FAMILY VIOLENCE INTERVENTION COURT (2009)

Status:



Ongoing

Jurisdiction:


Province wide

Body Responsible:

Department of Justice
Description of Reform:
The St. John’s Family Violence Intervention Court is a specialized criminal court, using an intervention-based approach, intended to address the complex issue of family violence.  The goal of the Court is to prevent and reduce incidents of family violence through collaboration with key community partners.  This collaborative process accelerates access to support services and intervention programs.  The Court focuses on enhancing victim safety as well as emphasizing offender accountability and early intervention. 


For the purposes of the Family Violence Intervention Court, family violence is defined as Criminal Code offences committed by the accused arising from or related to his/her relationship with an intimate partner or ex-partner.  The key component is the relationship between the accused and the complainant and cohabitation is not a determining factor.

The Family Violence Intervention Court is a voluntary court; however, in order to participate, offenders must agree to plead guilty.  It is a pre-sentence model which means that offenders will participate in family violence programming prior to being sentenced.  Completion of the family violence programming is a mitigating factor at sentencing.  

The Family Violence Intervention Court is a pilot project and it sits every second Wednesday.  

