DUAL PROCEDURE OFFENCES (1999)

Status:

Established and In Practice

Jurisdiction:

Canada

Body Responsible:

Federal, Provincial, and Territorial Attorneys General

Subjects:

Reclassification of offences

Publications:

Criminal Procedure Reform 1999



http://www.scics.gc.ca/cinfo99/83066700_e.html
Development:
On December 3, 1999, the Ministers of Justice for the Federal, Provincial and Territorial governments met to discuss issues pertaining to the criminal justice system at an intergovernmental meeting.

As a result of their discussions, the Attorneys General collectively decided that in order to combat delay and backlog in the courts action was needed to divert cases from busy Superior Courts to the more fluid Provincial/Territorial Courts.  The result was the establishment of Dual Procedure Offences.

Description of Reform:
The establishment of “Dual Procedure Offences” by the Federal, Provincial and Territorial Attorney Generals at this 1999 meeting was meant to improve the operations and timeliness of the court system.  As a result, 90 criminal code offences were deemed Dual Procedure Offences, meaning that these offences which were previously only punishable by indictment can now be prosecuted summarily.

