime.  This will have a positive impact on changing criminal behaviour in general. 

Purpose:
The Community Court is intended to bring together justice, health, and social services in order to improve responses to crime and will also hear most offences which are heard in the Provincial Courts
Criteria and Methods         Evaluating the Court:  
Of Evaluation:                     
http://www.criminaljusticereform.gov.bc.ca/en/justice_reform_projects/community_court/evaluating_court/index.html
Results:                                 According to the Community Court Interim Evaluation Report conducted after 12 months, the Community Court is succeeding in some ways and has also encountered unanticipated challenges.  See http://www.criminaljusticereform.gov.bc.ca/en/reports/pdf/interimevaluation.pdf
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