December 8, 2008

GS/Law 6720P 3.0, Fall 2008

Selected Issues in Judicial Administration
Take-Home Exam
Students may write this examination for 100% of the final grade.  The exam is due in 4 weeks—on Monday, January 5, 2009, and may be submitted electronically.  It should be submitted to Collette Murray, with copies to Professors Baar and Greene.
Answer two of the following three questions.  Each question should be answered with an essay of no more than 2,500 words in length (10 pages double-spaced).

With permission in advance, you may substitute an original essay on a selected topic court and/or tribunal administration for one or both questions.

1. Evaluate the standards developed by SOAR for administrative tribunals (the five SOAR readings for November 24) from the perspective of the Performance Standards articulated for trial courts by the American TCPS Commission (Nov. 3 readings).

2. Consider to what extent the criteria and overall approach taken by Greene to courts as democratic institutions apply to administrative tribunals.  Are tribunals more or less “democratic” than courts, according to the three benchmarks used by the Canadian Democratic Audit.  Why or why not?

3. Imagine that you have been invited to present a paper at the annual Conference of Ontario Boards and Agencies (COBA) meeting in a panel entitled “Issues on Court governance.”  (COBA is SOAR’s major annual conference.)  The advertisement for your session states, “Issues on court governance have been the source of vigorous debate in Canada and beyond, and in the long run, the outcome of the debate will impact tribunal administration as well as the courts.”  Write your paper, and in it show how readings/topics in the course (e.g. TCPS, Greene, integrated justice, management theory, aboriginal justice) inform this debate.
