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Chapter 2:  The Charter
The circumstances that led to the adoption of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms in 1982 help to explain the form the document finally took. These events have also provided the setting for some of the more recent controversies about the Charter, such as whether the provision allowing legislatures to override parts of the Charter should be removed, or whether the Charter has given judges power to decide policy issues in a counter-democratic fashion.

A visitor to our country who knew little of Canada's most pressing political issues in the early 1980s might be forgiven for assuming that the Charter was a reaction to human rights abuses, or the imminent threat of such abuses. Although the Supreme Court's narrow interpretation of the Bill of Rights encouraged some pro-civil liberties activists to campaign for an entrenched charter of rights, human rights violations, or the fear of them, did not constitute a major issue in Canada during the ten or fifteen years before 1982. A possible exception was the October Crisis of 1970, when the arbitrary powers provided by the War Measures Act were abused by some authorities. Most Canadians, however, supported the government's tough stance against terrorists. Moreover, the man who decided to invoke the War Measures Act, Pierre Trudeau, was the same person who championed the cause of the Charter. Public pressure to protect civil liberties can therefore explain only a part of the drive for an entrenched bill of rights.

Rainer Knopff and F.L. Morton have argued that the goal of entrenching a charter of rights was a key ingredient in the federal government's nation-building strategy from 1967 to 1982. That strategy had three major elements:
· to create the conditions that would encourage a stronger national identity to counteract the forces of provincialism; 
· to patriate the constitution (end the role of the U.K. Parliament in the constitutional amendment process, and provide for an entirely Canadian amending procedure); and

· to extend language rights and to create new "mobility rights" so that Canadians would feel at home in any province and would not be deterred from moving within the country.

From this perspective, it was hoped that the proposed charter would become an instrument of national unity. An entrenched bill of rights that applied across the country would lead, it was expected, to a national discourse about human rights. New national coalitions and identities would be created that would transcend and weaken the forces of regionalism and provincialism.

A major problem faced by the government was that Canadians were not very concerned about the patriation issue. As well, the subject of language rights was divisive. Neither the patriation nor the language rights goals were likely to succeed if they were promoted on their own. The federal strategy was to join the proposed charter and patriation in an inseparable package and to include language rights in the broader list of rights and freedoms.  Alan Cairns has argued that the strategy not only worked, but an unexpected side effect was that the advent of the Charter energized and mobilized a number of groups that had not previously been as deeply involved in Canadian politics, such as new Canadians, aboriginal Canadians, seniors, visible minorities, and women.

The Road to the Charter

This strategy, however ingenious, could not have worked without the perseverance of someone as determined as Pierre Trudeau. In addition to realizing the strategic value of the proposed charter, Trudeau believed in it for its own sake. This may be because he had first-hand experience with the civil liberties abuses of the Duplessis regime. He had been a vocal critic of the Union Nationale government, and as a result, government supporters had pressured universities not to hire him as a law professor.
 By the late 1950s, Trudeau became convinced that a constitutional bill of rights was needed to supplement the protection of human rights through constitutional conventions, the common law, and ordinary statutory bills of rights.

As the federal minister of justice, Trudeau had promoted a constitutional charter of rights in a 1968 policy paper, "A Canadian Charter of Human Rights." In the same year, Prime Minister Pearson called the first of what became a series of federal-provincial conferences to consider a constitutional bill of rights and a method of patriating the constitution. The 1968 conference failed to produce an agreement, and in 1970 the federal government established a special committee of Parliament (the "Molgat-MacGuigan Committee") to consider constitutional reform. The committee received 1,700 briefs or representations, many of them recommending that the proposed charter of rights should include protection for groups with particular grievances that were often ignored by politicians – groups such as the handicapped, women, seniors and the poor. This marked the beginning of a new trend in thinking about human rights in Canada:  once the public became formally involved in the Charter project, many claims previously thought of as political demands — such as the abolition of compulsory retirement, adequate welfare payments, access to public buildings for the handicapped, and affirmative action programs for women — were transformed into human rights claims.
 The committee rejected most of the demands of these traditionally marginalized groups, but the hearings gave these groups experience in navigating the political process that would prove valuable a decade later.

In 1971 the first ministers reached an agreement, known as the "Victoria Charter," to patriate the constitution and at the same time entrench a charter of rights. The agreement failed to take effect, however, because of objections from Quebec and Alberta. The Quebec cabinet would not endorse the agreement without additional guarantees of cultural sovereignty. In Alberta a provincial election produced a change in government. The new premier, Peter Lougheed, was opposed to the proposed constitutional amending formula in the Victoria Charter because by giving a de facto veto power only to Ontario, Quebec and British Columbia, it made Alberta and the other six provinces "second class."

After this setback, the momentum for constitutional change slowed down considerably. The success of the Parti Québécois in winning the Quebec election of 1976 became a further obstacle to constitutional reform. Although there were several constitutional reform initiatives during the next few years, it was not until the defeat of the sovereignty-association concept in the 1980 Quebec referendum that there was again a serious opportunity for constitutional reform. In the meantime, Canada's accession to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and the International Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights in 1976 helped supporters of a constitutional bill of rights keep the idea alive.

During the Quebec referendum campaign, Trudeau promised Quebeckers that if they voted "no" to sovereignty-association, they could look forward to a "renewed federalism." After the 60 to 40 per cent victory of the "non" to separation side, he set out to fulfill this promise by reviving his government's nation-building strategy: the patriation of the constitution and the creation of a constitutional charter of rights and freedoms.

A First Ministers' Conference was called for September 1980. The constitutional conference ended with no agreement, and the federal government announced a plan for "unilateral patriation" of the constitution. The plan was that the Canadian Parliament would request the U.K. Parliament to place an amending formula in the constitution (the 1971 Victoria Charter formula would be used), as well as the Charter of Rights, and then abdicate all future responsibilities for changing the Canadian constitution. The federal government claimed that it could accomplish this feat without provincial support because of the conventions that had developed governing the amendment of the constitution. The federal argument position was that when a constitutional change had been required in the past, the federal Parliament alone would request the amendment, and the amendment would automatically be enacted by the London Parliament. The BNA Act had been amended twenty-two times since 1867, and no provincial legislature had ever officially participated in the process.

This claim was only part of the truth. Of the twenty-two amendments, only five had affected provincial powers. In each one of these five cases, all the relevant provincial authorities had approved the constitutional amendments. Thus, there was a well-founded claim that a convention of provincial consent existed regarding constitutional amendments that affected the provinces.

Trudeau nevertheless denied that provincial consent was a convention, and he determined to push on with unilateral patriation. The patriation resolution, including the proposed charter, was sent to a special committee of Parliament for consideration. The committee held televised public hearings and received almost 1,000 submissions. The hearings, as expected, demonstrated widespread public support for the proposed Charter. Prominent among the witnesses before the committee were representatives of many of the traditionally marginalized groups whose representations had failed to produce the desired results during the Molgat-MacGuigan hearings in 1971. But this time, circumstances favoured these groups.

The government needed all the support it could muster to counteract the eight premiers who opposed unilateral patriation. Early in 1981 the government accepted a series of proposals to expand the provisions of the Charter. The equality rights section (section 15) was broadened according to the recommendations of feminist groups, and a special guarantee of gender equality (section 28) was added. The equality rights section was also expanded to prohibit discrimination based on mental or physical disability. And two sections were added, one inside the Charter (section 25) and one outside (a provision affirming existing aboriginal rights), to protect native rights. Public response to these proposals was very positive, thus strengthening the government's drive for unilateral patriation.

Meanwhile, the eight provincial governments opposed to unilateral patriation and the Charter — all but Ontario and New Brunswick - launched a counter-offensive. These governments had a variety of reasons for opposing the package, including reservations about the Victoria Charter amending formula (which gave a de facto veto to Ontario, Quebec and B.C., but not to other provinces), and doubts about the proposed charter of rights. In April 1981 the eight premiers, including René Lévesque, agreed to support an amending formula that was an alternative to the Victoria Charter formula. This so-called Vancouver Consensus formula would require for most future constitutional changes the agreement of Parliament and seven out of ten provincial legislatures representing 50 per cent of the population of the provinces. The inspiration behind this proposal was Peter Meekison, the former Chair of the Department of Political Science at the University of Alberta who became Deputy Minister of Alberta’s Intergovernmental Affairs department.  Alberta had opposed the Victoria Charter amending formula because it privileged Ontario and Quebec in a federation in which Peter Lougheed believed that all provinces were equal.  Meekison had been charged with finding an alternative amending formula that respected the principle of the equality of provinces. Meekison’s proposal, first unveiled in Vancouver, became known as the Vancouver Consensus.
One may well ask why Quebec supported the Vancouver Consensus, given that this formula abandoned Quebec’s traditional demand for a veto over constitutional amendments.  The answer may be that René Lévesque, having known Trudeau for many years, concluded that he was not likely to compromise about his insistence on the Victoria Charter formula, and so Quebec’s loss of the veto was a remote possibility.  In the post-referendum climate, Lévesque was no doubt trying to present himself as someone trying his best to work within the federalist structure, flawed though he believed it to be, and he quite likely expected that the obstinacy of Trudeau over the amending formula debate would prove once and for all that federalism was doomed to failure.  Thus, there was no harm in supporting the Vancouver Consensus, and possibly some political capital to be gained.
Other premiers feared that an entrenched charter would not have the positive impact its supporters cheerfully assumed. For example, Saskatchewan's NDP premier, Allan Blakeney, feared that wealthy corporations would pursue litigation under an entrenched charter to limit government social programs and the powers of labour unions. Because judges tend to come from backgrounds sympathetic to business interests, he predicted that such litigation would have a reasonable chance of succeeding.

Three of the eight provinces opposed to the unilateral patriation, Newfoundland, Quebec and Manitoba, launched legal challenges by sending reference questions to their provincial courts of appeal. The “gang of eight” that opposed Trudeau’s package carefully chose these courts for reference questions based on the perceptions of the premiers about which courts were most likely to rule in their favour.
  The courts were asked whether a convention of provincial consent existed, and whether such a convention could operate to prevent the Canadian Parliament from proceeding.

The results of the constitutional reference in the three provincial courts of appeal were inconclusive. The courts in Manitoba and Quebec held that provincial consent was not a legal requirement, but the Newfoundland court held that it was, although there were dissenting opinions in all three courts. These decisions were appealed to the Supreme Court of Canada, which announced its decision in late September 1981. The decision was so important that, for the first time in Canadian history, television cameras were allowed in the courtroom to record the historic verdict. Unfortunately, one of the judges tripped over a cable and disconnected the main microphone so that the chief justice's announcement was barely audible. Hearing the announcement, however, would probably not have improved the understanding of the decision for a great many people. The Court decided that a convention of "substantial provincial consent" did exist, but it added that conventions cannot be enforced by the courts because constitutional conventions represent unwritten laws that are enforced by the political process, not by courts.  In other words, while no court-recognized legal rules could stop Parliament from proceeding with the unilateral patriation project, this action would nevertheless break a constitutional convention.
 By tradition, voters are expected to defeat governments that operate counter to important constitutional conventions, where such action appears to erode democracy.
The Supreme Court's decision, which produced no clear winners in the dispute between eight provinces and the federal government, forced the two sides back to the bargaining table. The first ministers met again on November 2, 1981. On the morning of November 5 an agreement was announced to patriate the constitution with the Vancouver Consensus amending formula and with a constitutional charter of rights. All of the first ministers agreed to the package except for René Lévesque. Politically, it would probably have been impossible for a separatist premier to agree to such a renewal of the Canadian constitution. Technically, however, the agreement was close to what Lévesque had already endorsed when he was convinced that Trudeau would never accept the position of the eight provinces that supported the Vancouver Consensus amending formula.

The agreement of November 5 included compromises on both sides. Although Trudeau preferred the Victoria Charter amending formula, he agreed to a modified version of the Vancouver Consensus formula. (The Vancouver Consensus formula would be used to amend the Charter of Rights and the division of powers, but up to three provinces could opt out of some kinds of amendments.  If an amendment transferred provincial powers to Ottawa, opting out provinces would be compensated financially to continue to offer services for the area they’d opted out of.  As well, there would be three less onerous procedures for amending parts of the constitution not needing wide agreement.  A few very controversial subjects – such as the amending formula itself – would need unanimous consent for amendment.)  In return, the eight provinces agreed to a constitutional charter of rights, but only if the Charter contained a clause permitting federal and provincial legislatures to enact specific statutes that would override the Charter. (It was thought that this override procedure would provide a counterbalance to unacceptable or unworkable judicial interpretations about the meaning of the Charter.) Trudeau agreed to the override clause on the condition that every specific use of it would expire automatically after five years and that the clause would not apply to the democratic rights, mobility rights, language rights and minority language education rights. This solution, which enabled legislatures temporarily to exclude judicial review based on sections 2 and 7-15 of the Charter, became the infamous section 33 of the Charter.

As noted above, the federal-provincial compromise of November 5 appeared to satisfy most of the points in Lévesque's bargaining position. One of Quebec’s demands which was not met, however, concerned the section of the Charter dealing with minority language education rights (section 23). One of the effects of this provision was that anglophones who had been educated in English anywhere in Canada would have the right to have their children educated in English in Quebec (this was known as the "Canada clause".)  Lévesque had wanted the rights of an English education in Quebec restricted to children of parents who had been educated in English in Quebec. (This provision was already contained in Quebec's Charter of the French Language [Bill 101] and was known as the "Quebec clause.") Furthermore, the Charter would extend the right to English education in Quebec to children whose parents' mother tongue was English, even if they did not qualify under the Canada clause (this is known as the "mother tongue clause"). Lévesque was opposed to this provision as well. In order to try to weaken Quebec opposition to the patriation/Charter project, a provision was added so that the mother tongue clause would not apply to Quebec until approved by the Quebec National Assembly.
After the November 5 agreement, final preparations were made for the patriation of the Canadian constitution. With the consent of nine provinces, the federal Parliament passed a resolution that requested the U.K. Parliament to amend the Canadian constitution one last time. The Westminster Parliament's Canada Act, 1982, added the Constitution Act, 1982, to Canada's constitution and changed the name of the BNA Act (which remains an integral part of the constitution) to the Constitution Act, 1867. The Constitution Act, 1982, contains the Charter of Rights and Freedoms and the Vancouver Consensus amending formula. The Quebec government sent a reference question to its Court of Appeal asking whether the "substantial provincial consent" the Canadian Supreme Court had declared was part of the old amending convention made the consent of Quebec mandatory. Before the Quebec Court of Appeal could decide the case, the Westminster Parliament had enacted the Canada Act. On April 17, 1982, the Queen signed the Canada Act in a ceremony on Parliament Hill. The era of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms had begun.

Later, both the Quebec Court of Appeal and the Supreme Court Canada ruled that "substantial provincial consent" did not make Quebec's consent mandatory. Although this interpretation of the convention is questionable, from a political perspective the courts probably had no choice. Legally, the U.K. Parliament had already changed Canada's constitution for the final time. Future change would have to occur entirely in Canada.
 Thus, the Charter and the new amending formula applied in law to Quebec, although many Quebeckers felt that the new constitution lacked moral legitimacy because of Quebec's failure to ratify it.

The election of a federal Conservative government in 1984, and of a Liberal government in Quebec in 1985, opened the door to obtaining, belatedly, the consent of the Quebec legislature to the 1982 constitutional accord. The new Prime Minister, Brian Mulroney, was anxious to obtain Quebec's official endorsement of the 1982 constitutional changes. He recognized that no constitution, however legally binding it is, can keep a country together unless the people consider it to be legitimate. Premier Bourassa produced a list of five conditions that would have to be met before Quebec would agree to the constitutional accord: recognition of Quebec as a distinct society, more provincial power over immigration, constitutional recognition that three of the nine Supreme Court of Canada judges must be from Quebec, limits to the federal spending power in provincial jurisdiction, and a Quebec veto over future constitutional changes. All of these demands were accommodated in the Meech Lake Accord announced on April 30, 1987. Instead of providing Quebec with a veto over all constitutional changes, however, financial compensation would be provided to provinces that opted out of a constitutional amendment with regard to any matter, rather than the more restrictive provisions for financial compensation included in the Constitution Act, 1982.  For Quebec and other provinces that might opt out of a constitutional amendment, opting out with financial compensation would be tantamount to a veto with regard to the impact of the amendment in that province.
  
The Meech Lake Accord required unanimous consent of Parliament and all provinces within three years to become law, and because of electoral changes in provincial governments, Manitoba and Newfoundland did not approve the Meech Lake Accord within that time frame.  The failure of Meech Lake was blamed by many observers on the process – negotiations were restricted primarily to the first ministers and their key advisors.  A new round of constitutional negotiations was begun that included broad consultation of the Canadian public, and the result was the Charlottetown Accord of August, 1992.  This was a complex agreement that included the substantive provisions of the Meech Lake Accord, and other constitutional changes that included accommodation of some of the interests of Aboriginal Canadians, and Senate reform.  The Charlottetown Accord was subjected to a referendum within two months, and as might be expected when voters had only a short time to evaluate a complex proposal, the Accord was rejected by 54% of Canadians in a 72% turnout.  This debacle was seized on by Quebec nationalists as an indication of the inevitable failure of federalism, and in 1995, a Quebec referendum on separation from Canada came within a hair of succeeding.
    Throughout this tumultuous post-1982 period, it is significant that none of the contentious issues engaged the Charter of Rights.  Over the years, the Charter became one of the icons of Canadian identity that a large majority identified with.  
The Substantive Provisions in the Charter

The substantive provisions in the Charter appear in seven parts, which are separated by headings in the text of the Charter: (1) fundamental freedoms, (2) democratic rights, (3) mobility rights, (4) legal rights, (5) equality rights, (6) language rights and (7) minority language educational rights.

Fundamental Freedoms (Section 2)

These are the familiar civil liberties that grew into constitutional conventions in the United Kingdom as a result of the adoption of the ideology of liberalism — the same ones that the Duff Doctrine sought to protect. They include freedom of conscience and religion; freedom of thought, belief, opinion and expression (including freedom of the communications media); freedom of peaceful assembly; and freedom of association. The fundamental freedoms in the Charter are also listed in the Bill of Rights, but the wording of most of them has been slightly changed with the hope of providing greater clarity and comprehensiveness.

Democratic Rights (Sections 3-5)

The Canadian Bill of Rights made no mention of democratic rights, and Trudeau's first proposal for an entrenched charter of rights in 1968 did not suggest entrenching the democratic rights — a shortcoming emphasized in Donald Smiley's 1969 commentary on the Trudeau proposals.
 This kind of criticism had some effect, because in 1971 the bill of rights in the Victoria Charter included references to the right to vote, universal suffrage and free elections at least every five years. These principles now appear in the Charter.

Section 3 states that "every citizen" has the right to vote in federal and provincial elections, as well as the right to be qualified for membership in the House of Commons and provincial legislatures. Section 4(1) stipulates that no more than five years may elapse between general elections for the House of Commons or provincial legislatures. Section 5 declares that both Parliament and provincial legislatures must have a sitting at least once in every twelve-month period.

Section 4(2) provides that "in time of real or apprehended war, invasion or insurrection," a two-thirds vote in the House of Commons can continue the life of the House beyond five years. There is no limit on how long elections may be delayed; this is left to the development of future conventions. A similar provision is made for provincial legislatures to continue beyond five years in equivalent emergency circumstances.

The guarantee of the rights to vote and to be qualified for elected office in section 3 apply to all citizens. There are no restrictions listed pertaining to age, mental competence or imprisonment, for example. However, legislatures expect to be able to justify some of these restrictions as reasonable limits to the Charter pursuant to section 1, the limitations clause, which is discussed below.

Mobility Rights (Section 6)

One of the federal government's overall policy objectives during the Trudeau era was to promote national unity by making it easier for Canadians to move from province to province to find work. Provincial governments had created a number of restrictions to interprovincial mobility, such as residency requirements for certain provincial benefits and hiring practices favouring current residents of the province. Section 6 was an attempt to limit such restrictions. Section 6(2) declares that "every citizen" and "permanent resident has the right a) to move and take up residence in any province, and b) to pursue the gaining of a livelihood in any province."

It proved impossible to obtain provincial agreement to such an unqualified guarantee of freedom of movement. Newfoundland wanted to be able to give priority in jobs to local residents in the expected off-shore oil fields. Quebec wanted to encourage the use of French by individuals and companies moving to that province. The richer provinces were concerned that persons from poorer provinces might move to the richer provinces simply to take advantage of more-generous social welfare or health benefits. To obtain provincial agreement for the mobility rights, a number of exceptions were specified in sections 6(3) and 6(4). Social service recipients may be subjected to "reasonable" residency requirements. Mobility is also subject to "any [existing] laws or practices of general application in force in a province," except those that blatantly discriminate on the basis of province of residence. Furthermore, provinces with high unemployment can discriminate against residents from other provinces until the unemployment rate reaches the Canadian average. These exceptions have watered down the potential impact of mobility rights considerably.

In addition to the internal mobility rights, section 6(1) also guarantees every "citizen of Canada" "the right to enter, remain in and leave" the country. The right to enter Canada means that citizens travelling abroad cannot be prevented from returning home, for example, for political reasons. The right to remain in Canada means that Canada's extradition laws have been subjected to challenges under the Charter. The right to leave is meant to preclude' situations developing in Canada analogous to those faced by Soviet Jews who wish to emigrate but are denied permission. The right to leave may also affect the federal government's ability to place restrictions on the amount of currency Canadian travelers or emigrants may take with them, should the federal authorities ever wish to exercise this power.

The most publicized decision under section 6 is the Abdelrazik decision of the Federal Court in 2009.
  Abousfian Abdelrazik came to Canada as a refugee from Sudan in 1990, and became a Canadian citizen in 1995.  In 2003, along with his wife and three children, he returned to Sudan to visit his ailing mother.  When his wife and children returned to Canada several months later, he remained in Sudan, and was “arrested without charge, imprisoned for several years and tortured.”
  In 2006 he was released from prison, but was unable to return to Canada both because his passport had expired, and because he was on a United Nations no-fly list.  The Harper government refused to issue him a new passport, and after some time claimed that this was because of national security concerns.  Meanwhile, Abdelrazik took refuge in the Canadian Embassy in Khartoum, fearing further abuse by Sudanese authorities.  He slept on a cot in the Embassy’s lobby for 14 months, and from there instructed his Canadian lawyers to apply to the Federal Court for an order requiring the Canadian government to issue him a passport under section 6(1) of the Charter – the right of Canadian citizens to enter Canada.  In early June of 2009, Justice Zinn of the Federal Court declared that because the government presented no evidence to show that Abdelrazik was a security risk, he had the right to return to Canada.  He ordered the Minister of Foreign Affairs to provide Abdelrazik with an emergency passport, and to provide him with an escort on the flight back to Canada to ensure his safety.  As well, he ordered Abdelrazik to appear before him upon his return so that the Court could be satisfied that he had actually returned.  After some hesitation, the government complied with the order, and Abdelrazik was back in Canada before the end of June.  In September of 2009, he launched a lawsuit against the government for $27 million.

Other than the Abdelrazik case, the mobility rights in the Charter have had little impact on the Canadian political system. A number of  section 6 cases have involved litigants who tried to avoid extradition by claiming the right to remain in Canada.   The Supreme Court has held that extradition to a foreign country for the purpose of standing trial there is a reasonable limit to section 6.  However, if the person being extradited might face the death penalty if found guilty, the Court required that prior to extradition, the Minister of Justice must first obtain an assurance from the foreign jurisdiction that the death penalty will not be imposed.
In a1989 case, Black v. Law Society of Alberta, the Supreme Court of Canada struck down a Law Society of Alberta rule that prohibited lawyers from entering into a partnership with another member of the Law Society not ordinarily resident in the province. The Court declared that the rule was inconsistent with section 6(2) of the Charter.
   However, the fact that the requirements for becoming a Chartered Accountant in Saskatchewan are more stringent than those in Ontario was found not to be a violation of section 6(2) because the requirements applied both to Saskatchewan residents and non-residents.
    In a British Columbia Supreme Court case, a medical doctor succeeded in invoking section 6 to obtain a billing number from the province's health insurance agency. The doctor had previously been denied the number simply because she had moved from out of tin province.
   And the Federal Court has ruled that section 6(1) implies that section 6(1) implies that Canadian citizens have a right to a passport, subject to reasonable limits such as proven national security issues.
  Because there are so few high court decisions under section 6 and it is not yet clear what impact it will have on government policies, section 6 cases are not discussed in a separate chapter.

It is somewhat ironic that the Supreme Court's first Charter case arose under section 6. This was the case of Joel Skapinker, a South African citizen who had taken a law degree in Canada. The Law Society of Upper Canada, the regulatory body for lawyers in Ontario had denied Skapinker permission to practice law because he was not a citizen. Skapinker took the Law Society to court under the Charter claiming that section 6 guaranteed to permanent residents, like himself, the right "to gain a livelihood in any province." Skapinker lost because the Supreme Court decided that section 6 applied only to persons moving from one province to another or to persons living in one province and working in another.

Legal Rights (Sections 7-14)

The legal rights section of the Charter includes a number of procedural safeguards designed to protect those subjected to governmental intervention under the law, such as those accused of federal criminal offences or provincial highway traffic violations, as well as visitors to Canada who are ordered deported by federal immigration authorities. As the legal rights apply to "every person" or "everyone," they apply to any person subjected to federal or provincial authorities — not simply to citizens or permanent residents. According to Supreme Court decisions, "legal persons," such as corporations, are also covered.

The legal rights are a reflection of the second aspect of civil liberties claims mentioned in chapter 1: that when it is acceptable for governments to restrict freedoms, certain procedures must be followed to ensure that freedoms are not unnecessarily restricted.

The legal rights sections of the Charter repeats most of the legal rights listed in the Canadian Bill of Rights, except for the right to a fair hearing in accordance with the principles of fundamental justice to determine rights and obligations (section 2[e] of the Bill) and the right not to be deprived of the enjoyment of property except through the due process of law (section 1[a] of the Bill). These particular rights will continue to be covered by the Bill of Rights rather than the Charter, but they apply only to the central government.

The Charter lists a number of legal rights not covered by the Bill of Rights. For example, the Charter prohibits unreasonable search and seizure, the retroactive criminalization of actions other than war crimes,
 and double jeopardy, that is, being tried and possibly punished more than once for the same offence.
 In addition, the Charter provides the right "to be tried within a reasonable time," the right to a jury trial if the offence carries a penalty of five years in jail or more, and the right to the least punishment if the punishment for an offence was varied between the time the offence was committed and the time of sentencing. As well, the Charter goes further than the Bill in protecting the right to counsel by stipulating the right to be informed of the right to counsel upon arrest or detention.

The various legal rights sections of the Charter are arranged in order from the general to the specific, and from the early stages of the criminal process to the later stages. Section 7 is a general guarantee of procedural rights. It states that everyone has the right to "life, liberty and security of the person" unless deprived thereof pursuant to "fundamental justice." Fundamental justice refers to recognized procedural safeguards to ensure fairness of treatment to those who have been detained or put on trial. Many of these procedural safeguards are included in sections 8-14, but section 7 implies even broader protection than the safeguards specifically spelled out in sections 8-14. We will see examples of the scope of section 7 in the decisions discussed in chapter 5. However, the Supreme Court has determined that section 7 may not be interpreted so liberally as to nullify the Criminal Code provision that allows dangerous offenders to be given indeterminate sentences
 or to preclude the fingerprinting of accused persons.

Section 8 prohibits "unreasonable search or seizure." Section 9 forbids arbitrary (meaning unlawful) detention or imprisonment. Section 10 includes a list of rights that apply when a person is arrested or detained, such as the right to counsel and the right to be informed of the reasons for being detained. Section 11 contains rights that come into effect upon being charged with an offence, such as the right to be presumed innocent until proven guilty and the right to a trial within a reasonable time. (The Supreme Court has decided that the issue of unreasonable delay must be raised at a trial and not a preliminary hearing).
  Section 12 prohibits cruel and unusual treatment or punishment. 
Section 13 stipulates that witnesses in trials be protected from having self-incriminating evidence used against them in future trials. This allows witnesses to concentrate on giving accurate evidence for the trial they are participating in, without having to worry that they might accidentally, or through the urging of the crown, give evidence that could be used against them personally in a future trial. Section 13 also means that accused persons who are tried for particular offences need not worry that their testimony at the trial may be used against them in another trial.
 Finally, section 14 provides the right to an interpreter for any party in a trial (civil or criminal) or any witness who does not speak the language of the trial, or for any deaf person.

Equality Rights (Section 15)

Section 15(1) states that "every individual" (meaning that only human beings are covered, and not legal persons such as corporations) "is equal before and under the law and has the right to the equal protection and equal benefit of the law without discrimination." Before examining the remainder of this section, it is worthwhile noting that whereas the Bill of Rights protects equality "before the law," the Charter safeguards equality "before and under" (emphasis added) the law. The phrase "and under" was added to counteract the narrow interpretation of "equality" the Supreme Court gave to this phrase in the Bill of Rights, especially in cases such as Lavell and Bédard.
 In other words, it is not good enough for the courts to ensure that all Indian women are treated equally by judges. It is also necessary for judges to strike down a law that applies unequally without sufficient reason.

Similarly, whereas the Bill mentions the right to the "protection of the law," the equivalent Charter right is to "the equal protection and equal benefit of the law." The reference to "benefit" is there to encourage judges to apply the equality principle not only to laws that protect citizens from unjustified government encroachment, but also to laws that provide a positive benefit, like unemployment insurance. Section 15 guarantees equality "without discrimination," which means regardless of the type of discrimination. The section, however, continues by listing a number of specific forms of discrimination that are prohibited: " ... without discrimination, and in particular, without discrimination based on race, national or ethnic origin, colour, religion, sex, age or mental or physical disability." Apparently, the framers of the Charter (those who participated in drafting it) wished to signal to the judiciary that particular forms of discrimination are especially unacceptable. This list of particularly repugnant forms of discrimination is similar to the list in the Bill of Rights, except that "ethnic origin" has been added to "national origin" to broaden the scope of this category, and "age" and "mental or physical disability" have been added. These latter two additions came about as a result of recommendations from groups representing seniors and the mentally and physically disabled during the parliamentary committee hearings on the proposed charter in 1981. They represented part of the federal government's strategy for increasing the public demand for a charter in the face of provincial opposition to unilateral patriation.

A prominent American Bill of Rights issue in recent years has been to what extent governments can institute affirmative action programs without violating equality rights. An affirmative action program is a government initiative that discriminates in favour of groups that have been the victims of unjustified discrimination in the past so that these groups may achieve equality sooner than otherwise. A specified minimum number of places for blacks in universities and pay equity programs for women are two examples. As Laurence Tribe has noted, while the U.S. Supreme Court is clearly committed to overcoming racial and gender discrimination, affirmative action programs have not always survived the Court's test for equality. 
  To ensure the constitutionality of affirmative action programs Canada, section 15(2) of the Charter specifically protects affirmative action programs from being limited by the equality guarantee section 15(1).

The equality rights in the Charter could potentially have the greatest impact on existing federal and provincial legislation as procedures. This is because almost every law discriminates among individuals or groups in some way. Whenever a law is challenged in court as discriminatory, the crown will have the option of defending the law as a reasonable limit to equality, a defense allowed by section 1 of the Charter, the limitations clause. Because of the potentially enormous impact section 15 could have on government programs, it did not come into force for three years, until April 17, 1985. The delay was meant to allow the federal and provincial governments time to review their laws and to change those that discriminated unnecessarily. Although all the governments went through this exercise, the resulting changes were not very far-reaching because the reviewers were unable to guess how section 15 would be interpreted by the Supreme Court.
Language Rights (Sections 16-22)

Some of the language rights provisions contained in sections 16-22 already existed in section 133 of the BNA Act. For example, section 17-19, which guarantee that either English or French may be used parliamentary debates or the proceedings of the courts created by Parliament (the Supreme Court of Canada, the Federal Court and the Tax Court) and require the use of English and French in the Statutes of Canada, Hansard and other official records, duplicate section 133. One purpose of the language rights sections of the Charter is to create the impression that language rights are an important part of the Canadian concept of rights. In addition, sections 17-19 extend the language guarantees of section 133 to New Brunswick.

By 1982 New Brunswick had become an officially bilingual province in all but a constitutional sense. It was the hope of the federal officials that other provinces with a significant francophone minority such as Ontario, Manitoba and Newfoundland, would also assent to be included in the language rights sections of the Charter, but only New Brunswick agreed. Other provinces, however, may opt in to these sections in the future. Quebec did not opt in because it would have been incongruous for the Parti Québécois government to promote a document that purported to strengthen the bilingual and bicultural nature of Canada. In any case, the language rights contained in section 133 of the Constitution Act, 1867, still apply to Quebec.

Section 16 declares that French and English are the official languages of Canada (meaning the jurisdiction of the central government) and of New Brunswick, and that they have "equal status" and "equal rights and privileges as to their use in all institutions." Although this declaration has a potentially powerful symbolic value, Peter Hogg (1) is doubtful whether it will have much impact on judicial decisions.

Section 20 provides language rights that go well beyond those in section 133. With regard to government services provided by the central government, section 20(1) states that "[a]ny member of the public... has the right to communicate with, and to receive available services" in French or English in three circumstances: first, this guarantee applies to the central offices of a government department or other federal institution; second, other federal government offices must provide bilingual services "where there is a significant demand"; and third, bilingual services must be provided where "due to the nature of the office, it is reasonable" to provide such services. These categories are extremely vague, and it is up to the Canadian judiciary to define them as cases develop. Section 20(2) provides New Brunswickers with the same right to communicate with government and to receive services in the official language of choice, but the right is not limited to any particular set of circumstances.

Section 21 states that the language rights in the Charter should not be interpreted as "abrogating or derogating" from the language rights in section 133. Section 22 directs that other "legal or customary" rights concerning the use of languages other than English or French will continue, unaffected by the Charter.

Minority Language Education Rights (Section 23)

Section 23 is difficult to comprehend at first reading because it is the result of numerous compromises between federal and provincial officials with regard to the contentious language-of-education issue. The first two subsections of section 23 guarantee to Canadian citizens the right to have their children receive "primary and secondary school instruction" in either English or French in any province, if one or more of the following conditions are met:

· the preferred language of education for the children is the mother tongue of one of the parents (the mother tongue clause);

· the preferred language of education for the children is the language in which one of the parents received his or her primary school education somewhere in Canada (the Canada clause); or

· the preferred language of education for one of the children is the language in which one of the child's siblings received, or is receiving, primary school education in order to accommodate family unity (the sibling clause).

In 1981 and 1982 Quebec objected both to the Canada clause and the mother tongue clause, as noted above. Although Quebec had objections to providing an English education to children of anglophone Quebeckers who had received their education in Quebec, the provincial government was determined to educate the children of new immigrants to the province, whether from Canada or from abroad, in French. It feared that with increased immigration into the province and declining birth rates, Quebec might eventually become anglophone province unless the children of new immigrants became francophones.

Because the Charter was put into effect without the consent of Quebec, a provision was inserted into the final version of the Constitution Act, 1982, that delayed the application of the mother tongue clause to Quebec until such time as the Quebec National Assembly ratified it. However, the Canada clause was imposed on Quebec in spite of Quebec's objections. When the issue eventually went to court after 1982, Quebec attempted – unsuccessfully -- to justify the Quebec clause as a reasonable limit to the Canada clause. This important case, known as the Quebec Protestant School Board case,
 will be discussed chapter 7.

The Application Clauses (Sections 1, 24, 32 and 33)

There are four clauses in the Charter that define its application: section 32, dealing with the laws and activities covered by the Charter; section 1, which suggests the kinds of "reasonable limits'' the Charter that are acceptable; section 33, the legislative override clause; and section 24, which describes how the Charter may be enforced.
What the Charter Covers (Section 32)

The Charter applies only to the relations between governments and persons (including corporations with regard to some clauses). Section 32 states that the Charter applies to Parliament and to provincial legislatures and to the federal and provincial governments (meaning cabinets and the public service, but not the courts; see the Dolphin Delivery case,
 chapter 3.) Thus, all statutes created by Parliament and the legislatures are covered by the Charter, as well as all cabinet regulations and the actions of administrative officials who are responsible to a cabinet minister, Parliament or a legislature. The by-laws and administrative actions of municipal authorities are also included, because municipalities are created by provincial legislation. Furthermore, the regulations created by agencies that exercise power on behalf of government fall within the purview of the Charter. Thus, Skapinker was able to sue the Law Society of Upper Canada under the Charter because the regulation of the law profession has been delegated by the Ontario legislature to the Law Society.

The Charter does not cover the private relations between persons. To the extent that human rights are to be enforced in the private sphere, this is accomplished through the provincial and federal human rights codes and the common law. However, the human rights codes, and other legislation regulating private relations, must conform to the Charter. Justine Blainey was able to win the right to play hockey in what was previously a boys-only league because she successfully challenged a provision of the Ontario Human Rights Code that exempted sports associations from provisions that prohibited discrimination based on sex.
 Similarly, gays and lesbians won protection from discrimination in the human rights codes through the Supreme Court’s decision in Vriend in 1998.
  
The Limitations Clause (Section 1)

Section 1 was intended to provide judges with some direction in determining limits to Charter rights. It declares that the Charter "guarantees the rights and freedoms set out in it subject only to such reasonable limits prescribed by law as can be demonstrably justified in a free and democratic society."

There are hree important features of section 1 have emerged from judicial decisions on the Charter. First, the phrase "demonstrably justified" places the onus on the party wanting to limit a right (usually a government) to prove that the limitation is reasonable. In the absence of evidence to the contrary, judges will presume that a limit placed on a right is not reasonable.

Second, the phrase "prescribed by law" means that a limit must be expressly provided for by statute or regulation, or results by necessary implication from the terms of a statute or regulation or from operating requirements. The limit may also result from the application of a common law rule".
 In other words, under the principle of the rule of law, government may not take action, including action to limit rights, except through law. For example, the law that created the Ontario Censor Board in 1911 was struck down as a violation of the Charter by the Supreme Court of Ontario in 1984 because it was too open-ended:  it gave the board a broad discretion to censor films and videos  as it saw fit.
 The replacement legislation, which created the Ontario Film Review Board, , focused more on classification than censorship, and the regulation permitting some censorship is very specific.
 However, limits may occasionally be implied by a lawFor example, The Supreme Court of Canada has held that the section of the Ontario Highway Traffic Act that allows police officers to stop motor vehicles at random contains an implied limit to the section 9 Charter right not to be arbitrarily detained, as well as an implied limit on the right to counsel..

Third, the Supreme Court of Canada has defined a test for what constitutes a "reasonable limit" that can be "demonstrably justified in a free and democratic society." This test is known as the "Oakes test” because it was developed in the case of The Queen v. Oakes.
 (The Oakes case itself is an example of the presumption of innocence for a person charged with drug trafficking, and we will consider the case further in chapter 5.) The Oakes test has two key components. First, the objective of the government in limiting a right must be of sufficient importance to society to justify encroachment on a right. Second, the limit must be reasonable and demonstrably justified terms of not being out of proportion to the government objective, and must therefore satisfy three criteria: (a) it must be rationally connected to the government objective, and not "arbitrary or capricious"; (b) it should impair the right as little as is necessary to achieve the government objective; and (c) even if all of the points above are satisfied, the effects of the limit cannot be out of proportion to what is accomplished by the government objective — in other words, the cure cannot be allowed to be more harmful than the disease.

Whenever a Charter decision turns on limits to rights in particular situations, legal arguments focus on section 1. It is worth noting that in the United States, where there is a bill of rights with no limitations clause, the United States Supreme Court created the notion of an "implied" limitations clause. The American judges assumed that the framers of the Bill of Rights realized that no right is absolute. The fact that Canada's Charter contains an explicit limitations clause is a reflection of the desire to provide guidance to the judiciary, but it is obvious that the judges are still left with a tremendous amount of discretion in setting limits on rights.

The Legislative Override (Section 33)

Section 33 allows the federal Parliament or a provincial legislature to insert a clause into any specific statute declaring that the statute will operate "notwithstanding" sections 2 and 7-15 of the Charter. Any application of the override will automatically expire at the end of five years, but it may be renewed. This clause does not release legislatures and Parliament from their obligations under the Charter, but it permits them to put off particular cases of judicial review under the Charter so that they themselves can determine their obligations for five-year intervals. The override is a reflection of the skepticism felt by some Canadian politicians about the potential quality or impact of judicial review under the Charter.

A consensus seems to be emerging among our political leaders that the override will normally be used in extraordinary circumstances, such as emergency situations or to advance important social policy goals that could be or are being blocked by judicial review. Under most circumstances, however, a government wishing to limit a right would have to justify its action under section 1. Significantly, even the federal Emergencies Act does not invoke section 33. Although the Emergencies Act, like the old War Measures Act which it replaced in 1988, does infringe civil liberties, the government expects to be able to justify such restrictions under section 1 of the Charter.

Section 33 has been used in four  major circumstances to date. The Quebec National Assembly, when controlled by the Parti Québécois, amended all pre-1982 Quebec statutes to include an override clause, and also included an override clause in all new legislation as a form of protest over being left out of the constitutional accord.
 Second, the government of Saskatchewan used the override clause in legislation that settled a public service strike in 1986. The government feared that if the Supreme Court found a right to strike in section 2 of the Charter, the back-to-work legislation would be ineffective. As it turned out, because the Supreme Court for twenty years denied that a right to strike existed in the Charter 
 (see chapter 3), Saskatchewan's use of the override was unnecessary. The third instance was the Quebec government's decision to use the override to protect the commercial signs provisions of the province's Charter of the French Language following a Supreme Court decision of December 1988
 that struck down some of these provisions (see chapter 3).  Fourth, the Alberta government used S. 33 in 2000 to attempt to protect a provincial law stipulating that marriage could only involve opposite sex couples.
  There have been several trivial uses of S. 33, none of which are currently in effect.

Enforcement (Section 24)

Section 24(1) gives "anyone" the right to apply to a court  “of competent jurisdiction” for a "remedy" if that person thinks that his or her rights under the Chart have been "infringed or denied." This section gives the judiciary a very broad scope to enforce the provisions of the Charter and to invent creative "remedies" for violations.  Superior courts (whose judges are appointed by the federal government) are always “courts of competent jurisdiction.”  Inferior courts and administrative tribunals may declare a Charter remedy if the law creating the inferior court or tribunal grants such jurisdiction.  However, section 24 does not empower persons whose rights have not been directly affected to apply to a court, nor does it allow for applications from persons concerned about possible future violations of rights (unless these violations are “imminent”).

 Three decisions concerning remedies illustrate the latitude that judges have to impose what they consider to be appropriate remedies for a violation of the Charter.  The first involves the case of French-speaking parents in Nova Scotia who were upset at what they considered to be the unnecessary delay by the provincial government in building French-language schools for their children, further to Section 23 of the Charter.  They brought an application to a superior court judge in 1999 to order the provincial government to use its “best efforts” to complete the building of the schools in a timely fashion.  Justice Arthur LcBlanc granted the order.  By way of a remedy, he ordered the Nova Scotia government to complete the building of several French-language schools by specific dates, and also ordered government officials to report to the court at specified periods on its progress in meeting the deadlines.  The government appealed this decision, and it ended up at the Supreme Court of Canada in 2003.  By this time, the schools had been built.  The Supreme Court heard the appeal anyway, and in a 5-4 decision upheld the original decision of the superior court judge to impose this kind of remedy.

The second case is the Abdelrazik decision of 2009, discussed above in relation to the jurisprudence of section 6 of the Charter.  As a remedy to the government’s Charter violations of Abdelrazik’s rights, a Federal Court judge ordered the government to provide Abdelrazik with an emergency passport, and to provide an escort for him to return to Canada within a month.  The judge also ordered that Abdelrazik be brought to his court upon returning so that the judge could be ensured that the government complied with his order.  The government did not appeal, but did comply.

The third decision concerns the sad case of a Canadian who was a15-year-old child soldier for Al-Qaeda in Afghanistan.   He had been coerced by his family to leave Canada and fight for Al-Qaeda.  In July of 2002, he was captured by U.S. forces after a fire-fight, and was later accused of killing a U.S. soldier.  After recovering from his wounds, he was transferred to the U.S. detention centre in Guantanamo Bay in Cuba, where he remains at the time of writing.  At Guantanamo Bay, he was repeatedly tortured, and after one period of torture was questioned by representatives of the Canadian Security Intelligence Service and the R.C.M.P.  The George W. Bush administration had set up special military tribunals to “try” prisoners held at Guantanamo Bay.  These tribunals are outside of the rules of international law, and were established because so many detainees at Guantanamo Bay were tortured to give evidence, contrary  to international law.
  Neither legitimate military tribunals nor the internal courts of any democratic country will admit evidence obtained under torture.  Nor will they allow the prosecution, as an adult, of a child soldier.  For these reasons, in early 2010 the Supreme Court of Canada unanimously found that Khadr’s Charter rights, as a Canadian, had been grieviously violated, but they left it up to the Canadian government to determine an appropriate remedy.
  The government – rather than requesting Khadr’s return to Canada to be dealt with under Canadian law
 – requested the U.S. authorities not to use evidence from Canadian the public servants in the prosecution of Khadr.  The request was refused by the U.S.  As a result, Khadr brought an application to the Federal Court of Canada in the spring of 2010 for the Canadian government to implement another remedy that would meet Charter requirements.  On July 5, 2010, the Federal Court accepted Khadr’s application, and ordered the Canadian government to provide a list of possible appropriate remedies for the Court’s consideration within a week.
  Rather than complying with the order, however, the government appealed to the Supreme Court.  As of the time of writing, the Appeal had not been heard by the Supreme Court.  (Because this case also relates to the violation of Khadr’s section 7 rights, the Khadr case will be reviewed in more detail in Chapter 5).  
Section 24(2) gives judges the option to exclude evidence from trials if in the collecting of the evidence a Charter right was violated. Judges may exclude evidence if its admission "would bring the administration of justice into disrepute." Chapter 5 will review several decisions  in which evidence was excluded pursuant to section 24(2), and the sometimes huge impact that these decisions had on the justice system.
The Interpretive Clauses of the Charter (Sections 25-31) 
The interpretive clauses are intended to provide guidance to judges in their attempts to interpret the Charter.  
Aboriginal Rights (Section 25) 

Section 25 directs judges not to interpret the Charter "so as to abrogate or derogate from any aboriginal, treaty or other rights or freedoms that pertain to the aboriginal peoples of Canada." This clause specifically mentions the Royal Proclamation of 1763 and current and future land-claims agreements. Therefore, to the extent that the Indian Act is seen by judges as promoting treaty rights or land claims, it will be upheld. This is in spite of the fact that the Indian Act singles out a particular racial group, and therefore might be considered "discriminatory" contrary to section 15 were it not for section 25.
The Royal Proclamation of 1763, during the British era, was the first constitution of what is now Canada. In this document, the British authorities agreed to protect the aboriginal peoples of British North America from unfair treatment at the hands of the British settlers. Many native leaders therefore regard the Royal Proclamation as a guarantee of their sovereignty. It is unlikely, however, that the courts will often interpret the Royal Proclamation according to the native understanding of it. The British and Canadian courts have almost always interpreted the Royal Proclamation and the treaties from the perspective of British and Canadian law; the view the natives had of these documents has not been considered relevant. This is partly because of the principle of legislative supremacy, which has allowed more-recent federal and provincial legislation to take precedence over the treaties and the Royal Proclamation. Therefore, the declaration in section 25 that the Charter cannot erode rights "that have been recog​nized" by the Royal Proclamation, or rights "that now exist" in the land-claims agreements, could mean only that the Charter cannot be interpreted so as to further erode the rights that the native peoples of Canada thought they had in the Royal Proclamation and the treaties. In fact, the courts did seem, in the early years after the Charter, to be adopting a narrow approach to the interpretation of native rights under section 25. According to F.L. Morton and M.J. Withey, natives brought nineteen claims to court under section 25 between 1982 and 1985 and lost all nineteen.

The native peoples had wanted a declaration in the Constitution Act, 1982, that their original rights under the treaties and the Royal Proclamation would be reinstated and protected.  Such a declaration could have resulted in very significant costs to the federal and provin​cial governments, and the first ministers were not willing to yield on this point. As a result, there was strong opposition by native groups to the 1982 constitutional amendment.

All that the native spokespersons were able to win, in addition to section 25 of the Charter, was a declaration in section 35 of the Constitution Act, 1982, that the "existing [rather than the original] aboriginal and treaty rights of the aboriginal peoples of Canada are hereby recognized and affirmed" and a promise of a future constitu​tional conference that would include the first ministers and the leaders of native organizations. The constitutional conference was held in March 1983 and led to a constitutional amendment (section 35.1) that established that before future constitutional amendments could be completed affecting section 25 of the Charter or other constitutional provisions referring to the native peoples, a constitutional conference would be held involving the first ministers and native leaders. At the 1983 conference, it was also agreed that at least two more such conferences would be held.

At the last of these conferences, which was held in 1987, native leaders suggested a constitutional amendment that would give the bands the right to negotiate self-government agreements with Ottawa and provincial governments. Such agreements would have constitu​tional status. This proposal was not accepted by several of the provin​cial premiers on the grounds that it was too vague. Nevertheless, self-government agreements have since been established in several provinces.

Multiculturalism (Section 27)

Section 27 instructs judges to interpret the Charter “in a manner consistent with the preservation and enhancement of the multicultural heritage of Canadians." There is mixed opinion as to whether this clause will serve a merely symbolic function or whether it might actually have an important impact on the interpretation of the Charter.

In the 1985 case in which the Supreme Court struck down the federal Lord's Day Act,
 the multiculturalism clause was men​tioned as one reason why a law favouring the Christian religion could not stand against the Charter's equality guarantee. The multicul​turalism clause, however, was not critical to the outcome of the case.

Gender Equality (Section 28)

Section 28 declares that "[n]otwithstanding anything in this Charter, the rights and freedoms referred to in it are guaranteed equally to male and female persons." This section came about as a result of the urging of several women's organizations, whose members were concerned that equality rights for women might be overridden through section 33 and that judges, who are predominantly male, might consider limits to gender equality as "reasonable" under section 1.

Although section 28 in many respects duplicates the prohibition of discrimination based on sex in section 15, section 28 cannot be over​ridden under section 33. Furthermore, the very forceful opening words of section 28 might encourage judges not to subject gender equality to reasonable limits, or at least to, demand higher standards for limits to gender equality.

Denominational School Rights (Section 29)

There is no doubt that the special rights granted to denominational schools under section 93 of the Constitution Act, 1867, violate in principle the equality rights provisions in section 15, since they result in special privileges to some, but not all, religious denominations. However, in creating the Charter, Canadian legislators had no inten​tion of abolishing denominational school rights; after all, these rights had been considered an essential part of the Confederation bargain for the original four provinces.  (As well, denominational school rights were created in each of the provinces that joined Canada after 1867.)
Section 29 states the clear intention of the framers of the Charter that the denominational school rights in Canada's original constitu​tion be continued: "Nothing in this Charter abrogates or derogates from any rights or privileges guaranteed by or under the Constitution of Canada in respect of denominational, separate or dissentient schools." Chapter 6 will consider the Supreme Court decision that resulted from the extension of funding to Roman Catholic high schools in Ontario in 1985, as well as other more recent decisions concerning section 29.

Miscellaneous (Sections 26, 30-31)

There are three remaining interpretive clauses. Section 26 instructs judges not to interpret the Charter so as to deny "the existence of any other rights or freedoms that exist in Canada." This means that the Charter does not take precedence over rights that may be found in other constitutional documents (such as the original language rights). Further, section 26 seems to suggest that judges should not hesitate to apply the statutory bills of rights and the human rights codes merely because of the existence of the Charter.

Section 30 states that whenever the word "province" appears in the Charter, it is understood to include the Yukon, Northwest Ter​ritories and Nunavut. Section 31 indicates that the purpose of the Charter is to limit the powers of government and that therefore the Charter may not be interpreted so as to extend existing powers.

The Charter and Its Critics

There are three major reasons why the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms became reality: Pierre Trudeau, the nation-building strategy of the federal government, and the legacy of the Supreme Court's narrow interpretation of the Bill of Rights. Had any one of these ingredients been missing, it is unlikely that the Charter would have materialized during the 1980s.

Certainly, public concern about protecting and promoting rights and liberties played an important role in generating popular support for the concept of a charter of rights, but as already noted, public pressure was not the primary reason for the Charter's creation by the political elite. Trudeau was determined to succeed in his charter project, and his overriding goal was to give Canadians a national code of values to promote national unity. He hoped that the Charter would promote a continuing national dialogue about Charter questions that would cut across the preoccupation with provincial issues.  From the perspective of this nation-building strategy, the language rights were a central feature of the document. To entrench the Charter in the constitution seemed to be the only way of getting the judiciary to take it seriously, based on experience with the Bill of Rights. As Allan Blakeney is said to have  remarked, "They convulsed the nation to convince the judges."


In the early years of the Charter, a good deal was written about the potential of the Charter as a nation-building tool by authors like Russell
, Williams,
 and Knopff and Morton.
   There is evidence that this nation-building strategy has worked, at least at a symbolic level.  For example, according to an Environics survey commissioned by the Association of Canadian Studies on the occasion of Canadian Studies in 2002 – the 20th anniversary of the Charter – more than 80% of Canadians believe that “has had a major positive impact on the protection of the rights and freedoms of Canadians,” and also that the Charter “has become an important symbol of Canadian identity.”  The proportion was even higher in Quebec, where the proportions were closer to 90%.

Further, while the Charter may not have been created primarily to promote human rights, many of its supporters were optimistic that it would be a valuable tool in furthering that cause.  In an evaluation of leading Charter of Rights decisions published in 2006, I concluded that “a number of decisions have opened the door to higher levels of inclusiveness and participation in the Canadian political system, although it will be up to individual Canadians to utilize the possibilities opened by the courts.”
  I cautioned, however, that “it is disturbing in a democratic policy that so many citizens would prefer to have issues related to [democracy] decided by the courts rather than by elected legislatures, because they perceive the courts as more likely to give them a fair hearing.”
  This was a reference to research which has consistently shown that Canadians trust the courts far more than their elected representatives to make decisions about human rights issues.

Charter critics have based their reasoning on several premises: the Charter undermines legislative supremacy; the Charter will work in the interests of the powerful in society who can afford the cost of litigation; the Charter facilitates the “capture” of the courts by special interest groups, especially those on the left; the Charter diverts attention from the most serious threats to social well-being; courts are inappropriate institutions for policy-making regarding human rights.

Contemporary political commentators who are concerned about the erosion of legislative supremacy are not worried, as A.V. Dicey was, about the theory of legislative supremacy. Instead, they are worried, first,  about the erosion of democratic reasoning skills in society. As John Stuart Mill has argued,  democracy means far more than holding elec​tions. A democratic society will lose its ability to promote human excellence if its citizens have not learned to participate intelligently in making decisions about important public policy issues, such as human rights.
 The Charter may transfer an important part of this responsibility from the democratic process to the (unelected) judiciary. In the United States, where the judiciary has played the predominant role in human rights policy-making for more than two centuries, some political theorists are concerned that the ability of average citizens to think carefully about civil rights issues has atrophied to some extent.
  Second, they are concerned that judicial decisions that contradict government policy also sabatoge the will of the people, as expressed through their elected legislatures.

The second argument is that because litigation is expensive, the determination of human rights issues through the courts will tend to work in favour of those who can afford the costs. For example, the National Citizens' Coalition, a well-financed right-wing lobby group, spent an estimated $500,000 to support Merv Lavigne's attempt to curtail union contributions to political parties through a Charter challenge. even before the case reached the Supreme Court of Canada.
  Charter litigation also forces less-advantaged groups to spend large sums on law firms in order to defend themselves.  Ontario unions allegedly spent $400,000 defending themselves in the Lavigne case prior to the Supreme Court stage.
.
The third argument is that special interest groups, especially those on the left, have often “captured” the courts, and especially the Supreme Court, in order to tilt outcomes to their preferences.  These special interest groups, such as the Women’s Legal Education and Action Fund (LEAF) and the Canadian Civil Liberties Association, it is argued by critics like Ted Morton and Rainer Knopff, are more likely to win a court challenge to a public policy they oppose than to win by working through the democratic process.  This “court capture,” they argue, is anti-democratic.
The fourth  argument is that the Charter diverts attention from the more serious threats to social well-being. According to Charter critics like Michael Mandel and Allan Hutchinson,
 the Charter is resulting in a significant reduction in the ability of governments in Canada to assist and protect the disadvantaged in society. This is because the Charter focuses on preventing state infringements on individual liberty, but such infringements are often necessary in order for the state to intervene on behalf of those in need. For example, in the B.C. Motor Vehicle Act case (see Chapter 5)
, the Supreme Court interpreted the "right to liberty" broadly so that it would be more difficult for provincial governments to enforce the suspension of licenses of poor drivers. The result is that while poor drivers will enjoy fewer restric​tions on their liberty, more innocent people may be injured in traffic accidents.

The fifth  argument - that courts are inappropriate institutions for policy-making regarding human rights - is the most complex. It is claimed that there are three factors that make courts poorly suited to resolve human rights policy issues: (1) the doctrine of stare decisis, (2) the adversary system and (3) the backgrounds of the judges.  We will return to the arguments of the critics after reviewing these three factors.
Stare Decisis

In common-law jurisdictions, precedents are applied to current cases according to a set of principles known as stare decisis. According to stare decisis, every court must follow the precedents established by a higher court in the same court system, and the precedents of the highest court "trump" those of any lower courts. In the absence of conflicting precedents established by a higher court, a court usually follows its own precedents. The precedents of higher or equal-status courts in another common-law jurisdiction are influential but not binding. (Therefore, American Bill of Rights precedents are often cited in Charter cases (because U.S. courts retained their membership in the common law system after the American revolution), but they are only sometimes followed.) Prece​dents must be followed only when the facts in the current case and the precedent case are substantially the same. If a judge considers the facts in a current case to be significantly different, the judge may "distinguish" the precedent and depart from it.

Thus, all courts in Canada must follow precedents established by the Supreme Court. The Supreme Court itself almost always follows its own precedents.  In the mid-1970s, the Court announced that it might occasionally overrule its own precedents (or those established by the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council) if it considered those precedents to be clearly wrong or inappropriate.  Since that time, the Supreme Court has overruled fewer than twenty precedents;
 such overruling will not occur frequently because it would destroy the predictability of the decision-making process in courts.

Stare decisis makes the decision-making process in courts fundamentally different from the policy-making process that takes place in the policy development sections of government departments and in cabinets and legislatures. In courts, established principles must stand, errors can very rarely be admitted, and changes in approach are few. In the executive and legislative branches, established principles can more easily evolve, errors can more easily be admitted, and changes in policy are to be expected as values and priorities change and as more is learned from research.

The decision-making process in courts, which is called adjudication, works best when judges can apply relatively clear rules (statutes or the common law) to factual situations. The training of judges and lawyers is fitted to that process. With regard to policy development, the policy branches of government departments, cabinets and legislatures have different resources that have been honed to that particular

process. These include skilled policy research staff, facilities conducting pilot studies and evaluations, links with other so science research institutions, access to experts connected with various interest groups, and the ability to conduct public hearings. These resources are not available in the same way to courts.  Judges must rely primarily on the factums and oral presentations of counsel for both sides, the factums and presentations of intervenors (when present), and court research staff.
  The factums may refer to social scientific, historic, or scientific evidence, whether in published form, or commissioned by counsel as expert evidence reports.  There is no need, however, for the policy-making process in government – which emphasizes research and evaluation -- and the adjudicative process in courts – which emphasizes fairness – to behave as if one approach was completely independent of the other.  On the one hand, proposed government legislation is scrutinized by government lawyers who try to ensure that it will withstand Charter challenges, based on the most recent court decisions.
  On the other hand, Peter Hogg and others have suggested that when a government re-enacts legislation that has been struck down by the Supreme Court on Charter grounds, after changing the legislation based both on Charter prerequisites and research, the Supreme Court carefully examines the government’s reasoning and more often than not, accepts it.  This process is part of the so-called “dialogue” between courts and legislatures, to be discussed further in the concluding chapter.

When judges are asked to give meaning to unclear law or to speculate on the meaning of law in the absence of a factual situation, they move from the adjudicative into the policy-making realm. Policy-making means the development of programs that will meet specific goals effectively and at the least cost. Of course, it is impossible to establish a precise dividing line between adjudication and policy development so that judges would only adjudicate and policy developers never make decisions that could be considered adjudicative ones, but an example will illustrate the overlap between the two processes.

In 1985 the Supreme Court had to decide whether refugee claimants from India, who were about to be deported without having had an oral hearing, were entitled to a hearing either under the Charter or the Bill of Rights. The question was basically a legal one: did the guarantees of “fundamental justice” in section 7 of the Charter and section 2(e) of the Bill require an oral hearing?  From a legal perspective, the answer was relatively clear.  The common-law principle of natural justice, implied both by section 7 of the Charter and section 2(e) of the Bill, indicated that an oral hearing was required. (See the Singh case
in chapter 5.)
In the same case, the Court had to consider another question: does the denial of an oral hearing constitute a reasonable limit (under section 1) to the right to fundamental justice? This question is related more to policy development than to adjudication. From a policy development perspective, this question cannot be answered effective​ly without research to indicate whether the determination of refugee status can be undertaken accurately through a process that does not involve an oral hearing, or whether an oral hearing (and what kind of oral hearing) is the most effec​tive of various alternative approaches. Policy-makers with a university education in public policy and administration are trained to under​take social scientific evaluations of various methods to answer this kind of question and to recommend the approach that is best in terms of both accuracy and cost. Lacking these kinds of resources - which are inappropriate for adjudication in any case - the Court could consider only the argu​ments presented by counsel for the government (the party on which the onus of proof rested). Counsel for the government, unaccustomed to making policy-related submissions, tried to justify the denial of an oral hearing by invoking "administrative convenience." Whether this argument was based on failure of government counsel to consult with policy-making staff, or whether policy-making staff had failed to undertake proper research in order to recommend the most accurate and cost-effective refugee determination system, or whether they did so and their recommendations were rejected by government, is not known.  Regardless, the reasoning of government lawyers did not seem convincing, and the Court decided that the denial of an oral hearing did not constitute a reasonable limit to fundamental justice. Although the Court may well have stumbled into making the right decision, the way in which the decision was made (the Court was not presented with relevant social science evidence from either side or from intervenors) leaves something to be desired. This illustrates how the courts, as institutions, are ill-prepared for making policy-related decisions.
   For the courts, it is beyond their control whether they are presented with adequate evidence on which to base a decision.  It is up to counsel to decide what evidence to present.  However, what Charter critics often ignore is that it is not the case that cabinets are always presented with adequate evidence on which to base their decisions, or whether – even if they do have adequate evidence – they have the desire or ability to use it wisely.  
The Adversary System

The adversary system is an approach to adjudication utilized in com​mon-law systems. According to this approach, it is the responsibility of the litigants to present the judges with all the facts and theory that they need to make their decisions. Judges may not carry out an independent investigation of the facts. Although they may research legal theory and precedents on their own, they are not usually provided with many resources to do this, and they are expected to rely primarily on the information presented by counsel for the litigants. Supreme Court of Canada judges and provincial appeal court judges are assigned law clerks to assist them with their legal research.  Trial court judges rarely have such assistance. Thus, if decisions about the meaning of the Charter seem to take into account only a narrow range of pos​sibilities, this is usually because the lawyers presenting the case have, through lack of knowledge or through design, narrowed the pos​sibilities in advance.

Counsel on both sides tend naturally to argue as forcefully as they can on behalf of their clients. With regard to Charter litigation, it is usually the case that a private person or corporation is challenging a federal or provincial law or the actions of a federal or provincial official. Therefore, in almost every Charter case, lawyers for the "crown" (the name given to the state as a legal person) will tend to argue for the most restrictive and narrow interpretation of the Charter in order to uphold what they perceive to be the interests of their client. This is ironic when one remembers that the Charter's supporters in the federal and some provincial cabinets claimed in 1981 that the Charter would protect our rights forever in the broadest possible way.

The Backgrounds of Judges

The principle of judicial impartiality is critical to successful adjudica​tion. There is no doubt in the author's opinion, based on extensive interviews with dozens of judges across Canada,
 that judges generally do their best to be as impartial as possible.
  However, when they are faced with having to give meaning to general phrases that could have a number of plausible meanings (such as many of those in the Charter) and there are few if any guiding precedents, the principle of impartiality may be of little assistance. In these cases, judges may apply what they perceive to be the standard of what they consider to be a "reasonable person" informed of the necessary facts and law, but that perception may be influenced by the judges' personal experiences and backgrounds. The following summarizes how judges' backgrounds differ from those of the average Canadian. 


According to the 2001 Canadian census, there are 2,011 judges in Canada.
  Judges in “superior” courts (provincial supreme courts and courts of appeal, the Federal Court, the Tax Court, the Federal Court of Appeal, and the Supreme Court of Canada) are appointed by the federal cabinet.  Lower courts – often known as “Provincial Courts” or Territorial Courts, are presided over by judges appointed by the provincial or territorial cabinets.  About half of Canada’s judges are in each category.
  All of the provincially-appointed judges are trial judges.  Amongst the federally-appointed judges, 86 per cent are trial judges, and the rest are appellate court judges.  Judges are well-paid
 for their work both to make the possibility of successfully bribing a judge highly unlikely, and to encourage good lawyers to apply for judgships.  In 2005, federally-appointed judges in the provinces and territories earned $224,000 annually, while Supreme Court of Canada judges earned $266,800.  Provincially-appointed judges tend to earn slightly less.  For example, in 2005, judges in the Ontario Court of Justice (Ontario’s Provincial court) earned $211,594.  Chief Judges and Justices earn slightly more than the other judges on their courts.


According to data obtained in the Canadian census of 2001, 24 per cent of Canadian judges are women, with the proportion of women judges steadily increasing.
  The proportion of women judges in each province varies widely, from 28 per cent in Manitoba to 14 per cent in Yukon.  In 2010, four of nine judges (including the Chief Justice) were women, compared with only one when the Charter of Rights came into effect.  With regard to ethnicity, prior to reform of judicial appointment procedures in the 1970s, those of British or French original were significantly overrepresented amongst the judiciary, while new Canadians, Aboriginal Canadians and visible minorities were underrepresented.  Thanks to improvements in appointment procedures, the face of the Canadian judiciary is beginning to change so that judges are somewhat more broadly representative of Canadian society, especially in jurisdictions that encourage new Canadian, Aboriginal, and visible minority applicants.  For example, just under one per cent of Canadian judges were Aboriginal in 2001, compared with about three percent of Canadians who identified as aboriginal.
Because judges are generally appointed from among the ranks of lawyers with many years of experience in private practice, judges are older than the average adult Canadian. The average age of superior court judges in Canada varies from about fifty-five to about sixty-five, depending on the province. Most provincial court judges appear to be, on average, one to three years younger. The average age of Supreme Court of Canada judges, as of February 1989, was sixty-​three. Their average age at appointment was fifty-eight. As long as it is considered important for judges to be recruited from the ranks of experienced lawyers, it is inevitable that they will be older. This may mean that judges, as policy-makers, find it more difficult to consider the policy implications of changing social values than do the relative​ly younger policy-makers in the executive and legislative branches.

Judges are disproportionately married. In 1984, for example, 93 per cent of Alberta judges were married compared with about 80 per cent of the general population in the same age bracket. Only 3 per cent of Alberta judges were single or divorced - a much smaller proportion than the general population. Of the thirteen judges who served on the Supreme Court of Canada in 1988 and 1989 (there were four retirements), ten were married, one was single and two were widowed. Those who had been married had an average of three children. As a result, judges may have some difficulty in under​standing the problems of Canadians who are single (whether heterosexual or gay) or divorced.

As might be expected, judges come disproportionately from upper social class backgrounds. In Alberta in 1990, for example, 46 per cent of the fathers of federally appointed judges and 52 per cent of the fathers of provincial court judges were businessmen or professionals, a group that comprised only 9 per cent of Alberta males in 1931 (around the time most of these judges were born). Conversely, 42 per cent of Alberta judges had fathers who were labourers or farmers, who made up 87 per cent of the province's male population when the judges were children. Only two of the first fifty Supreme Court of Canada judges were born into working-class families. The income of judge." is also significantly higher than that of the average Canadian.
 The question of whether the judiciary should be more repre​sentative of the social class backgrounds of Canadians is a difficult one. There are some who think that the upper-class nature of the judiciary indicates the failure of our governing system to implement the liberal-democratic value of equality.
 Others think that because being born in a middle- or upper-class family does provide advantages to children who aspire to a judicial career, a non-partisan appointment process that is structured to recruit the very best judges will always recruit judges disproportionately from the middle and upper classes. Moreover, judges from a working-class background may not necessarily be more sympathetic to the claims of workers when decision-making concerns issues that are more policy-oriented than legal. Peter Russell has observed that "some very tough attitudes may be engendered in the person who has had to struggle and `make it the hard way.' "

During Canada's first century, almost all judges appointed to every level of court in Canada were supporters of the party that controlled the government that appointed them. Before the First World War, many if not most of these had been candidates for office (successful or unsuccessful); since that time, the proportion of judges who were candidates has fallen to a level of no more than10 to 20 per cent of judges.  This change is particularly evident with regard to the Supreme Court.  Only two judges appointed since 1949 have been candidates for elected office.  Further, thanks to somewhat more non-partisan procedures for judicial selection, partisan considerations play a smaller role in judicial appointments than they once did.

Perhaps the most important feature of Canadian judges that sets them apart from both average Canadians is and elected politicians that they tend to be extremely high achievers, both academically and in their community work.  For example, according to data collected by my colleagues and me in the mid-1990s, 90 per cent of Canadian appellate judges had received significant academic honours or awards during their university education.  One-third had published journal articles or books, and one-quarter had received honourary degrees.  As reforms are made to place greater emphasis on merit in judicial appointments, and less on partisan factors, future judges may well be even higher achievers than current judges.  Only 66 per cent of Canadian MPs elected in 2009 had a university education, and just 23 per cent of Canadians aged 25 to 64 have university degrees.
 High levels of education tend to be associated with support for minority rights, and tolerance of difference.

The Critics Revisited

The intensity of criticism of the Charter of Rights from both left- and right-wing academics has been labeled “Charterphobia” by Richard Sigurdson.
  Indeed, passion with which the Charter critics attack both the idea of a Charter of Rights, and leading decisions of the Supreme Court on the Charter, is breathtaking.  This passion is generated by deeply-held beliefs:  belief in human rights, democracy, equality, and fairness, and concern that the Charter regime does not meet their standards.  My own position in this debate is closer to that of Professor Peter Russell, the father of the political science study of law in Canada.  Like most political scientists at the time of the national debates leading up to the Charter in 1982, Russell was worried about the potential negative impact of an constitutionally-entrenched Charter of Rights on Canadian democracy.  “The danger here is not so much that non-elected judges will impose their will on a democratic majority, but that questions of social and political justice will be transformed into technical legal issues and the great bulk of the citizenry who are not judges and lawyers will abdicate their responsibility for working out mutually acceptable resolutions on the issues which divide them.”
  In 2009, in an article revisiting this comment, Russell observed both that the claims of Charter critics had proved to be exaggerated, although “Charter patriotism has probably contributed to the dumbing-down of the Canadian demos.”
  But overall, “At the margin, the Charter has contributed to making Canadian democracy more generous and inclusive.”
  Russell stressed that from his perspective, the greatest danger to Canadian democracy at the present time is not the Charter or judicial activism, but rather the increasing centralization of power in the Prime Minister’s office.

The arguments of the Charter critics will be revisited in the concluding chapter.
Was It Worth It?

In summary, the opponents of the Charter claim that the adjudicative process in the courts is not the most conducive environment for the development of effective policies for promoting human rights. Courts have little in the way of research facilities, litigation is dominated by the wealthy, and civil liberties issues come to court in a haphazard manner. In addition, the critics claim that judges are not the most likely candidates to champion civil liberties. Few judges have much training in theories of human rights, and because of their work, they tend to be both business-oriented and cautious.  As well, because the Charter gives the judges more opportunity to intervene in the policy process which is supposed to be the domain of elected legislatures in democracies, the Charter might have an anti-democratic impact.
As judges make more and more decisions based on the Charter, Canadians will ask themselves whether the Charter was worth all the trouble it took to create it or whether the skeptics were right after all. The next five chapters summarize a number of key Charter decisions from 1984 to 2010 - decisions that will be pivotal in the ultimate judgment Canadians form about the Charter.
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